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{MW This' is held forth - toius:in that 3 

5) Wl loſt ſheep, Luke 15. 43+: H#hex the + 

i ove fecep, he leaver tbe flocks and 

j Chriſt leaves all,.to tecavet 'and:ferch, 
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ſeth, jand $0 fav0y this: which War teſt; Luke 1.1 
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- 1H jos: light ſeru won the ſoutz/th direRtehe ſoul? 
wa; ita GP ot God This Ihe higheſtini-"; 


ſt excell ; and thigis* 
neponeatr ona on car 1 end other creatures? - 
this is that wheceb 20 Hogs nian (excels: anorhes..! 


' Whorare thoſe: whoſe! names' ate as: precious - 

EE olthanhrovecd forth > Who-ate thoſe which: - 

ave -obained2-good report? Are not they 
thoſe whowere mot acquainted:with'God -very 5 
»eah ns {aid io. walk with God 5 atv cxpre | 
winch: fignifies'mtimateacquaiicance with God: blin 
amd:therefore: was #ra!flad chat bs ſhould: not Pf dark 
'  certbi And Nath, whoſe farnily alone: rf pra Btoa 

= ſn en royed:the:old Wor! 

E Fnpeal tl _ wi Go Omg [: « 
| the-ſansvf-men ctoGod; is 
paring alone. Abrabem,whowas © wil 

| of rhe Paichſul, he wagcalled the Frien' } 
6. ©H be Mediator of hobby? 


_ for rhe that fur the Link, 
: that thought. upor bis name: ' Anil they ſtat bs > 
wine, ſarth the Lord of Hoſts, in theday when 1 make np "©. 
wy 7evelr;' Yeſee how God accounts of thoſe. 
that arc of his acquainratice, thar mer rogether. * 
and fpake of God, and' rhat thonghr upon” is 
name';: hereekons them amongſt ns: Jewels; his 
peculiar- Treaſure: fach' honour have all thiofe 
thararc acquainted with God: 'Yc- ſee then'the” 
| exccllency of ryan aboyeall thereſt of theorher. Þ. 
ni" FJ Creatures, Now if man fail in-this which is-his 

Sis F higheſt excellency; he will become the viteſt of 

es F Creatures. Every rhing-if-it fail in 'its chidfeft 

eg! F cad and purpoſe,and higheſt excellenty, becones - 
2s I baſe and of noaccouiit: {fſalthſeits ſaveur (ſairh' 

(h-* Jour Saviour) i ir good for norbing. If manhaveloft 

je", | hiacquainrance with-God,heis henceforth good: 

EF for nothing. The ind of man*is his-eyc,- by 
er: E which heisro behold God ;* now if this « ye be ©, 
dd; blind, if the light be darkneſs, how greariis that; - © 
ſee: Fcarkneſs!: The Jew in Exch, 15.1. arc likened” - * 4 
oe $02 Vine, which) if itbe barren; is good for hg. - - ** 
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... Thirdly, Another caforcement of this dury & 
Acquaintance with God, is this. It we refuſc a 
guaintance with God, it is a ſlighting the great 
clt ofallche macrcies chat God beſtowcs. Fayouni 
arc tobe valued; either by theit- proper excelleny 
cies, Or according to the good will of him that 
beltowes them :. both theſe ways this is to be acl; 
counted the greateſt of mercies. In Gods giving}; 
us leaveto be acquaiatcd with him,'he gives owt! 
himſelf to be known) to be layed, to be conver» 
ſed with, to. be enjoyed. Whar greater gift 


Gad give then himſelf ?. God: is rhe portion of: $rea 


his people, hc is the greateſt portion, the ſurcſh 
rhe nol {uicable; aud the only durable portions! 


- Thus they tharknow him eſteem of him, Pal Þ ;::. 
7.26. My fleſh ard my, heart faileth, but Ged :1th}. 


rength of heart, avd portion for ever, P[al. 16.5, 6 
| The Lord is the por tion of mine inheryaxce : the lines at 
fallen to me in apleaſant place ; yea, 1 bave a poodly bes 

ritage. Blefſed arethe perple-that. are in ſuch a ca ll oo: 
. yea, bleſſed are the prople whoſe God 35 the Lord, Nall; 
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ho folh the excellency and wortlt of that which i is * Y 


xſtowed ic is che greateſt ; it we valye jratcors 
f to the good will of hi him chac Seer ie wlt | 
zhpcar ic likewiſe tobe the grearcſt fayours'- The 
greatneſs of the good will i te ims ©. 
Yiclf robe our dcttaintance, is-evidi ke | 
cure of the gift. 'A man 'may give his thateto' 


ttc co whom his loveis not yery large backe 


never gives himſelf but upon- ſtrong. =rgeares 
God gives abundantly to all the' works: bf his 


hands, he cauſeth the Sun to fhine upon che 


Icvil, and upon the good ; and the rains deſcend. 
"—Yupon the joſh ang che un unjuſt; but jt-cannort be 
"Fcoticeived, rhar he ſhould give bimfelft to be a 
SPottiony a Friend, Exther, Husband; bur in abun- 
dance of Love; Whoſgever therefote fall re- 
fuſe acquaintance with God; flighrech the great< 
Felt favour thareyer God did beſtow. upon af 
Now conſider what 4 high charge this is; | 
abuſe fuch a kindneſs from God, 1sanat 6f the 
reſt vilen - David was never ſo provoked, 
25 when the King of Ammon abuſed his kindneſs 


c 1 in his *Armbaſſac ors, after his Farhers dear: - And | 


1 | Godis highly provoked hich his orcarelt” mers 
#2 Yeies, beſtowed in the greateſt love, arc rejected, 
{$ and caſtaway. What cotild God give moreand ' / 
berter then himſelf And how licavy wilt this - 
| !mpuration be? ' Theſe are thoſe tha: look wipon 
© God, as hore wortli _ ne wich. Ler 
Io * re : Config fr, how we ſhall 'be able bs 6 
fb ele Accal; ations. 'we- nor} 
= | F "RE ELLE: F, \ theſe be. Kal be —__ 


S365 at 2 ag, 
"2 20008 I 


be et i ar Fe ©. 4 oe 
” kh i Gs TRE WE OTE 2 1.4 v 7. bs 
wi way Re, OW? iv 
YEE ID - wo DATES - fl 
hs , \.: 
- 6b 
»e + 
b 
”» 
* 
= . 


y " _ - 
i . oo; 
« £%% I - 
_ 


t -£:Vv by : % C > bs" 
z 0 


«4 
WS 


ponuus > Shall we nor be.confounded,when-w 
hots che trial of tlic whiom We had offer 
—ed theſe great indigoities? How ſhall we eſcaps 
_ if-we neglet ſo- great ſalvation , ſo great if 
\'4Fourthly, it concerns us to acquainrour ſelyes? 
jb God, for wichout-ir we arc 1 a neceſſity of Y* 
% and miſcry. P+ DE IBIETS: | 
- The xoul unacquainted with. God is in 4 
ty of ſtaging, Epbe/. + I 4. Having their ws 
py 1 darkened, alienated from the life of God, 
rhrough the 1gnorance that 15 in them, becauſe of the i 
blindnefs of thur hearts, For want of acquaintance 
with God, every thought and imagination of 
their heart is evil continually., &m. 3: 10, 1s. 
T here 1s none righteous, no not one: There is none that 
anderſtand:,. there i; none that ſecketh after God, Not 
underſtanding, aor ſecking after God; is the ne 
ceſſary cauſe- that there 15 19e doth good, The 
ſoul af man is an ACtive being, which is continus 
ally in motion 7 if it be-not in motion to God 
and- in God, it will be in motion frem God; 
ence it is that theprayer of the wicked is an as 
bomination ; that which goes for praycr, God 
abhoxs 4 becauſe they ate not acquainted- with 
him, H{a.1. 3. The ox knows bis owner, and the aft 
his maſters crib, bat I(racl doth not know me, yerl.. 13, 
x4. To this, ſaith he, your jncenſe 5 abomination une 
ro we, their. new moons and {abbaths, the calling of ef. 
ſemblies, I cannot away with ; it 11 wiguity, even Jew / 
ſolemn meetings, Now the reaſon why there 15.2: 
_. neceſſity of fin without acquaintance wich God, 
-- - 15, becauſc wharſocver is nor done with a gapd: 
t- © heart,is net good, Lak.6. 45. The good waned: Fe 
E=-: of the guod treaſure of his heart bringeth forth good fr [> bet 
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bnegeth forth evil frai:+ foro of tie abundance - © - 
| gfthe heart chemourh -\; eth. Asancvil-tree - | 
+ cannot bring fopth :good fruit, fo'antviliheatt © - 
ZH cannoc bringftorth a good aion/: Naw witholt 
.+ knowledge the: heart 15'/nor-good, Prov; 1H, '24 - 
4 | That the ſoul be without krowledy ts nar-gdod; And there 
'* $is no knowledge like the knowledge of God, And - 
acquaintance with/him, to make'the heart goed; - 
Heſ. 4.2. Becanſe there rs nttvrenh, ver” merty;hev 
- na of Ged in - land ; therefore by ſmraring, an 
'T the Ning, and felling, and fealing, ard committing atiattery 
i | they break eur, 8c. Thus wanr of knowledgof&o0t 
n of $andacquaintance/with God, we'may phaiply-fee 
\ 14, | is the neceſſary cauſe of fin. Now there isno 
that | greater cvil on this fide. Hell,.chen that 'of ane- 
ccfliry of fanning, 2 Per.2.14. Thoſe of whietvit: 
_— is aid they cannot ceaſe from ſmug, are called cur- 
| [4 childrev. He that chuſcth any ſin rather then ; 
” 8 zMi&ion, doth it through the blindnefs: of this - - - 
'L mind: This is laid as a heavy accufation; F:b'2g. ©; 
50d; | 21 For this haſt thou choſen ratbir then aff: tion, T's 
'n 2s | <hoſc iniquity rarherchen aſflition, is thegreat- 
7 || eſt folly imaginable. Ir is one preat part of the 
-k & miſery of Hcll,- that they never ceaſe from fig-- -  : 
| ning '; and this is the greateſt miſery on carth, ©: 
our being ſo much under the power of ſin. Fap- \ 
? || peal: ts any gracious ſoul that hark the feeling of 
4 || theburden of fin 3 whar: is ies greartrouble and 
£1 forrow? isit nor becauſe of fin? What archisfe- 
--- | creemoansto God? isit not rhe {caſe of corrup- © 27 
-1 | tion:> Ob wretched may that I am, who ſhall deliver  *; 
od f me fromthe body of this death, ſaith: Paul; Rem. 5. 1 
cos & Hiohadbeen complaining of. the maſs'of corrup+ +. ' 4 
Bo gion that did Nill-preſs hard upon him; and of w 
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">. ah6t g workings of ks yi ail 
"£aH5-i6; Tec body of death. It was as grievous 
bo Sr he bad beed bound: ra aftin cinginn 
- carcaſe.” How:wreiobed then is the ftare of <\ 
ſou] unacgquained, with God 2 wha: can daiaa 
thing bur 119, .becaute they want rhe right rulo 
ation» a right pattern of imitation, a righr prics 
ciple for ation, 4 right obz<& tar ations a Lars 
end for attion, the only aſfiſtance-of aQion.:;:kt 
concerns us then-as we make any. differenge bt 
 ewcen evil; if we have any:rcſpe& ung 
botiacl(s and-purity before fin and. tniquityy\$ 
Jeeto get acquaintance with God ; bocauſe.wabs 
' outt acquaintance with God, we arc in a wold 
peceſſiry of finning. 
| ..2, Without acquaiotance wich Gods we ap 
4 ina a eceſſicy of miſery... y_ fin.isa great 
{ery ; and fo bein a neceſſity of ſinningis parte 
the neceſſity of miſcry. Bur beſides that, :thierels | dott 
- a neceſſity of miſery of another, kind. What | 4 
zs-rhe great imployment of men unacquainted || wb » 
with-God > Men labour in: the yery« fire, and || ing. 
weary thetnſelycs for very vanity, Hahak, 2. 13. | Amo 
T bes was the miſery of men, bicanſe they knew nxt Gal. || eurf 
Bar in ver/,14. there is a promiſe. of barter :days, || ſeed 
When the earth ſhall be filleqwith the glory of the Lark, fam 
6 the water} cover, the ſea. 'Thenand not cull then God 
wil: there b2a deliverance from labouring-itvthe | 60d 
Are, when there is the knowledge of God.-/The 
reaſon of it is, b-cauſe true a _—_ 
cannot /be, till aur deſires 2nd en 
; alike ; and this cannot berill the ſoul is acq 
y red:with God: For nothing can fil rhe de 
F- es of the foul bur God. The ſoul 
Frcs ſ9 rhar it cannot be Billed rr 
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whe he was gone fron his fathers hooſe; he 
would'faine have fled hisbelly with che lus, 
durcould not ; they were not tood for the foul. 
-When we are departed from God; we have no- 
_ to feed orr bur the world, and we would fl 
ouls with the: world, bur catinot ; for it- is 
notfood for the foul. Acquaintance with G dis 
the food 'of the foul. Feb 23.12, 1 beve eftei 
with» the wor ds of bie mouth more then wy nefoy fs So 
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wolw || chara foul thatisnoracquainted with 
'{.. 7 I miftiedfor want'of food, Pſal.q2,2. Hy foul 
=) þ «th for Ged, for che living God, . hen Fr I cont and 
IT ”_ befers God > David was acquainted with 
bar forwarie of an Jacogt <1 joyments how 
icrel | doth lie here beearh, our rhe crovble of his ſpirit? 
What | Ar cbo Hart panterh afrer the water-brodhs,- ſo pant- 
nted oy mg, S008 ; The (out) pave 
1 rhe the 'carth, 
2 13, - Fg F. ge rate ofthe Seruants ſced, who 
6 Gal. 0 exrfe from God was, : Duff ſhale thou eat : -but this 
days | ſeed'of Chriſt yy ant for God, and th& that 
Lerg, ng ale Cs fhall be led 'wich.ahe fulneſs of - 
| bat paritetfiafter any thing beſides | 
eke | Sod, will never any fulneſs ; he: will feed 
2s nponthe duff of the carth. And' "what cen Joh _— 
bw- bur difſatisfation and miſery ? Ac co 
tance with Garttis the only: way fo be freed f1 
| yneceſsiry of fn and miſery Nj 
! Fifrhl : Ace wh God ockic uy of IT 
FI man, becauſe himſelf dotti.acquaine himſelf "2 
We en Shot King ſeek aſter acquaititance * + 
Fa + _-whh, 2 
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2 ih than cxgelt of is nd he reſy ea 
mh homage m——_x hall God: av 
Tens himſelf with man, and ſhall-noc manias 
int himſelf with God 2. Ic $ CN am y 
\ens, fat by aoferioul ſhould {ce Soc argen 
- rarice With the pUPETIQUTy an n petiourll 
to the inferiour ; bur yer Go bach his wonder- 
ful love hath. ſought firſt to man-for acquaiy- 
| DEE. Thus Prev.8.31., it is ſaid, concerning the 
| God, who.is meant by ihe Eternal Wijdow of 
in he Father that berejoyced tn the habitable parts 'of the 
Farth, and bis deli ight was with. 4h \ſons. of ve, If 
God Rus Selights) in converſe. and acquaintante 
ch the.ſphs of men, how. much'more ought 
od. ro. rejoyce_ in conyer(e and - acquaintaner 
. with God, 1{, Set Oe lanli>Zew þ wow. Fine 
"That pr} me not. All menw 
> and: not 3. ian that: har i ae after! Fay 
there Is mage: Hades appeorie ks afrex God, 
od is found of theme Ib S 
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with bim, and be with me, Pſal 68.18. Thou haſt 

; Ae ended on highs thou haft led captiqity captive, this 


. | haſt recerved yifts for men,. yea, fo the rebelliens alle, 
- thu the Lord Gol meght doell amv them, Is: # 
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* © becoming then that man open when ( 
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bloud, be fuid war xr, tree, i.. It is doubled, becauſe. 
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{es Is the Take, riead, where | : "J{ 


that can.taXhitm 0 the JKgſt pnfaith- ; 

MW bichiarhs man that can ſay that he. wo 

glookany of hisin.cheir greacelt cxigency?- 

core then once with more .v 

world is-worth. a Play: Tires OVETy : 

ad hors 5 »-"JIEVEL ac- 66 
h, never tho ;% their c choil Jewcls, th their 

X roulcy Kirin { a fer Þangds1 his: pro- | > 

5 price OTroanſe, have. kept; forth, he IN - o 

ed.in 1s the. leaſt. pun iliq 0 Or. circury- Ne 

of cime. . Ask Abraham, who was one ic of y Pc 

af ele God tells him thar his feed thall 


It ku 
it 'Caraar, and that they ſhall be it rangers |} . 
If bfp Land. that was ek, theirs fqur. hundred "ON 
Hangs did he not. x the. FS Fr that Hin, oy 
ab Ur Wass at © mig ky L al bripg them wo 
| Tie: $tme: age hem af + 
; W ccher he [did nor liveto | © 
F {RaUIEE of David | by? 
ied is to ver 
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ate not al branled & Ns Dh oionec 
word, - nor Ihe: er rh Re CT. 
promiſe; comt-himfdf injurods. Aud hiatind 
cnacar yon are rm mop buen o_ 
wort what God pays thiÞariwir rimdystc” 
God :doih- noticloth :chehabin Sitley | oreoett 
neitherido! 1'knuw thari he: ewte-promaiſed endo 
f0J!bur:yer h&clochs chenvdeith the Rightcodt- 
neſsof ys word repay nc 
upon them, «in which-ye more"r 
neatthen iniclochg of Gold;-he hach roade hiyn 
Juch*a Saic tharis che handfatner*for text 
-weating3 i oy cat ahddripk):« end fleepy xt 
-work-in it.an&tkeep'ir on hisbackday: and: net 
andic ſhall norbe wrinkled j/it'is the berer 
uſe t: Heis:a faithfull Friend noone 
had to. do-withhim-can {ay ar 

.COnTHArYs Larahs pore ge iy 6 hrs 

ofhisFriendsdeſired himte Sdoforthvmalig 

ver negleaedir,/ordid it bythe live, heb 
Uny-of themwcoments him toxevealcorite ſetivt, 
Joxebfome difieenper to hixvriat Here tage 
thenvwkh io'T6 which SONG hep! Madil ve a 
therwen; and purthem off nl 
*his Nilot undertakes wo ficte 1/26] ' 
'htirveſſet fralFneverplic! opok zi : 

vche Sandy or (pting x\Dak; 


De From, be Koi 
-Wi[hy ,obinte beth; mary. beef, —_ 5 a bay | 
| ang this World, uh, 4 15 Jefe that hath 


| ;Doth he inor{pcak. a lite like 
Bend Fa 37. 26. FITUS never co 
-tweome :to except-he wereguided 
ectinſcl ! Nowita-poor _ could ſay: ; 


and ice reaſon tocruft Gods andadmaire 
| efous -he:doth frequeutly: » ;-and ſo doth 
Hoon g Gods Fairhtuhic inall his deals 


beſt menin all theiciſuffevings; 'andl 
Realty of the: wicked 5; what then ſhall 
&- Chriſtian ſay;'who hath expericar 
ſo. much 'of Gods faithfulneſs in anſwering 
his Prayers, in fulfilling his promiſes, and ſup- 
-pixig all-hjs -exigencies. Devid will tell Tun 
»andjaltfie God in-bis molt fevere 

towards him:;i [» vary Fairkſulneſs habbo thog 

wes Pſal; 119,75. Io ourcarthly and bo- 
ours we ſbokld never:count chat Phy ſii- 

uk dp will; rather, opem;a vein, of putt + 
Ketorture: to fave .bis-life, 

lex. bi ien:dpe! aefil yo. We believe a Father 
bay-whip His fBubborn Child. with more love 
io -: To prevent theax or halter 


,,fed, is Branmcky, Faithful.atc the wounds 
n Y 775, It was fot for o 
Pale, Ricks {o cloſe:to Gad: heh 
of- the: unfaithfulneſs of; arber 


bo 


on6 ) ghee ' Ray; :c i 60 of 
hac's:afticndi that (> ks:£loſer tNEn. 7 hy Nt 
he is abctterfiierd; to-his cHej'e! 
ſelves ; wheg' they) levechemielves folicy AF 
undo -rhemſclvey rela es Elm: lo well as £@. 
fivethem 3 wheat: toy ales 9 
poiſon! rhem(ſclves ; he port =_ © 
them a powertul;Antidote; when they like 
dren: wod:haye! knife mk: e$1t Qut oh g 
hands vic they: ſhould cut 7 wg | 
re focarcheſs 25 to ({ 

oy rn ful as ro keep them ſho 
and all this Lhops that rhe oo 
ſelves will nar cal unkindne| NE infide lay... i 
vid had in bis, ume ſome. friends that, ads 
bones of. hazariding their liyes-fox him; om ame. 
them were;; Wt UE 01.4 quench an CL 
tho ; WR ge ploog TEES *hy 
in-all his never mes Wy 
friend as his Gods Hal $9.8: Ira 

1 6 firong God ikennto 6 no rath 
aheut thes + He had rather truſt hi 
of them all.. God: Gael fi I 
he tells usthingsas;chey. be,zbe. doth nat, = Ve 
more of things then thepature of them doth x 
quire;he edon noctell the befhand hi 
he doth not ſpca | | 


oo Adrenenogp rn 
WIPTV ar ' Ne i 

Fas Wrarhy or Hell; of Sinyhedorts ——— ; 
a evils then they! be. ': The pared 


AER fall His dealing, and char they | 
__—_ tighr ths 1" oorer's wh 
& wotlhd;” doth : happetr jo 

Br "Tr ajid fo if chow wilt-bac welbobſceve; fiew 
{And what fayeſtttiouatrer: all of 0 

his thou ern haſt rricd- oy-:ard 4 uf 
pun nc called; and: haft by ſa$expericnce taſk U Go, 
found then all anfairhifal, ar art almoſt | ; 

tolay of allen; thai they ate lyars; and | ict 
 relith ahd reality arc rarities thou thinktf trim 
= i$Fatec a man upori the earrhto be truſted: | (ha; 


wilcdfiou tiever be affraid of 'fach a friends I {je 
my at hftbe'wiſc'and be &cquaineed with f hee 
iÞfnd" chat never proved uafartitor; behold; F cry. 
fach-x 0he chat would 'be glad with all his heam & wh; 
to Entertain you, wonld you but e your old | jt m 
ceacheous acquaintance. Here, here's one that | Thi 
rievet Fails, nor forſakes theſe that pu pore | 
xthim.- The Heavensſhalldeparr, 
beremoved our of their places, bar his Seb 
Ton Kehoe 21F ever depart from his ;- aud 
infſuch's fricyd: Var allthis - 
oving. aht ene) hiever. £ | 
oi AM with en : 
at 15, unfait fu as 
tas long as 


GH ;nſtly; of che jeat falta ay 
ſmall ſoon be ſtopped. Jt rbis' ching'Fevnfels mp 
ſelf robe of Antinin: his mind, who' dg mo 
if there be 'a Gad, as there, "15 (moſt certaind | 
God miſt aeceſſarily be moſt faithful, my Le” yen | 
3: but if.chert be no God, it rsw0t worth thiwhile to. 
hve ws world, _ -which no” i2;norhing but fin, caſt 
evo; i fiow, diſorder; 'and no hopes of 4: vedreſs, '1hd ING 
all of ver being onin Reaſon wks ads ey ſry nh 
yo. | guifite, it our lives leſs defirable,' - But bs: 
Godit is not:come to that paſs; that wt ſhould 
nolt F need queſtion the being of a God for aSoneſuith- 
and wiſely, 7 how haſt far move 'trafen to queſtion <#by un-. 
eſt f being rhen Godi, Now, I'fa ain me any | 
that hath becn ſo oft perp | 
nds faithjul; unwortby carriiges from ge 
vith JD hecalled ffichds, ſhould py dt laſt cf aah toy 
old; F try what this 0ne-friend world do for hit. 
whar abundafice of ſorrow'would ir < 
if men would bur truſt -God-more and/mt 
This; this is the Friend fick and wel eh 
poor, living and dying, always the ſame. "Make 
ſtire of this Friend, and thouart ſafe ; thy:Alts 
chef in ſafe 41d faithful Hands, 97 POW 
- Seventhly,” He is a rich Friehd. The earth irehn 
Lords, and thefulveſ thireef'; cattel myon 
billt & bis. | Heit is that Hath the abſolare: dilpe” 
Fn of Crowng'and Scepters; the it is thatcivWes | 
ly taiſe all hisFavourires'te%* high Eft} 
theworld and'Ml its g do his apy. 
if eh _ vaſt Dons 
NE a? 
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_  ikigdnels 29 bagiyen that which will do. on) Y 1p 
I ny rg are but toys and triflesincompay'} 1c 
: mig what God hath 'to. beſtow :upon his) Þ ch 


friends: Lift ap thine eycs,- and behold thoſe gli-: | Co 
 fireriogStars; lookupon thar ftately:Canopy that; £ of 
+hangtoveriby head; why, all chis is nothing, £ 1c! 
. _  almaſ}.co-the glory: which ſhall be- revealed: o jab; 
cher&isa-far greaterdilproportionberween what; | [ou 
we mad eye a; honed here below,then there, | cciv 
wk wy foorſtqol and the Crown. O could, | oc 
beg faith draw. you curtain and ſee what, ©] 2re 
is. £2:64d Hou bur kaow what's behind; . you 
e hang ou ſee wrought ſo curi-; fl Jaſp 
yy the work of ofhihngrs Octthat, that ſem Tue 
9-there's.:a- houſe-indced, t there's a palace;  '22t 
could thou bur by-faith and cation takea; I c19u 
-..- Viewofit; could you but make a yoyage into; '£ 9 
-  thatfar Country, and ſee thar wp .of God, and; | 2s 
= e with the inhabirants of che New Jeroſs., © £07 
what'diſcoycrics ſhould you. then have of; Þ| prelc 
ah har State, and Grandeur of; that Princey' || {crv? 
ac! Shouldſt chou-bur.ſce thoſe Treaſuries; | 'i*!t 
and know. the worth of Gods Jewels; Þ£ [12t. 
- wouldſt wonder what men and women, 
means tharthey ſhould need ſo much perſwa-* 

| þc acquainted with bim that had ſucls 


I ' things tg-beſtow-;.'you. woul him worſe. 
2 — hand whollauld or not july emben I 


8 Rob 
FJ whic 
2-4 what 
* Bis tak 
many 1 : wedſu 
meal fl is [ce] 


EY of, come along with me, and take a ſhort pro= 
Y t(pc&ot the Territorics of ſpFiwighty Monarchy: 
Ict's get, up to mount Piſgeb,and make a ſurvey of 
thit goodly Jand, ler's take a rurn or twoiln the: 
Courtsof hispalace; confider well the pleaſant- 
of this ſeat, how rarely it is accommodared, the 
richneſs of the furniture, the nobleneſs of the = 
inhabitants, rhe ſweetneſs of thar harmony that . 
ſounds night and day in that Templezthenuncon- 
ccivable coſtlineſs, riches, glory, and excellency 
of every thing. Do but look a lictle abour rhee, 
are not thine eyes even dazelled at the fight ?-do 
you ſee what building that is, whoſe walls are 
Jaſper, and the City is all of pure Gold, like unto 
clear glaſs, and che foundation of the walls of . 
that City are garaiſhed with all manner 'of pre-. 
cious ſtones, Rev. 21. &c. And what think you 
now, where is the Prince upon earth that ever 
TY was maſter of ſuch an cſtare ? what afe his at- 
© icnJants ? the meaneſt of thoſe thar ſtand in his 
preſence is no leſs then a King ; the leaſt of his 
ſervants is more rich an] glorions then the migh- 
teſt Porenrate that cycr trod upon earthly mald, 
that-wasa ſtranger ro God. This God doth not - 
eradg*- to give that which 1s more Worth then a 
thouſand Kingdoms to his Darlings I might 
cell alſo at whar a rate they live, who are fed al- 
ways at his Table, and what dainty* diſhes. they © --:; 
f-ed upon ; I might (peak of cheir Cloathing and d 
Robes, all which ſpeak the riches of charLord we 
JF which maintains his ſervants ſo highly. Bat, - 
| whatam I doing,Can 1 graſp the heavens 1 my armi? 
or take up the ſes 1n the hallow of my hands $ Can 1 - 
wedſure the beaven of heavens, or we'gh the mou-1gin: 
tu ſealers, or the bills in a — Could I m— : 
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| (1 8). £ OM F 
2nd a thouſand times more, yet could not give} 
| you an account ot the Eſtace of him who would! 

your friend, your husband: at the beſt, 1 can {| 


give you a ſuperficial groſs relation of itz and c 
when I have ſaid all char I can ſpeak of, andall NY v 
the.men in the world with all their congues tave ſc 
{poke what they can too, nay, let Angels with ot 
their heavenly Rherorick do what they can to th 
ſerour the glory of his Kingdom ; I ſay, when I ly 
all this is done, vou muſt remember all falls BR 
ſort of whacr itis, and that fince the beginning Y ſu, 
of the world men have not heard, neither can it  «: 
enter into the heart, of man, to conceive what a | W 
- Gad is worth, what a friend you may have of ſl all 
him, if you will buc ſpeedily be acquainted with © Is 
him. His Kingdom hath no bounds, and his Do- | ble 
miazons reach turcher chen both the 1ndies, The | of 
ſmall love cokens that he ſends now and then to || or 
his B:loved inro a far country are of infinitely | W! 
more value then all the Lockets of Diamonds || nat 
and richeſt Pearis and J-wels in the world, Pre.$, que 
Behold how merrily Reb:ccah looks upon a forry mal 
Jewel ot two preſented by Eliezer from his Ma- ff the | 
ſter, how ſoon is her heart conquered ? and why | ther 
ſhould we nor be more raken with things of far wha 
mr worth 2 Whar, is all this. as much as no-F to b 

ing with you ? Methinks your hearts ſhould be Þ belie 
all in a fire : methinks you ſhould quickly fay, ſ fuſe 

O thar1 coald but (ce him! who will bring me 

acquainted wich him, he ſhall have my hearr,my 
deareſt love ? Methinks, ſhould I ask you'the 
ſame queſtion that chey did Rebeccab, Wilt that 
go alongwith me te ſuch a friend ? you ſhout 
-reafily, withour any further diſpute, ſay, Wi 
with all my heart, and chjak Iovg to be up ant 
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(109?) | | 
going. Why,then'do you tails. of &ycanz+monchl 
longer ?: OW what ail-poor Creacures co:'makeus 

ſand waiting ſo long: tor an anſwcr ? Do ya 
ever expect a better offer ? Do you. look tos: ads 
vance your ſelves ſqmewhereclſc ? Can yoit hope 
for a better a richer match ? Gorhen and ſearch 
out among all chy Lovers which make ſuir ro 
thee, which ofthem can teed thee withſuchieoſt- 
ly viands, which of them can cloathryau inſuch 
Royal Apparel ? Which of them cav make you 
ſuch a Joynture ? Conſider: wiſcly and ſaanlly; 
chat I may turn to the right. hand or the: letr. 

Whar, ſaift thou, canſt rhou amongſt them 

all berzer thy (cli? 1s chere any one like him ? 

Is chere any of the Sons of the mighty campara= 

ble to- him? Are any of the Kings, or greatones 

of the Earth able ro make you ſuch: an offer; 
or ſhould chey, can any of them make itigaadl? 

What bave you yer refolyed upon the: point.or 

nat ? What is it you ſtand for, I pray. do you 

queſtion the truch -of whar I ſpeak ? Doyou 

make account | (peak of rhehigheſt, and make 
the beſt of things >? Why,chenler merell you ture 

ther, I have not, I cannor tell you the half-of 

what you will find to be true, it you would come 
to be througbly rcſolved, or of what you will 
believe hereafter, to your forrow if you ſhllre« 
fuſe him.. And I muſt further add ro what I ſaid 
before;that whatever riches God paſleſies, hewill 
joynture you in, as ſoon as you ſhall in good. 
carneſt be willing ro accept him for your Friend, 


1 all that Icanſpeak of, and more too, you may 


pil call your:own. Ask, and icſhall be given with-. 


yes our preſcribing how much more then you can. 
and ask or think ſhall be giyen you. Your Lordand 
Hong 2 


 husband 


- 


: » 


Queen Eſther ,; and 1c ſhall be grven-thee, to thi 
batf of my Kingdom? Bur God ſaith what isthy 
requeſt, and -whar is thy petition-poor Soul, and 
ic thall be gtanted to the' who:e of my Kingdom, 
whats it thou wanteſt, what attendants dolt thou 
lacktowair upon thee*ro my Court ? are they 
Prophets, Apoſtles, Miniſters; Angels, they ſhall 
begivea, 1 Cor. 3. 2!. Do but ry hin; he bids 
you ask,'and. you ſhall have: Let me give you 
this: one memento, Agsk: like one that hath -todo 
with a tigh Kidg,! who hates co do any thing be- 
low himſclt ; egemcmber it is he that delightsto 
ooei_a God widen therefore thy defires as 
argeas Heaven, be bold and ſpe:ka great word, 
and I warrant thee thow:ſhalt not be denied:; tell 
God, xhat feeing in hisinfinice goodneſs and con>- 
deſrentjon, he-hach been pleaſcd ro: give- thee 
Ieavero ask without reſtraint, rhou doſthumbly 
requelt his Son for thy Lord and Hasband, him- 


domfor thy Dowrys 11: Rightcouſneſs of his 


the comforts of his Smrit and- abundance of his 
oraceto' hear thy charges. handſomly, till rhon 
comeſt to- his houſe. . This is bigh..indecd!” but 
thy great -and noble-Lord loves dearly to hear 
ſich covetous Petitioners, who will:be (put off 
witty nothing bur ſuch great things. - When do 
ahy of theſe go ſad.from his.Court?: Whendo 
any of the (ecd of Jac#b (eck his face inyain? This 
this is the gencrationof thriving- ones; ) who, ſcek 


ſelt for thy-Father, tied, and Friend; his King-- 


for life, immorrality and glory ; why ſeck, thy 
 ſace,O God of Jacrb, And now what dayoulayy | 
ken . | wer 


, 
+ 


C110:) | bs i 
husband.isinot{o _niggardly as Ahaſhper#r, whg 
{aid:;.#hat; i rby. requeft,, and what 15 thy petinion, 


A 


Son'ifor thy Ornament; Cloathing, 'and Beauty; | 


'OU \ 


'S - a i £3 = "MOM |. en 
will you. belicye all rhis Par yay. rake. mÞ- * 
word ? I am perſwaded, agpe of youll think I Ln” 
dare tell-you a lye, a1.d do Fou any. wrongs, bur 
for all that; Idonce defireyou Guld Zak my . 
word, nor the word -of anymaa livipg1nathing 
that concerns Eterniry;;; but rake. his word. who 
cannot lye, Pfat. 8, 18. . Riakips af are with 


me; Ja, durable riches and Ag hreevſre fe, verl. 19, 
My fruit is better then galdg  1ea, then furl geld >. and 
my revenue then choice filver,  - The: wiſe. Fre; bl 
rells us, That welth makes, many friends, Proy..' 19. 
4.6. And that mary wil errant he favenr. of 
the Prince ;,.and that every-ore is a Friund \ta_ bing 
chat gives gifts. Tf ruis might be in Spirituals; I 
ſhould not fear, bur that T ſhould prevail: wich all 


my. hearers, to. ſeck, che, friendſhip; of, God ;- if ' , | 


their real intereſt did. weigh with rhem, if true 
richesand wealth could win their affefions, if 
the molt, ſubſtantial good things might figaifie 
any thing; if ſolid reaſons might biaſs them, I 
ſhould nor tear going away without, them. Burt, 
alas, alas, how little pawer have all. theſe things 
with the ſenſual.,world, > Whar are men and wo= 
men turn'd ro? What ſots and bruitsare-they in. 
the concerns.of their fouls, and the affairsof that 
other world ? Men run up and..down. hynting 
after good things.and have takena falſcſeat,the 
hopeto catch thar ar,laſt which they will. fee 
upon; and ſatishe themſelves with. I- relÞ thee, 


/ 
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eclic{toyer thy mongps very faſt merhinks, but 
are you ſute all that 15*'Gold which doth ſo gli- 
ſer ? 18411 rhar curraiic Silyer ? Will 'it go'in 
another -Countrey ? 
you may be miſtaken.” Here, here is the Gold 
chat istried, it willYo any where ; herc is one 


rih/ ſagh filver chat hath notin,ſuch gold which 
harh no thoſs, ſuch trucriches that can'c be taken 
away from yoo. Ask that Saint which looks 
fo merrily, har lives ſo bravely, how he got his 
eſtare, and how he came to be ſo rich ſi ofa 
ſudden; he will ſoort tell you how; and where 
his creaſure lies, and yer not fear being robbed. 
He hath of Jate been acquainted with a Friend 
that hath given him that which makes him 
eſteem himſelf more worth then if he were pol- 
ſeſled of ren times more then ever Alexander or 
Ceſar was. A Friend of Cyrus in Xenophon being 
asked where his Treaſure was, which made him 
to think ſo highly of himſelf ? his anſwer was, 
where Cyrus bu Friend was, A Chriſtian may 
with much berter reaſon and chearhilnels, if ask- 
ed, where his Riches and Eſtate liese}, an- 


_.to ref n'up ill their intereſt in God I endl: 
claimto this inherirance: Would theyne 
of Paxlr mind, and even” ſcorn the mati 
count the glory ofa Marr on worlds Wt 
and droſs incomparifon'of the cYeellency* 


you were cheated. Thou 


it not poſſible, bur that ' 


chat will give you, will you bur deſire earneſtly | 
his acquamrance, ſuch -rveaſure char will nor-pe- | 
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knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus &ic Lords. Phil. 3, 27 
Nay; hcar what one laycs*that-was far leſs ac- 


I quainted with God rhen Wny.,of chem which T 
* have been ſpeaking of, when he ralks of ſuch a 
at * kind of bargain as this... ' pitt.) Offer -me @ King- 
F dom, ard you offer me ro my ſs, For, 1aith the ſame 
Je Author in another place, goM man may look un». 
ly | to Heaven, as the ſeat of his Freend, and mt fear want, 
Ks Inquire of David what portian God gave him ? 
FN and he will ſoon anſwer you, A gaogly portion 
= indced ; and that he gave him no ie him- 
Jew ſelf, and that the lines are es co.fim in plea- 
Fo ſant places, and thathchath a goodly heritage, 
f2 P/al, 16. and therefore he counts himſelf richer 
Fn thenif he had all his Enemies in chains,and t cir 
4. Royaltics at his diſpoſal; he rakes himſelf ro be 
nd a far happier man then if he were abfolyte 'Mo- 
_ narch of the Univerſe, and were fo piye LAWSTO 
RY the inferiour World; he reckons. himſelf now | 


as well ro paſsand better too then, eAdew, when 
__ he was folc Landlordof the World. Ir wastrye* 
: ſpoken of ſame body, I do well remember who. 


x5} 'He that bath rich Frienis, muſt FL) look upon- bimfelf 
J p 
2y as por, O then char you would be indeed friends 


Ho. ro your (clves, and have reſpet ro your own 
real intereſts! And what, will not_this mighty 
a> | and powerful Argamens, which yeighs as much 


Of as a thouſand others,prevail? And do you ſtill 
ont ſay,whar profic will there be in ſerving rhe Lord, 
for and what advantage ſhall I ger if I be acquainted 
joe with him ? To what account will it ceturn'? I 
[be again anſwer, To a very good account*eyery * 


and | way Trybur this trade with the wiſe, Mcrchane, - 
and you ſhall ſoon feel the benefit of it. (Bolton) 

Conceive to thy ſelf myentains of Gold, ard ricky of Dia- 

| Fact L 4. 
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. land of inheritance, the geſt fortile ſol in the woll, 
bringing in ſuch a burden every year that ſhall trouble 
the owner toreapit ; imagine h1s Paſture as great as 
bis Arable, and all. cloaghed with thouſands of Cart 
mall and great, and none of they barren neither ; ſaj- 
poſe his Barns and ſtorMhouſes could never be empried; 
and his Preſſes ſhould bur ft out every year with new 
Wine, Again, /« the Merchant ſtore his Cellars with 
the moſt pure Ol, and furniſh him with ſuch rich Spi- 
C5 a5 the Queen of Sheba brought ro Solomon ; ſup- 
poſe be wert provided wah all the exquiſite Rarities that 
the Air, Seay or Earth can affurd, yet for all this he 
were a bepgar, un compariſon of one that hath Ged for his 
Friind : Such a one poſſefſeth him that peſſeſſeth all 
things, Well: then, be perſwadci ar Jaſt ro be 
wiſe. I remember the Moralilt ( Ser, EpiP, 6.) 
brings in one afting like a wiſe man, and a good 
. proficient inPhiloſophy,whobegins to bea friend 
'ro himſclf. And this is that thatI am pleading 
with you for. If I came to rob you'ot all hoves 


of happineſs, and to give away all that you have 


or expett, and to turn Mend'cants; it ! came to 
perſwade you to eſpoule a beggarly intereft, and 
'ro match your ſelf ſo as that you ſhould be ſure 
'to beundone, I ſhould not wonder, if afrer I had 
ſpoke much, I ſhould prevail bur liccle. Bur when 
it is ſuch a Cauſe that I am pleading, when itis 
for your own unſpeakable advantage, when it is 
riches, True riches that I would have you look 
afrer, an'cſtate thar I would have you mind. 
which may, be bad for the looking after, have I 
not cauſe to admire what need a man fhould 


have to uſe fo many words ? Had you money 
to ſpare, and could ] tell you of a braye FRO__ | 
Wes that 


| icltbeggingand 1 


"OP ” 'Y L P 
* F z ws ORD £n% ut th AR ns "WT, 547 WS] o o 
WI ETSEERS TS 
b bo = 3 _ 


could Frell you of avaſt ERaie: thc you «234 16 
have, upon the mae migh 
afrer, 1 believe { 


ed hor fpend icn years in cars 
rating you toJookrafter ſuch 
a thing. Should I cftet' to bring youro'the place 
and perſon of wizem you'mightbuy: it; ſhould 
I not- foor- have: 'your compantiy:? ſhould: not 
yourneceflatiesbe quickly: madercady tor ſycha 


journey 2? would yet-nort be up»berimes inthe 


morning ? nay, Wpuld you not rraycl all nighr, 
and think-it no folly nor madnefF, both 'to loſe 
ſome'reſt; and to rake ſome paiasz. ſo.you might 
bur come to pofleſs what I ſpeak of; Nay, were 
there buta poſſibilny of obtaining of it, at leaſta 
probability, I perſwade my (elf you' wonld-nor 
tail co look after it the very fiſt thing you did. 
I am seady to think you would'neither ſpare for 


- Pains-or' colts, ſo that 'after all you-might; bat 
make ſure of enjoying it. Wihy,ow henis. 


the matter that I can do no more/ inthuſfifiilineſs 
thar I am about? Tam ſure I briag'yorr ridings 


ofa better bargai, a braycer purchaſe, and(/ſurer- 


inheritance, and what need Irhenſpend ſomuch 


time in_arguing with you? Gocd 'Lord what, 
mean people ? Are they .ourt of their wits, and 


quite beſide rHemſelves? W hat, isa. Feather ber» 
ter then a Crown; Braſs then Gold ?: Is a Glaſs 
to be preferred beforea Diamond, finite-Enjoy+ 
ments before everlaſting Riches, Darkgeſs before 
Light, the World before God ? Ot how is man 


ſunk below himſelt > What hath fin. mace men 


and women ? If this be not folly: and madneſs, 
what i? Such may gofor wiſc men in the worlde 


that your might have ah excelente ipenniworth;-I 


-for accepting or looking 


q v 2 n 


account - _- 


dccount that. makes ſuch choices;and it's poſlible 

2 man in Bedlaw may ſay his ngighbourthat core. 
211 his hair off from his bead, :is well in his wits, 
» Q. that this were not the condition of the: far 
grcater part: of the world. And what meancit 
.chou, O my ſoul, that thouarc no more affe&- 
ed to: ſeeſuch valt multicudes bf brain-ſick fran- 
tick {inners; that make lighr of the render obche 
Goſpel, cliartake chem for: their enemies, who 
would do their. utmoſt ro make them happy for 
evcr.' I muſt profeſs I am1even aſhamed. of my 
own heart, that I do not mingle my words wich 
tears 3-chat] ſhould ſpeak: far God and ſouls, 
with ſo indifferenta (piric! Well, now you have 
heard-of a great match by which you may. be 
made for eycr; are you for all this of che ſame 
mind you were ? Weil rhen, complain not if you 
bea beggar. Remember how you were offer- 
ed, remember you might have beca worch more 
thena world. O that in-onfiderare ſouls did 
bur and indeed know what an offer this | 
is{ (le) they would not careleſly undervalue "Q 
ſuch z propoſal ! O what ſhall Ido? How ſhall f 
Tperſwade you ? What Arguments will prevail? di 
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Qthou greatand mighty God, give men and 24 
womeh- bit a ſpiritual underſtanding of theſe f« 
- things, make them deeply apprehenſive of cheir tl 
excellency 'and reality, and then T ſhould ſoon b: 
have them with thankfulneſs complying with W 
theſe tenders which thou commandeſt me to. hi 


make unto) them. O whea ſhall it once be! hi 
How long ſhall the Devil and an unbelieving C 
keart undo fo many millions ? How long ſhall hr 
Saran triumphover ſouls, and cheat them thus | th 
m'ſcrably of cheir All > O piry, pity deag Lord, _ 


the }. 


-, ; 4 "4 


the beſotted- Fooliſh world;«and give-me: more 
compaſſion to ſouls, that | may: with: jncompa+ 
rably greacer carnefineſs and tenderneſs :pleadiby 
cauſe wich them; and-refolve- to give them'no 
reſt, xi11 I have perſwaded fome of rhem in good 
carneſt,'to look after che great and: weighty af- 
fairsof Ecernicy, and che making (are of this 
Friend. WOT 15 £0, JIOIO! AS (VL 
Eighthly, He is a-ſympatliizing Friend. Ic 
goes to his heart (with: Reverenco'bwir'ſpoken) 
when ay injuriesategdone' ro any. oftiis ;\ when 
his frieods-are 'wromnged, it touches him oo.the- 
quick':! He is as teader of them, asof the apple of 
his eye. Again, He that deſpiſcth” you, 'deſprfeth mae. 
Never was tender-hearted Mother more pniful 
over her only Child; then God is to therywhich 
love him ; never was any friend: fo much con- 
ctned for 'another as God for his- What elſe 
meat thoſe high expreſſions of picy: in! 1/#. 63. 9. 
In alltheir affliflions he was affi;fted, and tbe: Avgel of 
hn: preſence ſaved them : in 1s love and..ix hrs. pity he 
redeemed them, and he bare them, and\tlgricd them all 


the days of old, It was not once or twicethar God 


did-ſoby-themyy butiin all their aMifionshe was 
affifted; which was not expreſſed/ in| ſame cold 
formalwords, ſuch'as theſe. Alas poorcreatures, 
they- are quite: undone, their encmſes arc very 
bacbavgwk but he ſhew'd it'in that moftzcal-de- 
monſtration, by my of rthem'bythe Angel of 
his preſence. A verbal kindneſſe coſts littley'and 
helps lictle: Bur fuppoſe his fricrids/are'cartied 

prive, are they not quite out' of the -reach of 


. his help ?' No, his love, pity and power; will find 


them gut.in any place'under heaven-3dnd if they 


be ſlaves, hewill redeers them, khougli heipives 


King- 


| 
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his love and 1n his pity he redeemed chem;-and 
when by:hard ulage they are grown'ſo weak and 
keeble; that they can ſcarce ganor creep; whyz hc 
_ will carrythemin his arms,ahd bare them-And 

chus hedidof old ; and bis affeftions arc irathcr 
men thee leſter now, then they were.-then. 

he mother can be weary of carrying a dirty 
* ſcreamingh1ld; ſhe chinks it leſs crouble co whip 
him, eriadce him lic tillbe:harh cried himſelf 
weary: ; ſhe is loath-to lug ſuch a: troubleſome 
thing upand down all the day long. But yet ſuch 


35 the tenderneſs of this father, chat heEcarries his - 


.all the day long, though they. be ſo heavy. fo 
'unquier;{odircy.. Bur of thar- preſently, How 
ott do you read of ſtrange pity in the book, of che 
Judges ; when they had by their own folly more 
-then once brought themſelves into calamity, 

.howdo tis bowels yern over them ; and when 


"i 


- 


Kingdoms and Nations: for cheir Ranſom. In | 
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carsto their cries ? No, no, he 'ſ{ce5| he ſees rhe 
. ſufferings of bis in Egypt, and that: both enemies 


and friends too ſhall know the oneto their com+ 
tort, and the other to their coſt, Exod. 3.7. How 
doth he awaken for their help, and. gird on his 
{word upon his thigh, and march out-with fury? 
how doth he cloath himfelt with vengeance, as 
witha robe, and brandiſly his glittering. \word, 
and ſheath it in the hearts of his 8 their eneniies 
Wherefore is it that God hath ſo. many contro- 
verſies with Edem, Ammon, and Amalek? Why 
doth he muſter up his forces with violenee: a- 
g4inſt Babylon> Whole quarrel doth he engage 
in > What was the ground of that War ? It yoo 
read over all. the Inditments that are.beforc this 
great Judge, you will find this a common one, 
their hatred of his people ; and this to be ſure he 
will not put up. And that which puts an Accerit 
upon all chis, is the unworthy: carriage of moſt of 


them towards him all this while. But of tharun- 


der the next Head, which is this. 
Nuthly, Heis the moſt patient Friend. Never 
any ane in the world could have diſgeſted fuch 
affronts, born ſuch indignitics,as God hath many 
a time; and even from the beſt of choſe-that-he 
takes into this intimacy with- himſelf. . Hadir 
not been for this Covenant of Friendſhip; Jedab 
and-Ephraim too had been ſoon unpeopled:;''2s 
for them they ſoon-forgot their -Covenanty:yer 


for all that God remembers his; though Ephraim | 


forger-to be a Child, yet God cat'tforger- to be 


a Father, Read thar-Text and wender,. Heſ. 13. | 


758. And my people avg bent to back frding:thongh the 
calitd thin to the weſt bigh, yet noxe at all Ka Wh 


him. Though they: had mayy. compaſſionate - 4 
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Prophets that called after chem day and 


God; yer they were not minded. Who now 


wouldconceiye thar- God ſhould ever. think 2 --. 


thought of Kindneſs rowards them more ?-yer 
hear whar God faith, How ſtall / give thee. wp,.0 
Bphtair ? bew ſhal / deliver ther, O T(racl ? ; bow 
hall 1 rake thee a3. Admah 2 ad how ſhall [ ſeat thee 
x: Zebulon ? M 7 beart it turned within me, ty ve- 


pentings are kindiel together, 1 will not exreute. the + 
flerconeſs of mire anger. ] will ot return to-defiriy 


Ephraim ;/ fer [/ am God and not mar, the holy One 
3 the tmſt of thee, and [ will uit tnter into the City, 
Well, how tell me if cver there were ſuch a com- 
paſſionate, meck, patient Friend. Ephraimwas up 
__ Arms againlt his 'maker,: he did rebel 
ft unwerthily againſt his : good Lord: and 
Friend, ro whom he was bound by infiaite En- 
gagements. Ephraim had quite caſt off God, and 
he will have nothing to do with him ; and J«dhb 
1snot far inferiout ro his treacherous Brother;and 
what will: God do ? One would think, /as 1 faid 
before, he:ſhould caſe himſelf quickly .of ſuch 
falſe friends one would think chat after ſuch un- 


- Faithffilneſs; he fhonld for evec /batiſh them his 


Court ;+ one: would' ſoon; conceive that - he 


ſhould think of difinheriting ſuck rebellious - 


Children; for theirs was not the firſt, ſecond, 
nor third/'time chat they: had ſerved God 
thus ; who then could immagine-thar he ſhould 
ever trouble himſelf with chem :any (more? 


Should one not look every day when he ſhould. 


quire caſt 'chery off Þ- Why God ſeems ſome- 
rimes to'chreaten as muchy and ſcems-ever 


_ and anoii' fo aft towards rhem as if /he would 
p 4 | nevcr FT” 


5g . 
when they faw chem. curning their backs upon 
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neyer look upon them more 'while the world 
ſtands: Go faith God to your Idols, krthemfave 
you? what do yor come to me; for you have tts 
tuſed ro have Tne for your God 3 gocry to your 
oods,and let them deliver you. Thus he ſeems to 
curn away his face ;' yea, for all that, ſee how 
ſoon he forgets his diſpleaſure, Epbraim is bis 


- Child, his dear Child , and he can't bur pitty 
him ; and howſhall I give thee up, O Ephra« 


in, &c. how hardly is God brought ſo muck as 
to chaſtiſe his children ; he never correfts rheni, 
bur when there is an abſolute need of it ; ask the 
Church under the rod, and ſhe can'r but fay as 
muich, Lam. 3. 32, 33. For though be canſe grief, 
yet will he have compaſſion according 10 the multituult of 
his mercies, For he doth not = willingly, nor grieve 
the children of men, He calls: judgment his work, 
his ſtrang work - and when he doth corre&t 
his ſtubborn children , how doth he many 
times give them a laſh and a kiſs, a frown, and a 
ſmile? O what would have become of the ho- 


licſt men liviog, if God ſhould every pro- © 
vocation have broke with ther, It God fiouta = 
mark guts, O- who ſhould ſtand ? Which - 7 


ef the fallen Sons of Adam hath not abuſed 


his high kindocſs? and yetfor all that,how isEis | 


Patience and goodneſs exerciſed towards thery ; 
well might the Pſalmiſt make that theburden of 
one of his ſongs, O that men wonld praije the Lord 


for his gaodneſe, and for bis wonderful works towards the - 


children of men ; and that of another, Por bis wie y 


 endureth for ever. What created being could have © 
 bortiche thouſandth /part of, tharfrom any hatid - 


that God doth every day from his deareſtchil- 
dren? .Whar peeviſhneſs, and unfricndly- quar- 
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whed bi: with their counſel, and were brought Jow _ 

I Gr: Fniquities. Nevertheleſs - he regarded their |; bh: 

IN fiction, when be heard their cry, and he rement= b-- 

©” Bered' for. them. bis Courant, 8c. Here, here's *5, 

-.  Pazicencc, hcrc's love and goodneſs wich a wit- 7 

-*. nels! What Prince under heaven would truſt a 

5 ;Rebell, that:hath been in arms a hundred times .. 


zaioſt bim, and that at che beſt doth ſerve him 
>. widdolicle delight > Whar friend would con-. ,.4 
= "cove hisfamdliaricy and kindneſs there, where he ,- 
bs: bs tl-found -abundance of fal{ne(s ? and who bur * 
-->+mhays. Q Godis:ſo merciful and gracious, Long--' 
-- » {uffcring, andjabuodant in goodneſs and: truth ?. 
23S 4 Sn NP chat any of his. mect. with»! 
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roJamn (his Soul: There. lived a Noble | 
bras worn wha bid defiance gals mighty, 
courage Enaugh to go T0 mer ily 
and had'adefie yo icatty as;many; along wa 
thiavas lmightbe; + —_— wearing, curſing 
was tho Language ; cating drinking, fleepings! 
ahorhgaad perſecating the people of God thei £ 
ulnelaAnd aretheſe your honourable Perſons? 
* :Nayy Go higherato buſticupand down ia | locks 
-of Goldwitha'vaſt revigue;- to baye men on chis? 
! fide, anih-chac ſidcs ;bowing and ringing ; and is! 
Toep abuſineſs ?:Is it: worth. rhe/ while: ro: 
dick a: ſtir about:that which a wiſe mar 
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dif I} gives excellent.counſel indeed, whic if we will 
ore ' . | preciſely follow, our matters-can't: but. ſucceed: 
bur "off Art thou newer 417 an) ſtrat, bs ? are all «&y Aﬀarres 
» carryed on with ſo meh prudence, both) as, to.time and 
bon eternity, that thou ſtandſt in. no:need of advice ? Arc 
ha MY thee ſure that this will alwajes be thy condition? Pi 
| di- Mt, why ther wilt thiw no#be  perſmaded to frike in 
will 6:2 Why if you will, uh them, whichto | 
iri- Ytheir comfort, have yo, m_ agains and a- 
I gain, ic is your unſpeakable Den and wiſdom 

Fro ger God for cs. Friend, and ea whatſoever 
you do,.. ſhall pr ofper by his advice z Hell ad 
- F Chriſtian, can outwit all the policy of Hel 

-{ fhew himfelf more wiſe, chen thoſe which 
F himſcl Fool, and count hin mad, Pal. 7- 4 
"I Dewid durſt truſt none clfe to guide him 
| wich bis conduct he doth cot bue bur 5) 
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| «ſlab 1H 
me by thyicounſels, aud bring me 'to thy glry. And 

"apainhe faith, by che help of this Counſellowf 
he was wiſer then his teachers; P/al.119;18. Hear 
therefore what you-had beft to'do fs matters 
ſtand with you, Prov,4.11 He will teach thee in 
the way of wiſdom : he will lead thee wn the right paths. 
When thou goeſt, thy ſteps ſhall not be ſtrarghtned, and 
when thei runneſt, thow ſhalt not ſtumble, &c, 1 Cor, 

' 215.” Becauſe the fooliſhneſs. of God 15 wiſer then mev, | 
Thar*-which looks moſt contemiptibly ,* if 
chroughly wnderſtood, will be tound 'to have 
more ' depth -in it then the wiſeſt men'of the 
world carr reach. To chooſe ſuch'a friend,this'1s 
wiſdotn; this is prudence. The godly man knows 
that he hath a-grear cauſe to be dectded' cre long, 
xnd thit it3-will be qo ioft labour to make the 
Judge his friend. Well what ſay yor {inners 
is this 'corffiderable thar-I'do now propound; of 
$ itnot ? Can you plead your own cauſe, cart 
you "dear, your title to*gloty' without him ; if 
nor, bewell adyiſed before you ſlight ſuch a mo- 
tion, as Fnow dv maketoyou- nr OY 

13, He is*an immortal Friend.” T, that's a 

' Friend itideed. If 6ng friend could be fure to live 
juſt astong as the vther;; and were friends ſure! 
fiever t6 want the advice, comfort, {octery, 'and 
help one'of another; ir would not a.litrle advance} 
the worth of a friend. "But where is fuch a one to 

 befound ? pv Hiſtories can 'give” us"4n-4c 

..count -'6f- ſuch amijties'?'' Let pfxloſis be its; 

 Hited ſh ever (o' cloſe ariunion, eeljoyried” in 
ie "faſteſt Fnor that natizre 'can ties” yer, "dearh 


: 
will Fitſt or laſt difloiye it. So that ſonittirh&s1 
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ws hayebcenalmoſt of this mind, as toaH worldly - 
- friends, conſidering them abſtra& from God(for 
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knows 
c long, 
ke the 
1nners, 
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grace inany friend doth unſpeakably. {weeten the 
relation, and ſuch a relation will not die) if we 
compare the ſhortneſs and uncertainty of poſlc{- 
ſing, and the bitterneſs ih looſing, with the fweet- 
neſs of enjoying ; that it's ſomewhat difhcult to 
reſolve, whether fuch ſhort-liv'd comforts are 
wotth the looking after. Not- but that T chink 
a friend, a-true friend, a great mercy, and much 
to be deſired ; but really, if our afteftions'be-not 


For Gods ſake, if our love be not regulated 


Religion, I can cafily believe that the bitterneſs 
in loting doth over-ballance the pleaſure in en- 
joying.: And who would much rroublethimſfelt 
co get that with care, which muſt be poſſeſt with 
fears, and will be parted with with rears: +All 
worldly enjoyments will ſerve us thus. hen 
weexpett-moſt from them, and pleaſe our felves 


to think what content we enjoy in them, ten to. 


one, if God love us, bur that he either imbitrers, 
or takes away that comfort from us. - One 
ſaith, I had a dear Husband, ſuch a one as never 
woman had/ybut he is dead, I haye loſt him. An+ 
other fairh, I'had a precious Child, a Brother, 
bart he is gone. And every body will be 1a this 


' note, firſt 'or laſt: And if the caſe be thus, who 
would be 


ſo fooliſh as to ler out the ſtreagrh of 
his ſoul, upon that which he may ſoon be depri- 
ved of. But here, here's a friend whom'younced 
not fear over-loving nor loſing , 4 never: dying 
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' that be of any great worth which can die, and whenÞ:. 
have moſt need of it 1 may wart; but this can't be ſaid. 
of God, be only 15 Immortal, and not ſubjet to changes, 
As for the favour of Princes and Great Ones, at the beſt, h 
it & but gn uncertainty ; for it may be all thy hopes are * , 
bound up in bu life, and that honr which puts an end to W 
bis days, puts a period to thy comfort > But it is ano- | hi 
ther kind-of friend, chat I would haye you ac- 'F 
quainred with. O wh 4 do Chriſtians dote upon } () 
chatwhich is ſo ſhorr-livd > Make but choice of F 1, 
this fricnd,and you ſhall never ſay-of bim, heis FI 1 
dead, I have loſt him. Wherefore pur net your truſt a 
11 the ſon of man, in whons there 1s-no help; for bis 
breath goeth forth, and he returneth to bis earth. =— | 
But happy is be that hath the God of Jacob for bus help, 
whoſe hepe and love 1s fixed upon the Loyd bis God which W 
wide Heaven and Earth, Sec, That God whoitcalld Y 
the Living God, Plal.146.3, 4, 5,6. 
14tbly, He. is a preſent jtriend, a fxiend that.is Þ 1, 
always1nall places. Mans condition: may poſ- | T; 
fibly be ſuch; as that he may be-deprived of the  ;1; 
campany of his deareſt worldly relations, he G1 
may be lequalitns from the ſociety of his moſt © «©. 
helpful and neceſlary friends ! How oft have the | j\;; 
dear children of Cod been clapt up in Dungeons, Y +: 
'not onely, from the ſight, bur from the know- F +, 
ledge of their «moſt affetionate acquaintance ? thy 
Tr's no unuſual. ching. for them to. be baniſhed F ,;,; 
from their Native Country. Wiyes:and Chil-  ;;. 

. dren». among; Savage Men and Beafts,; they have Þ ;4, 
no maa.q- make their complaints to, but ſyuchas | j;, 

will ;ijncrcafe their ſorrows. How frequently Y 


” 


may” ghev be in {ach-.a conditien, :as that they Þ 11 
mayo fe2, hear, or ſpeak to any fricad ?. What TX 
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Boles arid Bars, whar Walls and Guard 
chem from them, which it they could: nor tree 
them from; yet might in {oine meaſurealleviarc 
their miſery ? Bur now &0d is ſuch a;triend, who 
canna, who will nor be kept out from his by 
Walls of Braſs, ot bars of Iron, he will find out 
his friends in the darkeſt hole, and bare them 
company there in ſpite of all the powers of Hell. 
O how reviving are his viſies? Whar' Cordials . 
doth he bring along with him. This is that 
which makes the people of God ſo very cheartul, 

when their encmics make account their conditi« * 
on is ſuch, as that it hath no mixture of joy or 
comfort init. Was'that a Priſon or Heaven 


where thoſe Mattyrs were ſinging Halelujahs ? 


Was that a time to be fo merry, wheagell rhe 
world diſowned them, when they werWoaded 
with reproaches, and irons, and chains, couned 
the croublers of the nation, madmen, hereticks ? 
Tae caſe isclcar : the fight of this Ggiend made 


rhem forgct their Scorns , and think Their chains 


Gold, and their priſon Liberty. It was God thar 


{pake ir, and he hath been found to be as g00d as 
his word, 1ſ4.43.1,2. Thus ſaith the Lerd that cre- 
ated thee, O Jacob, and that formed thie, O I(racl, 
Fear not : for [ bave redeewged thee, | have called thee by 
thy name, thou art mine. Wher. tho paſſeſt therow the 
the waters | will be with thee > and throw the rivers, 
they ſhall not over flow thee : when thay walkeſt thoxow 
the fire, thou ſhalt xt be burnt : netther* ſhall the flam:? 
kindle npon thee, Who was that which bore the 
three Children company: in the fiery Furnace ?-- 
VVho wasthat which went into the Lions Den 


to viſit Daviel> YVho brought Paul alive tothe . 
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ſhote which .che ſhip in 'which he 'went was}. 
wrack't? VVas it not this Friend that I am ff 


now ſpeaking of ? I mightbe large in recitiog- ng 
che miraculous preſervations which God hath | ba 
vouchſafed to his, which is a manifeſt woken of I 1* 


his preſence ; when none can come near, b:ſides, MW ! 
- he will not be far off. In the greateſt extremicies, M 2*< 
when none durſt own them, then God reckons | D: 
ittime for him to ſhew-himſelf. Ir was not for = (f! 
nothing that thePſal-rſt could ſpeak ſo chearful- Y 7 
ly when others were quaking, Pſa/.' 46. 12, &c. the 
VVhat was icthat bore up his ſpirits, when there Y © 
were ſuch dreadful Commortions > VVhat re- | 
fusc hath he co ſhelcer-himſelf under in time of | © 
ſuch Calamity ? In what, doth his ſtreagth lie | ?!* 
that:hensſo confident ? VVhence doth he expet | 
a ſupÞly, that he holds ic out ſobravely,when his de, 
enemies are {o numerous, and his Friends fo L.3 
ſcarce ? VVhy, David hath his inviſible Friends, | *”; 
as well asviſible enemies. Ask him, and he will | ”* 
tell you, Thar God is his refuge avd ſtrength, and | £' 
he is his confidence, and he will comein when he 
hath the'greareſt necd ; he will be a very preſent | ©* 
help in troublc. And that is the reaſon rhat De-l 2 
vid will not fear, though the ſtorm were far} Þ! 
greater then ever yet hewas in, though the earth 
'' wereremoved, and the mountains were caſt into} ”” 


the midſt ofthe ſea ; though the foundations of 

the carth were ſhaken, thorigh the fea ſhould Y -” 

roar and threaten the earth with another deluge, 

he can fleep as ſecurely as a perſon little concern- ba 

ed ; and this hecan ſpeak, not only for himſelf 

but for the whole city of God 3 God is in rhe - 
? 


midſt of her, ſhe ſhall not be- moved, The _ 
, | £ ati 


* 4c - 


oP. habaFii mm villhac bye 
" 18; KISS 1n bis | 
Deans phe, io al be afraid. Cerca Jo | rhark | 
| EY givc but-one cry, and me To 
I: can't butbeſo from che. ſpiricuality, of .his na- | 
cure, the wrocaſicy of his being, an fe Einloie 
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I 
there was 4 3 and ln that nothing. "”, £4 werld 


Is : L. 3.6.22) think not that thou art alone when thou art 
1n thy chamber,in thy bed, when thy curtatns.are drawn, . 

will when thou art lock'd up 1n a priſon never ſo dark under 
: ground ; if thoa art good, thoy ſhalt have two ſong 
n hell ** ſpight of the malice of all thy enemies, 4 god Ax 
: ence, and thy God, This made that brave M 

. Da- fd ro garehis enemies ro do their worſt.ro ps e 
e far} bis Friends from him. Ca» (faith he) any mane 


ol baniſhed aut of the world ? whereſoever you-ſend, me,there 
Eintoll Pill bethe Sun, Moon, and Stars, but if not, God is _ 
ns of there, 1 am [ure A wit b whom | may talk, to whom [ may. 


pray; be will bare me company, though all: the reſt of 
my F rignds be kept from me, And as loyg as you can't 
baniſh me frors God, tor keep hims from me, [ ſhall reckon 

my [elf at liberty ; : ard ſhould I be ſent out of this 

world into another , .even there I ſhonld fird my 

Friend; and be will ſcarce complain that is removed from 

N'q « plate 


Sw 
24 


© #flare whirt almft alt art bis enemies, to 8 place where © 
| "guceall arc bis Friends, One would have thought 
{- rhefepoorHeathens had been reading P/a'm, 13g... 
Do you hear O Chriſtians, what language” 
thoſe torementioned perſons ſpeak ? and ſhall 
theſe that 'never had the thouſandrh part of thar , 
adyantade for the knowing ot God, ſpeak and h 
\a@ thus, 'and ſhall Chriſtians have ſuch low of 
h 
rc 


thoughts of God ?' becauſe we do not ſee God, 
ſhall we therctorc nor believe.chat he is preſent 
every Where ? he that denies Gods own' pre=, ſh h 
ſence, had upon the matter as good deny his be- ſe 
ing ; for were ic not ſo, how could he Judge the h 
world with Juſtice ? 'How could all things be 13 
ſuſtained by his power ? God takes this asa very al 
high” itidigairy, that any ſhould 1n the leaſt que- Ti 
ſtion this glorious attribute, Jer. 2 3. 23, 24. Am | 
Ia Got at hard, and not a God a far off ? Can any hide 21 
himſelf i» ſecret places, that I ſhall not ſee him, ſaith the G 
Lord? "D not I fill Heaveh avd Earth, ſaiththe eh 
Lord. Andis not this a Friend worth rhe having, th 
who will be ſure not ro be abſent when you have re 
need of him ? rhe wicked indeed (ay, how doth 
God-know,: and can 'he ce through the thick 4 
Clouds; and therefore they {tn with: confidence, th 
and oppreſs the Friends of God without any If 
fear ; they hope God darh not behold, they chiok ac 


omaiſcience knows not. I wiſh there were not ch 
 fomething too © like this ſometimes' in the -| <c 
rhoughtrs of Gods people too ; bur let mconly  -w 


ave thar one Scripture with the firſt fort, Pſa. at 


94. 9, &c. He that planted the car, fhall be not bear ? A 

. He that formedthe eye, fhall be not ſet? Hethat R 
#8acheth man kr.oplidge, ſhall not he know.” The Lord Ca 
RETIRE pF krowerh # W 
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* knweth ge. As forthe defponding'Chriftian that 
begins:to think 'God'is our of the'reath: of his 1 
Prayers, let me ask thee. O thou of lirtle Faxth, © : 
- When did God ever abſent himſelf from his-in 

a time of nced ? When was he quite out of the 
har .M hearing of their cry ?4 know indeed/he may hide 
and himſelt, yer then he is 'ncar cham alſo, to-try 
low their love, and hear their voice, ' for God loves to 
20d, hear his children cry ; (carthly Parents may cor- 
ſent re&'their children tor crying, butGod-chaſtiſeth 
pre=, | hiscaildren uſzally for their ſilence.) When he 
be- ſeems furtheſt off, ke-is but behind- the Curtain, 
the he is chere where he with pleaſure fees how ear- 
5 be neſtly bis children look up and:down for him: 
ery and thea. when they are ready ro fit down weep- 
jue- | ingas if they had: loſt their Farther ; when they 
Am chink they are quite forgot, and their enemies be- 
hide 2in-ro triumph, -and to ask, where tiow is. your 
\ the God *- Then he lets both friends and foes know 
b the that he isncar, And what ſay youro allthis, you 
ing, | tharas ycrare wm wy ro God 7 Have! you got- 
avec ren ſuch a friend” as he is, that will always begt 
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oth ourcibow, that can and will come to helpyou 
uck when” other friends arc far cnouph off) whe- 
ICC ther man-will or no?have you got ſuch a friend? 
any If not, why then will you riot now. accept of his 
10k acquaintence, who' will be ſuch. a friend tor all 


not that love him ? No good maiy-is 'withoue the - - ; 
the # company of God, he walks with God, hetalks 
nly | - with God, he cats with God,he drinks with God, _ 
Pla. and is cntertained-/by- him, -and hefleeps/mu lis © 
Arms. Ged is with him 40 his Shop, inthe 
Rode, at Home and' Abroad, and: who'can'taif= 
carry that hath:fo helpful 'a companion 'always 
S whih' him ? When thy burdcns are'too _—_ 

T ly 


ET, ts... 4 Fe s, Y 
. dobut.complain, and he will cither cakethem off ? 
hy back, or put-under his. own ſhoulders, and 


elp thee to goaway lightly wich them, he will A 
266 thee : in (ix troubles, and in ſcven he will h 
giverhce help. b 


15, *He: is a Soul Friend, Soul friends are the V 
beſt fricads, As foul affairs are the mightieclt af- cl 
fairs; ſo thoſe: that give usthe greateſt helpin W d 
thoſe matters ought ro be. valued. God is the &ſ tl 
grear Soul Friend; expe&t not to find him a friend © EF 
co thy Juſt, chis ſcares the wicked from him,who Y » 
would be glad to be qe with God, if he @ſ t: 
would gratific their luſts, and pleaſe their wick- if 
ed humors, and give them eternal happineſs after K fc 
2 life of wickedneſs, that is, would ungod him- I cl 
ſelf for their ſakes. But hold there man ; you tl 
ſhall Cooner fee the Sun black, and haye fire Þ T7 
cold, and find a heaven in hell, then haye God a It 
-friend to your Sin. God doth not promiſe to cc 
furniſh all. his acquaintance with proviſion for fi 
their ſenſuality, he will not pur a kaife intothy I 
-hands coſtab himſelf, or to curithy own throat. i 
Thereare trgq many of ſuch friends 'in the'world, b 
arid. mea: ate: generally fo fooliſh as to count J1 
:therh friends, which deſerye another name ; I 
theſe are they which help men to hell, and ſhew 9 

. them the ſhorteſt cut ro, erernal miſery, and this | 
muſt go for a ſpecial kindaeſs. Sure men and 1 
women will ſcarce, be always of this mind. Muſt It 
. poiſon 1a-a guilded cup go fora cordial, and -a  b 
- kiſs,though with a dagger,be taken for true love. f 
»Sexece had mare wit then to. reckon ſuch among  . { 
-behcefaRors... He that can teach me the way'to u 
true happincſs, he that can help me to-adorn, 
dreſs andtrim my Soul; he by whoſe —— | 


LiMI 


LIMI 


I ſhall be moreiin love with vertue, and out of 
love wh lin ; he by whoſe direQions 1 maybe 
acquainted with my 1elf;;and made.truly to ya- 
luethat which is really moſt excellent, rhisthall 
be my friend, this ſhall be 'my companion. Aad 
where are ſuch friends to be tound ? How few of 
chem tn the world ? Do not maſt, that goun- 
der that ſweet name of fri:nds, do one another 
the greateſt unkindneſs that'can be imagined! 
How do they incograge one another in an evil 
way, Pro, 1. Þſ[al. 2, How do men tug and pull 
to get one another apace into damnation ; and 
if the wiſe world may be Judges; none mult go 
for a friend;-but he that would do me molt maiſ- 


chief; none muſt be counted anecnemy, bur he 


that deſires todo me the moſt reall kindneſles. 


This ſounds ſtrangely : yer for all that, .did it lie 


in my way, 1 could cafily prove ic. Yer I muſt 
confidently affirm, that every. ones experience, 
firſt or laſt will lay as much. Something of this 
I have taken notice of inmy converſing with dy- 
ing men. I remember, once more particularly, 
being by a poos Creature that was jult a going 
into another world, one of his old friends looked 
in to ſee him, at the fight of whicli perfon he 
onaſhed his tecth, and could not. indure him. in 


the room, but cry out, this was he that brought 


me to this, I may thank him, or I had nor been 
in ſo ſad a condition upon a death-bed. But this 
by the by. Open enemies are better then ſuch 
friends. I ſay again, do not expe to have Gad 


. ſuch a friend. God loves his roo well to let them 


undo themfelyes.; he knows the. worth of Souls, 
and pitties them that would part with their ſouls 


for a.trifle, and therfore he te]ls men plainly.thar 


which 
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another? To what purpoſe clſe doth he render 
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"rife, and death ſhall rurn it our of his old Tene- Fe 


, verlaſting glory or cerernal burningsand are theſe Fo 
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which may be really prejicial to the health. 


is food, _ and what is poiſon : what clfe is rhe 5 


meaning of thoſe. vehement expoſtulations? 
Why doth he ſend ſo many meſſengers one afcer » 


ſuch promiſes, ſuchincouragement ? Be it known WI - 1 
thereforeunto thee O man, if thou underſtand'ſt I} * 


the worth of thy own Soul, and would'ſt have = © 
that Soul of thine do well for cyer, and would'ſt 9 


have a friend for thy Soul, that there is but one bl 
ſuch a friend to be found in the whole world, and F | 
thar is God. O haft thou no regard at all for a 


thy precious and immertal Soul ? Doſt chou % 
never think of that excellent thing within thee? Wi 


'Doſt thou not care though thy Soul ſtarve, bc 
naked and miſerable for cycr ? Is it nothing to ef 
thee, that thy Soul hath not ſo mach as a ſhelter It 
ro hide it ſelt under, when a dreadtul ſtorm ſhall 


Ment? Doſt thou nor-belicye that ir muſt have (} £ 
a being ſomewhere for ever, and thar cither in c- 


ſmall matcers with you ? What will you for all 


. thistake no care in the world abour theſe grand " 
affairs?Had a ſpecial friend commited but a Dog FF .. 
ro thee tatake care of, you would have thought ON 
your ſelf eagaged in graticude and honour, -ro 4 


have ſuited your care *of him, to your reſpet "4 


| [tothe perſon from whom you had him. (Epi@.) 1; 
' © Bat doſt tho not know, O man, that thy God bath com- 


" puitted @ Soul to thy care, and bath told thee what than a 

" ſhalt de to-preſerve the life and health of this thy foul, by : 

" That it may beis good plight when' be ſhall call. for nt. = 
Hednh rell thee what is tts narſt natural ford, and what” 
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Wl 5; n0t whelſome, He tolls thee what theu fralt deto haves © 
"i hat ſoul within thee everlaStingly bappy. Andis all 
mc Il bs of ſo little conſeqnence, as to goinat oneear 
ke and our at the ocher ? Are theſe.thip 510þ8] 
frer different in ? If mans ſoul were likethe ſoul. oka | 
7 beaſt, the caſe were altered ;.if when his breatt 
3H went out of his body there were an end of him, 
WO i the matter werethe: leſs conſiderable ; if he had 
| ever 2 friend in another world, AA? E = 


130 | much for himas God can doy Tſhould hayc lugle- 
| roſay inthisbaſincſs. Bur fincethis is impoſh- 
on ble;how can I bare.co ſce thee negle& the mating 
ſ- ſure of ſuch a friend >. How can. a Chriſtian wit 
to © any patience think; thar thoſethat he lives. with, 
0" | and dearly loves,” ſhould miſs of ſuch a friex 
"4 without whom their ſouls muſt be eycrlaftiogly 
» ®© | miſcrable. If it were only for your bodies. or 
E "0 i cftates I ſhould ſcarce uſe ſo many words, neither 
ail | 1 Þclieve netd I; but when itis for your ſoulsand 
n ctcrnity, who can be filent ? Once more co 
der whata friend thou mayſt have. ;. it isa 


in e- for thy foul. Alas man, It1s thy {oul, "re ; 


beſ- | ious ſoul thatlies ar ſtake.;; rhat Spiric within - 
"11 © thee, which is moreworth then a world; itisghar. 
4 | whichisin hazard, and hereisa friend that, of- 
Dos  ferstheero make: that ſoul. of thine happy, for 


Lol ever. Thy ſoul hath abundance of. enemies: 

"6" Some would debaſe ir, others would robchee. pt * 
» + | others would clap up a-haſly, match bety 
"2 ) that Noble Creature and a Servant, the V 


I mean - and there are very few that haye.apy 
than” true kindneſs for it, and thou Knoweſt oor the | 
Yr worth of that Jewel, thy.Soul ; bur here, here's a - - 
ſos", Y friend, if thou wile bur Jeaveir with bim, he will 2 
be | akecarcofit, it ſhall nor be marted away for © 

FE: | : | naning |. 
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pothing, Here's one will-do that for'irs ſecurity,” 
ttronour and happineſs, 'that all' che world be-: 
Hides can't dos; It therefore thou haſt any love for 
Shy poorſoul, if thou ſerreſt any price upon thar 
*+prectous thing' within thee ; in' a word, if thou 
would(t have thy foul do well in another world, 
O ſtrike: m here, cloſe with rheſe renders, liſten MW © 
tothecounſeFofhim who offers you the beft ad- IE. © 
vice in the world; "He, he it is'char now offers 4 
thee thar thow'eauſt never Value cnough ; he it 
ischat willed; oath, and*portion that foul of I * 
thincand after that'matry theetothis onely Son, i | 
by which match you will be made for ever.. ON 
'did.men and women but kyow what a ſoul is, th 
did'thcy wn what a dreadful miſcarriage of © 2! 
afoul ts, did they but in any meaſure tnderftand 
[the thingsof their” peace, could they but conceive 1u 
-whar'God could and would 'do;for their fouls, Or 
F necd © ro fpend bur litcle. time in perſwading Fr 
them wcommictheir ſoulsto him,to be acquain-} ... 
ted wich him, *who will be fuxe ro rake ſpecial {0 
"Gre of rheir ſouls, that they may do well, whar-}{ 1: 
eyer.is.negte&ted.' O could you bur ſee, did you 
binknow whae a fad taking they are in, that go 
ito the other world with a, poor naket! fonl;andY} 2 
*know no body inthe world there, and. have ne- foj 
-vet 4 friend thar doth rake any. notice of them, 
you would then .chink' I ſpoke, what I do with 
i'retfon enough, ant! thatmy words. were” roof WI 


i hort; and my expoſtularions rao faint in amarl} 25 
*xer of ſuch-concernment. O:finners, Tell nat led 
*'nay, Got cells, your foul-marters are the freu MF dic 
' .; matters in the:world.' Tam ure Chriſt thought — 


fo, or elſe he would not /have been art ſo muct 
coſt abautthem; thoſe thar'are in cheir worn id . 
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by andere they krow Wi mich too3 


and fo will you; ere'a few years; it . 8 
be paſt. ” Thoſe thatnow make but a + Il 
this, when chey have been bur one-quarter 'of ih * 
hour in anerher world, will fay''as T'do, 'that's 
Soul-triend is the only Friend;andthat io gre —0 | 
cerns are the great concerns," ber Bock 

and moment rmdecd ;-and that'i 


 quirted the coft ro have taken ſonie: by rehi 


look'd our for fuch#one that could have flood. 
the foul in ſome ſtead inthar other world'; 'nd 
thatabove all it would have been" tio. folly tlor 2 
madneſs ta haveaccepred of the kindijeſs-of oe *-; 
thardefired earneſtly to be acquairited with'thern, 
and to do their ſol good turn. Othatthey had 
bur been ſo conſiderate, as to'haye embraced 
ſuch'a motion when'it was offered! And' this 
NOS, me to ''the next Qualificatigh of 'rhis | 

TIEN ' 'M 

'46.7He isa neceſſary Friend. There #9 ab 

ſolute neceflity of being acquaitited with him. © * 
It's poffible for a man'that hath very fewfrieuds - 
upontarth, -ro live as happily as: he that. hath _ 
many. * Mutktitude, of acquamtance; fuch as /they' Go 
ares. may'contribute much-to a 'tnans care 'and 
forrow.' 'And as fqr moſt friends, fach as ate 
commonly ſo called,"'jr is'bertet to Have: 'their 
room 'then their BY. | 
without the a&quaintance of Nobles, he may b be uY 
as free; chearful, and rich withour the 'k -j 
ledge of ſuch as tha: 'One may Ichotl {nd - 
dic joyfully, and may be happy for "6 


he never ſaw'the face ofa Prince," poet he was 3 

never at Coutt ;tHon |: 
Jl. gcr toall workdly” 
Jen Wes 


he lived and died a flran- _ 
icnds. One taay'be ——_—_— 
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Eaches, _ as ks edi 
at Rejagont, al bin never a friend un-t 
che Sun that ; (a, bimz; and yer for; all 3 6 | 
that be1ia a ſtare afceucr elicit; chen thole; that. 3 
aredaily attended with troops of viſitors, whoſe : 
' gates areſcldom ſhuc, whoſe, houſes are, never 
cmpcy : buc amongſt all char comes, God never © 
to.them, as for his,.company they are : 
crs£0 ic_.z, this man I.may write miſerable 
foral I (Pg 2nd many. {r;cods. And him that 
rey: the.company of God ' in.acquaintance wich 
his Redeemer ile: call happy, though;he, have ; 
NEVELA. LING inthe wo: ld | belides. Muyioratle of 4 
ke s {cldom, add much, t9; our comforts, Fur F 
always £9.0ur gates. A.manjmay.go ro Hell for 
bis great acquaintance: with men;bur-x'$ im- 
_ poſſible, if we are greatly; Acne with God, 
to mils of Heaven. When Fa gre: ankiad; -if 
God be kind, it's well alla anced ; bur it God : 
frown,whole ſmiles cancomfarst 2 1 maybe hap- UG 
pythough Jamyvery. li clejin mans favour z; but - 
i $siropoflible to be happy, withour Godgfavonr. * 
LO BEA Neuer ol + is VER ſtranger to 
heaven. O it's {ad-being WIERONE s 
ſhonld declare the. Judgement, of moſt I 
 Tacke Era at leaſt if theix Procure may. ſpeak 
[a pc $52 fevers; Figs need GA” 
cy.da Write,; of 25a 
RX Religion," F: nault eat? t b ng 
mult fleep,and if they: Want _ e Mioo 
DE they.count them ſelves bs, lad } 2 
Foley 5 further, they. muſt r rick to: 
be drunk, hey thi who IFF.OY raul What Mthi: 
_ their Juſt calls for, ler: ic be what Bs F ver 
_ get! into.che fayouc of fuch and furh Kxear Mryi 
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Hoſe dipleatire they have xitted ied 
That are. re. Ns .rorgr che world << 


AY oned among the necell; 2 hg! 
Mt DT A: ap not ſay they mult have a 
Wrhey muſt be reconciled to Gud, they ſt de- 
| | ernſclves they muſt.ſeek. firſt the Kingdom 
of Heaven ; No, theſe are indifferent things a» 
T monglt chem, theſe are things minded by the by, 
if not matter of ſcorn and eingahelcs 1c rn 
Mebioks vaneceſflary things, eceſlary cheir 
Mich Gould be pleaſed, it's neceſſary rhe Devil 
Would be obcyed, it's neceſſary they and theirs 
Mould be ſomebody in the world, theſe are mats 
Mecrs of weight, for theſe they hiuk it worth the 
while to toil and moil, to ride early and late, 
ad to loſe their ſleep, and think they can never 
do too mich ; aad all this while thcy ſee no 
Maced ar all of getting a fricad for their louls; no 
"Jnecdar all of knowing, loving and Slichrioa ia in 
YGod. Well, ſccingthe caſc is thus, fceing ir is 
Yoo great matter whether you know God, or be 
- Eknownof him ; be not then troubled at the day 
YofJudgement; if God look upon you as a ſtran- 
$Fgcr then, be not grieyed ifecing the knowledge 
ſt Hof God js nothing with you) if God ſay he knows 
you not; if Gods preſence be no ſuch material 
thing, complain not then for the wane of'it 3 be 
content, if you can, to hearhim ſay, Depare, / 
know you not, O, but ſhall Ichus leave you, poor 
rang fioner: ? Commer oe the — Lab 
AQ IODC TOY LonIS-LakKe, WHECNCT AF, DE A NECEUATY thing 
= -Yto avoid eyerlaſtiog burniogs ; - i a neceſſa 
fat "Fthingtobe ſaved ? Is Ercrnal Glory agd 'Heas 
hey -M ven.necefdary ? dard yoo fav theſe areunneceſT;- 
Yrytbiogs ? If the henradlacy; thea-T am Gd 
GC 


God and. Chriſt arc neteffary ; For this x Li 
Eternal to know God, and him whom be hath ſent, Jeſw 
Chriſt.” O how will the caſe be altered ere long W 
wich the'Gad-hating and Chrilt-deſpifing world?M#5 
whea they fhall be quire deſpoiled of all rhari 
which they prized above the knowledge of Godziif* 
whea all their trieads thall appear to be enernicy 
when all their hopes ſhall be ſwepr down-like 4/ 
Spiders web. O will they not thei be of chis 
mind, that it wasno ſuch flight matter that [] 
was ſo carnelt wich them abour, that acquains 
rance with God was no ſuch unneceſſary" thing 
as they rook it to be, and that there was tnore 
need of getting an intereſt in Chriſt, then of 
running to a Play-houſe, or a Whore-houfe, 
How will chey rend the sKktes with their fruicle(ſsYF* 
wiſhes ? How will the mountains eccho with 
their-dolcful lamencations? O that God wonld 
but kaow them, O that chey might .nor heat 
chat word, Depart ! bur ſeeing all rhat too little 
purpoſe , how then will they exclaim againſt 
chemſelyes? O chat they ſhould be ſuch took. 
' that they ſhould be ſo madly befotied, as to neg: O 
le& the looking atrer acquaintance with GoPt 
Time was, that God would have had them toÞ9 
come.to. him, he called afterchem, and ſent for 
chem again and again,. bur they would none of 
his company. they delired nor the knowledge 
of the moſt High ; they ſaid to him, Depart 
from us : and now icy have what they then 
deſired ; now thy ſee that the Miniſters bad 
cauſe enough to ſay what they did,. and a thog 
ſand tim*s more. * As ttoubleſome as it waste 
 hrar of Hill, it's worſe to feel it. ey: ſeeyPoreu 
- now Mufti tor the Soul, and not the 'Bddy. 
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c 71 that nicnand women. would be now as ſcrious 
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in their. judgements abour theſe things as they 
will be ſhortly > Confider, O man, that as little - 


K as chou mindeſt theſe things, theſe are the only. 
\Fchings that are neceflary. Thou maſt have _ 
Mood for "_ Friend, a Chriſt for chy Saviour co 


ave thee from thy fins, or elſe thou Maf# be 


Wdamned, or elſe thou Huf# be curſed for. ever. 


Thou mayſt lie racked upon thy bed of ſickneſs, 


[ where none-caa help thee ; thou mayſt ror 1n a 
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ſtinking Jungeon,where no man can reheve thee; 
thou mayſt be roaſted in the flames, and yer for 
ail this bea happy man. Worldly caſc, pleaſure, 
healthzriches, are none'of thoſe abſolutely neceſ- 
ary things. A-man may go.to Hel and bave thens. - 
all,and a man may go touHeavenand want them: 
Thon mayli nave Eternat Reſt in another Lifey 
though chou haſt ſcarce a day of caſe in. this 
One may be a Fayouritc of God , though 


Ras miſcrable as Job. Bur what will you ſay 


of that man that hati not. a God to go to? 
This, this is the miſerable man with a witncſs ? 
O that ſeeing mens livesare ſo ſhort, they would 
wiſely husband their precious time in minding 
nothing bur neceſſary things!O that unneceflaries 
ight be cur off, When I am about to under- 

take a buſineſle, ler me ask my ſoul this queſtions 
O my ſoulz4s this a buſineſs of abſolute neceſſi= 
ty ? haſt thou not ſomething of £fcatcr impors 
tance that is yet undone ? We enter not incothe 
liſts for honour, where ic is no great mattet, whes 
ther we conquer, or no ; we perſwade not-men 


to buſte themſelves about toys, we are not-{o im- 


portunate about a thing of nothing. No Sirs, as 
aneceſlary as you think J heſe things we ſpeak of * 
| > are 
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arc, crc long you will ſay as much as wedd,' 
more £00 ; you'l ſhorcly tind, that ic was as mack 
as your life and happineſs was worth thatlay 
ſtake. Theſe ace trungs we muſt ann you ot, & 
elſe we hazard our fouls; and they arc thing 
thar you mult m1ad auto, or cle yu hazan 
yours. I wautfignificant words enougt, to cx4 
preſs theweight and imp::rtance ut tacte thing 
O that what is wanting of that naturc, wgith 
ſuppiicd with cears, groans and compaiiion 
I am through mercy aſhamed of my ow': cart 
( O char j were more ſo ) that I fk 
{peak of ſuch ſerious marters ſo {1:;garly, ' 1th 
not now a time to jelt, O 'my ſoul, when thay 
art to diſcourſe wich miſcrabic men and wome 
which rctuſe their happineſs, aid duat upon theit 
miſery. Thou art now abouc a work that con 
cerns ſouls, and their ecernal ſtate, Teil mc: deat 
friends; do you in ſober ſadneſs b-licyc thac val 
have tmmocrtal ſouls ? do you indeed know that 
your ſouls are naturally enemies to God, aiff 
that if you. be not reconciled ro God, th 
you-muſt be dealt with as enemics? do you rea 
ly believe all this? do you believe whara dread 
-tull chingit is ro look fach an enemy in the # 
when he ſhall fic ja Judgment > Further, do you 
believe -whar it 1s ro lie down in devaoiiry 
fl: mrs. and to dwell with everlaſting bara 
do you nor think ira fearful ching to fall into the 
" hands of a living Gad ? and if you do not, I 
me tell you, you are worſe than.mad ; if youds 
beheve all chis, why, then let meask youa 
gain, whether you conceive it unneceſſary to 
the uimolt care and diligence to ger ad 
quaimed with him : who can deliyer:you fro 
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all the wrath to come? © friends, I call youTs, and 
# » 


E believe m-ſt ot you love me dearly i' © that 


al you would do me oac kindacts; I fiould count. 
Wc che greacelt kudnceſs that you can do me! why, 
ugwhac is thac you ſay ! wiy, iris butto picty your 
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own Souls, and to mind that ane thirig neceſſa- 
.and to pitry them that are mourning for your 
ry £ye$, and: hard hearts? What lay you toall 
this ? it you have any thing to (ay againſt the 
eceffity of theſe things, I am ready to plead the 
caſe with you, &c. Well, i: irbe not neceflary: 
o know God and Chriſt, and lay in provifiog 
for crernity, what then isneccf{ary ? It- it be nor 
nece{lary to ſerve,love, and delightin him. who 
can deliver from everlaſting death, and reward 
wich eycrlaſting life, what then is > Once morxeg 
for your Souls ſakes conſider what you do, when 
ou vigoroufly purſue worldly things, and look 
upon the favour, and diſpleaſure of God,: as 
ſmall things! O wrice aot theſe thingsdown a- 


of —_—_ the ſuperflu..us things which are tobe 


minded by the by. Remember this, that ir is very 
poſſible for a man to be exceeding holy, and-yer 
ro be altogether unknown tothe world bur it is 
alcogether impoſſible ro be truly happy, and yer 
unacquainted with God. | +” 

17. He is a tryed Friend, Thouſands and 
Millions can from their own experience, ſay all 
this, which I bave ſaid of him, and much more z 
bur I ſhall paſs this over at preſent, having hints 
ed it already, and becauſe it may be I may roueh 
upon ſomething of the ſame Nature hereafter \ + 

18. He isaneverlaſting Friend. I ſhall be bug 
brief in ſpeaking to this head, becauſe what - 
might haye been obey of this, fell under _ 
pegs 3 | 
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efhis immortality. Yerbecauſcir is poſſible WI Þ 
conceive God immortal inhimſelt, and yer by Ul 
reaſon of- mans default, his kindneſs ro him wg 
be finire ; ſo it was in reſpe& of the Angels that V 
fell trom him. Bur now bleſſed be tree Grace YE 
man ſtands upon 4urer ground then ever he didz bl 
the children of God have a firmer bottom byM 9 
far then theg Adam had when he was in Paras; ed 


. dice; hisſtare is more ſecure, being once united 
to God in Chriſt, then that of 'the Angels of Ml 
heaven in their firſt Creation. For that their MW V! 

| Stare was mutable, is de 7a» proved ; but now 
bleſſed be rich goodneſs, it we can but make ſure be 
of reconciliation with God, again it is impoſſible  V 


for us ce miſcarry. God hath ſworn, and he will de 
pertorm it, that the hcirs of glory might have the py 


more ſtrong conſolation, /. 54. 9g, 10: For this 
8s 4s the water; of Ny3b: for I have ſworn that the was © 
gers of Noah ſhould no more go over the earth, ſo have uſ 
1 ſworn that I would vet be wroth with thee, nor rebuke 
thee, For the mountains ſhall depart, ard the Hills br ti 
removed, but my ki-.ar:o(s ſha® not depart from thee, ngi« Nh © 
ther ſhall the Covenan: of my peace beremoved, ſaith 
the Lord, that bath mercy 01 thee. Gods children hi 
need not fear diſinheriting; his gitts, and callings 
are witizqut rcp2ntance. If God loved ns while 
we wereenemics, how much more being recon- | B: 
ciled will hecontinue his love to us: oncez ff 
child of God,2nd a child of God for ever: oncein' fa 


favour, and never out of it again, Rm: 8. 3 5,39% Co 
Who ſha!l ſeparate us from the love of Chriſt ? ſhall ris © 
bulation, or diſtreſs, or perſecution, or famine, or nakgd+ al 
neſs, ey peril, 6r ſword, Nov heightb,nor depth, nor any 1 
, Other creature ſha'l be able to ſeparate us from the love tþ 


of Ged, whichis in Ckrift Teſus eur Lord, Who tals 
| piack 
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' they have a greater kindneſs for: 
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pluck- Us; out of the Arms of, the. Al | 
Who, er;what is chat which can alicnace our 


biad him, it the blood of Chriſt continue always 
£0 be {atistaCtory, at his mediation can prevail, 


if the nature of God be unchangeable,we-are wel 


are really reconciled to God, if we be acquainted 


with him. ,-We are kept by the mighty power of 


God through Faith unto Salvauon. If they had 
been of  usz;, ſairh the Apoſtle, no doubr. they 
would havecontinued with us. Iris poſſible in= 
deed, yea, common for .men to pretend loye to 
God, and to ſeem to have atrue friendſhip for. 
him, and ycr.not to betruly ſo. To havea name 
to live, and to live, arc two things. Ir iSnoun« 
uſual ro bare God company (as I may ſay) a”. 
broad, and yerat home to have ſomebody rhat 
| Ic is common, 
co goalong with God (it I may focall it) in the 
external ations of R:ligion, and yer to deſert 
him atlaſt, //a.58. 1,2, 3. ar.7.21, Thereare 
many that ſeem to bid fair for heaven, and if cap 
and knee will do, God ſhall have that ; they will 
give him the husk andſhell, that they may keep 


«the kernell for one that they love better. Thou- 


ſands cherg.are of ſuch perſoas in the world ; and 
theſe profeſs. abundance. of kindneſs for God,. 
they come oft. ro. his houle; and ſit down there, 
and make asif they, were his friends, and his ac- 
quaintance,, and . ſome gf Gods: ſervants, -by a 
miſtake, may. bid them welcome, bur yer.for all 
this chey may be ſtrangers ; only they have- 
nog tr ny. OT > heard 


thers affections from us? It che pronuſc of God, . 
which-ſlauh,l will never, never, NEVEL, NEYET, NEp. 
ver. Jeavenor, torſake you, be valid, it his oach 


enough, we -are, late, if, this be bur clear. that we 
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tard of God, and can'talk of hichFand irmap 
have given him many tranſicnryilits, but'yd. 
they wait che reall ;properries of friendsx* they 
reyer knew what it was tobe brovght nigh eq 
cheFather, by che Son'; to havea ſence of they”! 
ls ice and cftrangement from God, and wne 
fer 2 fence of this, to make carneſt inquiry aftes 
im ; they never knew what it was to conyerſe 
= God;to:havean intimate acquaintance with 
x ; of be ſending our the breathings of their 
Houls after him, and ta be unſatisfied without 
im ; they took up atrade of lifeleſs duties, and 
that was all. As for the life and power of Reli- 
Eonhey never underſtood it ; communion with 
z they heard oft of, but neyer underfiood 
what it meant, they never ſavoured, and relliſh- 
ed'the chings of' God, nor with any ſuitableneſs 
ot complacency ingaged in his ſervice: And as for 
thoſe more ſecret aCtings of non, ro take up © 0 
the intereſt of God, ' to deſign his glory, to be 
deeply concerned for his honour, obſcrving their 
affe&ions, and the workings of their hearts in 
dty ; totake notice of anſwers, of prayers, ot tg 
Jook after cheir petitions, wheh they are out of 
their mouths, they know not what theſe things 
are. Sothar from hence it appears,that God, and 
they, were never really — ; no wonder 
then char they do forſake God, and are forſaken- 
ofhim. The building might look neatly, and 
the houſe ſeem to be ftrong ;- but becauſe ir was 
bailr upon the ſands, it need not ſeem ſtrange; if it 
fall when rhe winds riſe, 'and\che wavcy' bear a- 
gainſt it : but I ſayir, and ſay ir again, the houſe 
chat isbuilt upon'a rock. will nor, cannor fall: 
If a man be really united to God'in'Chriſt, hs 
| | | 
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one; God can't burbe arch arc 


, n 4 Sehacan's dinpalecthe ſatisfaftion- ard: in 
f cir CC ————— bis axle 
a une I were »y 16, Gans woman for 

7 after mo ſhe ſheuld net have hentaee nal 


| — at they. may forget, yer will: L.uvt forge 
» with I cher, Bubetd / bave graves 2s ols pohevuting | 
 theiy i band: 's: thy walk are continually before nit; oc, Edo © 
thout © not ſay bur that God:may ſuſpend the: refreſhing 
, and BY intimationsof bis loyt ; © 3 naps he may OIW hide 
Reli- Þ his face, and his: dearcſt ' ones ; oe 0 

with BY themſelves as free among the they may may 
ſtood | reckon chemlelyes ſuch as have noacquaintancd 
:lliſh- Y wich God, and yer for allthis be exceeding dear 
leneſs - to God? this is clear'd- by eycry days experience. 
as for Nay, It may ſay, | believe thatthercare k 
ke up m-which know what Gods preſence, (miles 
to be = love is, bur know in fome meaſure what ic 
their © 1s ro have his face hid;to walk inthe dark, and:to 
res in Y ſeeno lighr. It is no wnuſual thing of achildof 
or to | God to queſtion his ſtate, to fear whether all thar 
ut of | Hheeverdid were not in hypocrifie and fo : 
hinge B have not the beſt been made ſomerimesto 
and on (eſpecially upon ſome nocable fall) ery xr 
nder & what chey did formerly, did not proceed from 27 
aken. & meer common grace, or ſome leſs yn prin- 
and BY ciple then the life of gracey anda divine nature 
was within thera. Were there everany of the £ | 
-ifit of eAdaw, whom rich mercy hath plucked” ay 
Fire-brands out of the fire, to whom; the Log 


pr hath ſhewed his maryellous kindnefs,and lovein' 
fall: W Chriſty chat hath kipe their watch fo. 
and tharhavye walked ſ6cloſcly with God, fo asne- 


yer 
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yer to baiyethe deaft frown from him? 


oye ? If cherebezthey havetared bares then: J 


metcies will-he gather them 2 O Everlaſting |. 
Thar'sa ſweet word indeed:in the Saints car; he 
would not that one.word ſhould have been our 
of che Bible, lefr out of the promilc,for. a world, 
Iſa. 54: If chou beeſt oncerruly acquainted with 
God, thy fiate1s as (afc, thy condition as: ſure as; 
ifthou wer'c already in heayen. God may and, 
will chaſtiſe his with rods, .but his loving kind- 
neſs he will ncver remove from them, his mercy. 
indures forcyer. All that God gives co hisfriends 
and acquaintance, that is ſpiricual, is like tiim- 
; felf, Everlaſting. God: is not like ſhort-ſpirited: 

man, every moment changing, one day doating, 

upon an object, and the next day hating it as 
- much. An'earrhly Prince may one moment ſer 

his Favourite at his Table, and the next com- 

once that. he ſhould be hanged. Bur far be it. 


been: counted by ſome, and thoſe none of the 

weakeſt, no ſmall-picce of policy, to keep our of 
their knowledge : their fayours are ſo dearly. 
bought, chaickindneſs founcertain, their diſpleg-: 
ſare ſo. dangerous, and yer fo cafily procured... 
But hiereir.is far otherwiſe. It is God, and;Gad: 
alone that is ac everlaſting Friend, in whoſe pre-; 


CREST 


only te atlfvdd all their days ugder a:conflany © 
lively {eate of. cheir intereſt in divine everlaſting 


did, they enjoyed more then ever. Hewan or De-: 
»4ddid. A child of God may oftbe in aſad ſtates 
but yer he is always in a ſafe ſtate : the purpoſe. 
of God ſtands firm. Thoughfor a ſmall momenr. 
he ſcem to :forſake them, yet © with everlaſting. 


om the unchangable God, that he ſhould do... 
thus: As for:the-great ones of the world, it hath-. 


ence -»- 
yet | 


£4 


ſed 


aciy i ſchce ithere-is ful, 'Pleaſare'for 
tant cycr more. © theſecverlaſting things age grear. 
things | - An everlaſting triend, an. cycrlalting. 
inheritance, everlaſting glory, eycrlalting: joys, 
: WM cycrlaſtiog life and; cverlaſting death, they: 
ates I are macters of weight! O- why ſhould not'our' 
olc i ycry ſouls . be overpowered : with. ..the, yety. - 
Kent. WW choughts of ſuch things ! O thisunbelicf, this ug- 
ing WI belict! | drones 7 che 
19. He is one that is willing and deſirous to 

he WW beacquainted with you. What I have faid be-: 
out: i fore had fignificd lictle ro us, were it not for this; 
id, MW It's a miſery,and no comfort; to hear and: know: 
ith: W che great things which we muſt go without. Bur 
- a5 WM this is that which puts lite into all choſe powerful 
nd. W Mocives which I handled before, God is the moſt 
1d- loving, moſt ftrong andrich Friend, and with-: 
cy. MW all he hath in him-a ſweet inclination to be acs, 
ds quainred with us. The tearms that he offers axe. 
m- rhe maſt reaſonable in the' world. This, this is 
ed: WM the comfort of the poor fallen fons and daugh+ 
08: Wl tcrsof Adam ; that though they have run away 
os from. God, thongh they have left , their fathers 
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houſe, and turu'd prodigals ; yet their render-; 
hearced compaſſionate father is ready to receive 
them againz his arms are open, he meets them; 
while they are yet a-gicat way off, he runs to. 
them and falls upon rheir neck and kiſſes them. - 
and expreſleth the greateſt kindneſs-to them and; . 
joy for their return. O, unparalell'd love! Ota" 
finite goodneſs ! God hath expreſſed this his wil- 
lingneſs to receive. poor loſt ſinners abundantly 
throughout all the Scripture. It God: kad not 
becn willing to have; been- friends again with 
man, What needed he'to have given himſelf the 

crouble 
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ing hit inco' the world to: manage this'grear 
wotit of reconciling man'to himſelf? why: elſe: 
wesirhart precious bloud ſhed ? and to whar 
poſt ſhouid he ſend ſo many Prophets, Apoltles, 
—— , war's ho 1 _ of pang 
riſing up carly, an up lare?-why arc they: 
coinmanded ro cry alas, ro uſe ſo much car- 
neſtaeſs, to _—_ poor wandring ſtrangers. to 
coine to his houſe, but that he might be acquain- 
red with them ? Can any one conceive that he 
ſhould doall this wirhour the leaſt deſign of kind- 
meſs? If all char God hath done to the reconci- 
bag manto himſclt, doth nor ſpeak his willing- 
elsto be reconciled ro them, what can? 1/«. 
$5.4. Nay, ſo willing is he to receive them, not- 
withſtanding all their backſlidings, that he teach- 
th them how they may addreſs themſelves to 
him moſt acceptably, he purs words into their 
mouths which they may uſe with good ſucceſs 
wheti they come before him, Heſ.14.1,2,4, Nay, 
' that finners may be the more confirmed 1 
their expeRation of his favour, he hath moſt ſo+ 
I-mnly ſworn, T bat he del:gbrs not in the death of 
fliners, but bad rather that they ſhould return and live, 
Wherefore elſe is ic that we are ſo ſtraightly 
commuanded,as we will-anſwer the negle& upon 
or petil before God ar that terrible day, that 
 we'preach che Word in feaſon and our of ſeaſon? 
Fo what p:irpoſe ſhould Pas! expoſe himſelf to 
. ſo rffaoy hazards both by ſex and land ? VVhy 
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__ ould hetexch this Dofrine of Reconciliation 


night and dzy with rears ? Doth he not tell you 
thathe didall this by Divine Difpenſation, and 
' thar it wasas much: as his ſoul was worth ta 
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of peace ? If he had bad no thoughts of Agree- 
zin- WW ment with them, could he not have ſpoken * 
he WW them in:;chunder and lightning, with fire-and 
nd- MW brimſtone, as well as in rhe ſtill voice of tho Gg= 
ncis WW fpcl ? He could if he had pleaſed have maderhem _ | 
ng- WH to bave known the breach of his:Coyenant, iby +. 
Iſa. B giving them up to the will of theircruel ca = 
zot= WM God-could ascaſily have cut off a-whole wa 
ch- WU of us, as wecan cruſh a moth,andeafiereoo:: 6 
; to | heis willing to ſhew torth the riches of his pati» - 
heir Ml ence and goodneſs, that thereby: ſinners 'might 
ceſs MW be broughc to repentance. :How doth God: fur- 
ay, MW cher expreſs his willingneſs to receive returning 
| 12 IM finners, by engaging them by many temporalfx- 
ſos MW vours? Who preſerved that tender creature -in 
hbof W the womb, and brought ir out' of thoſe dark 
ve, MW Chambcrs intolight? Who keprthat ow in- 
cy MW fancattcr ir was 1n the world ? Whoſe flazand 
on MW wool do we wear upon our backs? To whom 
hat 1s ic that we are beholding for-every crumb we 
on? MW cat, and every drop-we drink ? VVbo ſpreads 
to © our table for us, and makes our cuſs to over- * 
by MW flow ? VVho bronghrus from thebriok of the 
ion WM grave, when we'had received the ſentence! from 
our Doftor and our Diſcaſe? And 'whar is 'the 
Language of all theſe mercies\ but rerarn,'O hack- 
ſrding fnner, for*in mens thy help found, A - 
| igng 
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whom thou haſt received jo many kindnetles,' yo 
Jfchou wouldeſt acccyr ot him tor thy Lords ll j;p 
Husband,.and Friend, who hath fent thee thele Wl (a1 
tokens, 'thou'iſhalt have other favyurs then WM ke 
theſe be. Is not this the mcaniog of all the come yo 
mon mercicsthat we daily receive from; him? Wl ha 


.VVby, wasnorthy. breath ſtopr with an Oath, MW un 
inthy.mouch > VVhy:. is it: that ſo. many thous Ml «0; 
ſands that were born fince thy ſelf, arc gone. ro if (ay 
their cternalſtate, whea thou arr ſtill ſtanding? W-r 
.V Vhact baſt thou done ro engage God moretiixa, Ml dre 
pthers that: worms: ſhould-ciot be feeding on I ye! 
on thee, whenthou art fecding upon the fat-and Ml ;; + 
fweer ? VVhar is the E-g/:fn of all this?whatare Wl the 
all theſe droves; of merctes which God ſends;to i »wi/ 
thee, bur to cool thy camicy againſt him;and ro Ml f-» 
make thee, who art marching out 1-thy. warlike Ml ha 
furnirure, to; meet him. witch -tears.of joy and Ml Go 
friendly embraces ? Is not, Love the Grver, written M do 
upon all his rokens ? V Vhar: means his frequent MW lik! 
viliting of thee, but defire of acquaintance with IM cur 
thee 2 Had h&had no deſire at all ro know you, M of: 
-and-to be known of you, do you think he would MW 149 
haye call'd ſooft and ſo kindly at yout::daor, M thr 
would he hayc ſtood knocking with ſo much par MW mi 
tience, and have ſpoketo youſo lovingly if he.de» Ml -wi! 
fired ſtill robea ſtranger co you? Is this like MW cor 
-one-. that. defires your ruine.?; Did- God :never Ml qui 
plead with thee; by his Miniſters, and urge the WM ſou 
Jame Argument that I do now ? Did you never Ml ſtat 
hear ſuch kind of cxpoſtulations as theſe? VVhy MW a5 
-wilt thou go on to defpiſe thy God, and to refuſe 
-his. love? what reaſon haſt thou to harbour ſach\ 
hard thouglns of him ? .doth.*he delerye ſuch 
$5391, Wie 


"the world can make. 


unkindieſs at your hands pyeclunple 
ones wilt ye love Timplicity * why wil yemake — 
light of that you care-poſſibly* overyalue? the 
favour of God, and acquaintance with' chy nia» 
ker. How-oft' have"you grieved his" Spirit" b 
your- uhworthy ' contempts? how many rimes 
haye gon given hit cauſe'to compli! 'of your 
unhandſome uſage, when he in "veg jpity' and 
'compaſhon came to vifityou': He hath rea{6n'to 
ſay nowzas well as of old, Hear O beavers, and give 
car O earth, for I bave'ninriſhed and brought uy chil» 
dren, avid they bave rebelled againſt me, Iſa.1.2, Do ye 
ye thus reqwite the Lord, O' fooliſh: people, and mewiſe 2 
1: tot be thy father that bought thee 7 hath he net made 
thee and-eſtabliſhed thee? Deut.32.6. O that they were 
wiſe, Avid be inſlrufted O Feruſalem, leaſt my ſoul deptri 
from thee, Jer, 6.8, Is not this the voice'of mercy ? 
haye' nottheſe beenExpoſlulations of the mighty 
God with his rebellious Creatures ? and yer how 
do they ſtand it our all rhis while, as if God were 
like to'ger {6 much 'by their acquaintance? Re- 
curn, O'fooliſh ſinner, if thon makeſt any thing 
of Salvation and Damnation,if thou valueſt eyer- 
laſting glory, if thou thinkeſt the commands, 
threatnings, and promiſes of the Almighty to be 
minded;come away and make no delay. O. why 
-wilt thon go on thus madly to undo'thy ſelf? 
come away poor ſoul, for all this it is not yet 
quite too late, thy glaſs is not yer quite run, thy - 
ſoul "is not yet fully” fixed in its uochaigeable 
ſtate, Once more I make ſuch an offer to thee, 


as Jam fure none buta mad man will refufe'; 


ſuch-an offer as none of the Kings-and Lordsof 

| The preat and mighty 
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he aſs every hes beſt wo, wh if is done. 
according to Gods: will © rs.i5-nd 
| un; Cn I goo, 4/66 Wib- 

m rather thea folly have go 

of all:the affairs of the world. 'y . 


02 maintaina;quick- and lively. ſenſe {he L Gs 


_ ajaly pon his. Soul,; and that be may; here 


-frlf 20d heyeafter giye him, as he hagh iniake cauſe; 
al all lonour, glory, and praiſe. - -;iT ; 


6.: Anorher effe& of this Acquaigtange with 
God is rhis, It would pc abundance phJilea 
vigour-iato the ſoul g-it would, as' Ee, Of 


WJ the wheels, 1and ſer them a runnioR (GEE- Aga 


noncinthe world that: a&t ar (o 
thoſe do, which are moſt acquainted FUE WE; 


& BO, how -undefacigable ape they in. thejr 
WE with whaccaradtncſs and faith dothe' ey.yray1 a 


if chey ſaw the glorious God. beforg-rhemy. an 


ercigh were talking. with him ; with what. rev 


ſerials and delight. do: they. read; | 
and-heat rhe Word, flo do all cry du 
They know'in fome meafure. what i np ho £0. Pres 


ind yg Mn ons on. 49 liyi 
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any wrong;andt | - 
urn, his conſcience wi L 


be has pur offi;- burke labours with all hif 
mighty Riop hi foul: Oy > th _ upon Sod 
ke is t16t — his knees withs 
out'hisBachers blefling.” F from isrhe Friend-and 
Acquaiintynce'vf. God, thisis the brave /ſractits 
chac Spirieaal Pricice char will nor lee God go till 
he hath prevailed -with him. He doth nor'go ni 
his work/a#it he cared hot whether he work'd 
ot no4 heignot-fick of the ſervice pf Gates if 
he rejoyethand works righteouſneſs;this' x 
is his pleafure,: and he'goes on merrity wich” 


' buſineſs. Thoſe thav'ate invimarely bid bi 


with God; are not -- old, fainc, and dill inthe: 
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ſervice of God, as others be! Sack aoneas knowt 


God v Il-andhath been oft made welcome | 


by him', why, he comes with a' grear-deal-of 
corifidentesy #nd/knocks ar Gods HOUey ahd,' for 
his part; he will not 'go 'away, thouph the'doot: 
4 prefehrly opencd,: bur he continticyknodes 
ng. beeabiſe he is ſure that his Friend: is withit 
heinowsthir he is never from home, ar#rhit 


he can - never come yp agrmgy to him! "He | | 


comes to Prayer asif he were ; joins ro-! ſtor 
p Niolonwes tie. 


comes to Piry as to fight for: a Crown, he 


Heaven , he gers Scirirual thing 


aſhamed} ct the lame and the blind its 


> Futhethee ſh for the beft in his flo; he'des - ef 


ve his intereſt in God rothe þ 
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taowstharhis King bach a _ _ 
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once, and he remembers ro his jo 
ful thingsarcto be had; if we 
for thein, and rages our Parent, 6 
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6, « Game Neve _ Thats heard ſome. Chi al 
- ans lay, that had nor God, made rheir ri. t 

© follow their callingy, £ they cold be glad with g 

© their. hearts ro do.gorhingelle, day. aor night, 

bur. hear ghe myſteries of Gods love in Chriſt 

.. pened,.. Read, Pray, Medicare, and be immedi 

' ately cagaged 1n the ſcrvice of God. Sure ſomg 

- thing is the rmatrer.with'theſe perſons morerhg 
ordinary, that their Palate ſhould be ſo Spiritys 
_aliſcd,, as that-itis their Food, their Wiae, thei 
' Dainties.to be a&ually imployed in the great a 
. of Religion The mare any ane is acquai 
" with.©9d, .che more delight” he rakes. 1a the Oy 
 dinances of God ; as one of Gods Children, bu 
. delices the Gacere milk-of the Word: :bcfore þ ie 
"was acquainted with.God, he found jx;tar othe 
wile ; . CE) DG: $ ing almoſt would, down wi 
him, the.pore ...>rd could.not be relliſhed, e 
it was adultzr aicd with flouriſhes of ide, cx 
'He hid y: ry ziutle apperite ro good wholſome 
Food, his fam. cx was. ready. to.turn at -ity 
cept. it were {5.cook't.and ſawc't, and ſer ow 
that: an 'uadegſt»ndigg man could ſcarce tell 
what; to.make of it! Whar do you lay tothis 
you. that are ſq faint and cold, in what-youdg 
31-the ſervice of God ? Come: alittle nearer, 
berter  acquaiated with, God, and.you ſhal rm 
ſuch .catectainment from , him, , that, you 
ſcarce be able ro keep long from bis houſe; get gi ye 
oft into..his company, and- you. ſhall feel he 
"Soul {trengrhened_. with new Spirits, ani 
with a ſtaoge Life, Heat and: Warmih. 
wil nat complain that _ yabparh IS Lon long 

inthe week; you will not ſay, what ex 

$a i ? When will the new Moons arid Sebbazhs| 
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| pes "0h you by think long tall cho Sal 
bath day:come, and whenit is come; thei pleafure:: 
that you take inthe-work of thar day ohuldy HY 
make you: to think it the thorceſt dayy.andigon'» - 
roo ſoon ;; and when. youhaye {ſpent ir-aa the? 
moſt diligent attcadance.upon Gog, ;you. would 
wiſh i £ _ ro £p deyoe un Or that you Were to : 
brgla fuek t would never hayean-: 
This | is 5 the jof one. 'tbat 19-very:: 
iatimarely. acquaiated; with God; his neatucſ9to:: 
his Maſter, makes lim tafotlaw his'work, a 
he knows he ſhall looſe :inatbing by Th ſaraghig 
will be coming in wy and a 1ich will mage + 
then quir. his;coſt :'Sa-that when Gad-caMls, he 
T isar hand, and-reatlily anfwerg. Speck Lordgfer 1hy + 
Ill Sjruar 06 When:God hath, any: nacflage,., 
wy any hot : ſaryice; to Raw” he accaunts it his great 
xo honour to bei-:jmplayed ini). and ſaith, ihere: I; 
» ans lend: -nae.. I clieve he that ©: ſpake;;it (rs 
ſome] 5p./.c.6.)might bea kelleconbdent, when he ſaid, 
Ill Lo what thinwilt upon m11e,,.0 Gon, { have, power to 
her 3t, it ſhall not be wy; Burden, b ut my Orpement * | 
Ye Iam gaſwaced onethar: is acquainted-ith. 
Gads canſay:icz and ſay iragainin gooll earneſt 5 : 
49] Lord what wilt __ ve me ro: do??; tubie chou 
have m=:to Preach for thee; 'torun thravg) Fre. 


fit! and: Wares: for rthee,; ro-dye far thee taigo or: 

u will come? Q:-Lord: do bur: \bate me campany»/and-1 
Es gn oye me fircngrh. and: ic (hall bedan;: Loo do: 

i all thingsrbegugh Chriſt har ſirengrhendchy; me. - 

Fi i is onchhGods' Champipns, he' watgheglie © © 

keeps upon his guard, he fights foudy,: he ſtands. 5 

{ his-ground;\in cvety. cling. he: denieans trmſelf; = 

i Can co he? quits higaſclf like a Souldier of  -; 

that which makes himechus yalſant- - 5 
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| rs ey rang y > ker. apS. Us 
1s ftrange ge of a ticathen| ibur pj 
_— what itwasto hive under the :moſt live ; 
of Gods love, to'have had ſuch inrimawi 


' converſe with him, as lome Chriſtians Have bad”, 


whar would he haveſaid *: Asfor rhe Saint that 
keeys-c _ ine, he keeps cloſe xodury-; pi 


i bio ſerye,, love, and praiſe 
buſineſs, both by himſelf, and with « 


" 7. ""Adother exceHent ec of this a0quains 
rance with Gad, is, it will make'a man Paricny: f 
underall che diſpenſations of Gods providenee}/! 


11 all.conditions co be content, in-quiernefs te; H 


poſſeſs his Spirir - Aoquatmance with 'God will: 
make him be ar peace; not'to optn-bis mouth 4% 


gainſt God, whatſoever he-laysupon him. What! V 


was it pan þ ſuch 'a calm jim Paulrhhearr, whey 
there was ſuch a conſtatr flotm wittioat him?! 
was it not his ſenſe of hisintercit it) Gods:love# 
choygh all che: world were his cncryies, 'yor 8 
long as Chiiſt was his Friead, he doth norcarei 

thoogh men and devils be againſt him,yer if Gulf 
he for himhe pafſcrh not much uponit;- tho 


men be never ſo unjuſt; yet God will ciever be fo; 
char's his comfort. It's a ſma]l 'matrer forhim* 


. to be judged with mans judgement+as long as tit} 
| isfure thar God ibook im; or 
| it ſat-will do him op Wroogs fs nite goo$' 
ld notbepnkind, andr ro it ſelf 
hy work glorious effects ourof theſerhir » 

the yorldealteyil ; if he doreceiye cv 
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ſea hoe gr 
- rack; God 46h phy ye FT (el 
$. Another glorious fe" of Act ce 
wich God, is; 'T hat ir-will tyake all: Nl joys 
_ doably (w/e; Helarh whac hehath ft 
; he nednot be! afraid bf *poyſon! Way 
ck Daintiss Which -comes- -fron 8. Ye: 
Friends F ible; he may'car his meat Wil x joys 
ful heart; and not trembleforfear!of or 
at laſt ;-whqr lie enjoys is freely: giver! him; 
all his Diſhes have chis/brave'Sauce/rlicy/are fea 
fon'd with Love, and cbfye'our of the land ofg 
Father Hethitisthe great Piopticior, hart gi 
yen him: leay84o uſt OE things: and: 'hath- prop 
mifcd alf& tpgive. hin terrcr- things, \chen? rh 
He knows'thatthis is not | kisPorrioys, chat! ehbdl 
. nothing te reps 4 poffels ; it js iN 
comfort' thin; © tharhe" T's 


 wafnt et ry 29 Ao gry 8 
. hebe imo forme iexr NE 
FricnJ that hecin ROI he. will 4 


heartily welcome'; portion,” epefi 
Mm another" Courtry thitiem F leyen be 
_ehough he live ar neycr( [6 high a rare): - 
 Mmorehe ſpends upoti ing the earcr he 1; o "h 

a key ro that red wh n 
tied ;* he kth wn n/hjes in whom all 
fulneſs oth! i his wor L's nd is noble; Terlim 
but ack and bOfhtat ayes 'Sz ſhall Ee IS 
and it ſha be optntil its! bing: God: 1 is ſo free) that | 


| berategciregf all his citatirres; / 
” bs Roya!: mu 1Y y thar — 


” -.% by 
ot” we > . 
.+ %; Mc tk oh "© EI 


yon hk, bs "_y 
if this d engh: *% 


' 


Sep to! hk. i jt Mat 
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of the wicked arc ro them!” © #2 362: 20 
9: Another effc&t' ot this Acquidcindts "Wi 
God,'is, Thar it will make*a man - 
that b&fo kno Bris wirkt God' 1ad-nor 
the witto know his fronrhis'Pad 
converſe with God'is' An more" 
Sfeat Sages hd gran 
Upon his'I uainti 


ewe btdhil 
ro look” fret he'falvation'of 


erceir Bing?” F Ks 
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thefe ſuch fooliſh aRings ? is it ſo- undil; 


chaice ta prefer Heaven, before Hell? If this be; © 


tobe a:faol, Iwiſh were moxe ſuch a fool 3;t: 
ny ITN 1 incor in D, _ I may. - 


Frog eng bates of. this. preſent = 
far your portion: + 

red with Gad, that hath: made itheity « Wy. 
the world, till they fellinto = M 
on fince SA arwekrs pe, — : 
tainad 103 for he it ag:tha | 

always ar their ember y ye _ f} 


Now,:tt istheir 
time way, thar they wereas vety fools as — <4 
thank God ave aero IS 
arc co be cheired, he whiſpers theay in _ 


car, levs them undefſtand: the frands; 


God ſpeaks; they liflery is hisca \Wwazne?d: © 


Eat 
_ tore Sendo Yi feaſts 
Wiſdew (ſair digre ſpecrons t 14 jtradls | 
-w b+th in Dovine.idv dtawbh us things, ke teacheth «a 
min bow to deweat hingſe!lf wi relation. to things: att x 


| priſett, and tv come: it inform; hin ahout rings that. 


#6 fading, and things that are laſting ;and byu bs kenws; 
howto put <'trnt'eft:mate and value on both: this learns. 
oe the differtace between Time: 464 Eternity, ::. Thus: 
far Sencea.Bur where's this Wiſdom'to be found?? 
_Nti'r eArifforle nor Plato's: wiitings The grand: 
Maxiigcs ofthis Wiſdom were; little undecftond, 
16 the Prripeceatickior Steickifchools;Blelh 8c Bio, 
Hinnarie obs impcay'#$teoqhe heightgreveal! 
nor theſe thingst@ us. -VViotcithen'is this Wiſ- 
 domrobe<fornd'?: and wacreas the: plage of m1 
detftanding emankonows aps priceof 1t nat! 
rſly: TheDeptty faich; Jriiw notin-me,iir:cant: 
bygor for Silveriis;c; Deſtrution and Dearh fay;; 
VNchavehdavdebe fame theroof with our cars./) 
There is calkpt Wiſdom'in Hell, chereichepican- 
avhac reps were made:to them of the'Ex+: 
qcios-of Chriſt -ard/howearne Oy 
t V Viaddom!! 
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., +@. Agother effc& of this Acquaintance with 
God, iss It willmake--a man xict»: As ſoon; as 


any oncis acquainted with Gods. be is fer ip:@ 


thriving way. Man ar.che firſt: had - bis eſtare-4n 
his. own bands, and he;kepr up his:Lrade fora 
licclecime, and but-tor a liccke; time; for: crhaugh 
his: ſtock was greats, yet mecting with rhe Sers 
penc-thas great:Cheater, he was miſcrably overs 
reached; and ſo ſadly impaired ia his. Spiritual 
Eſtates that he broke peclantly ; and had nox Jes 
ſas-Chriſt ſtept in-and bayled him, and been his 
ſurery, he would foen- have had all his Credi- 
tors upon his back, and have been laid up in that 
diſmal priſon, tillhe ſhould have paid che urmaſt 
farthing.; but through the kindneſs of Chriſt the 
grand Credi tor had patience 8 offersto-make uft 
the buſineſs,and ro compound upon bexter tears 
then the finner-could-poſſibly expe&., -Ehyilt 


undertakes ro heal the infinite, breach, to bring 


God and Maa acquainted, & to (et him up agains 
i1n-caſe he will bur accept of the gracious-rerms of 


agreement ; and thus undon man-thac was bee *, - | 
fore ina boggarly: condition... upon his xcturnto.' | 


God, is-ſer 1 a. berter- way: then eyer+; , Gad his 
Friend- now takes ſuch order-for: him, that he 
ſhall be fure never r@ break, again;z, he will be hig 
Naſh-kecper, he will havethe overfightofall. beg 
will teach him frh, an art, that he'ſhall be ſar! 

to get. by every. thing-that he trades io, hefhl 


gainby-his loſſes} graw:rich by his poverty, ard - "2 


drive the bclt trade, ir may: beg. whencheis forced 
ra\ſhur his Shop doors, T mean ina. rimeof ain 
lent; perſermions: Whatſocver lefſ«9.9r- erefles 
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& hired hath fo _— hcbarhak 
and he can goto-an 


«th, ferch out ſupplics 
Scenes abd wheaallchoſe Suey or 


IS; - ate fhow in the World, and that weretaken - 
= mn $s, that were exceeding well ropaſs, ! 

be proclaimed Bankruprs; and be found not 
watch a Farthiog, and be cattycd to priſon for: 


debe; then he hatch mony-int his pure, coyn thar 
will po -currant in any Country. In the mear 
rich, hoogh he be > yg ro be worth nothing, 


to drive but a pitiful Sens _ when he. 


comes to dyc; and v Xa@ inventory is 
Mer of ll akat he is worth, oo} wi 


thouſainds r aid no wonder when he hath ſach a 
Partner, thatwill be ſure co ſee that hisbulineſy | 


ſhalibe man to the beſt advantage, and that 
he ſhall never be out of purſe 5 upon this accounty 
the'man can't chooſe but thrive; he will have 


fomerhing to ſhow for his gains, when others 
 havenothing. When the rich ones of the world 


rain. a furview of- that many 


eſtate; . is acquainted with Gods you tnuſt lift 
ep your- cy6& to thofe everlaſting Hills, you-maſſ 


- took Eaft, Welt, North and Soth, all this is hig. 
_ = things poof ai and _ rocomme ; mount up to 
| is roo ſhort, yout 


fee not t tones tafeddih eg part of his inheritanceyall: 


| the top 
* this is nothing, he hath abtave cſtate in anpthet 


Country ;'he mo_ in Bilts and Bonds, when is 


* comes 10006 will haye no-man Knows | 
= ilgeh it! ; ard whenethath he all this weale 


U fe: not gar every pertay'of it _— 
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ſhall be begging a bes, wok watery he isat thie foun+ - 
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/B this wo rn: Se havechandled,! 4 
have fallen inhere before 3 bur the world -laughs  -: 
when Þ ſpcadc at this rate, and think that Jam © * 

puch - naiftaken ; the . godly: man. rich?! thaf's - 
en = ſtrange} what rich with ſcaece dodths-10:then 
re finng weak Lonnrs 
for | for their cftate is in mvivibles ;; it is n0T he rhar' 
1at = poſſeſiech much, but herhar wants lntle is rich x 
na N Will. you call nothing/tiches, but Gold and 
he | Holineſs no riches? And will you call theſe likgle, 
/ 8 | 
th 
h a 
eſs 
hat 


becauſc he hath not ſo much trouble: and yexari- 

on with _ ——_ ——— wy pm > 

ry, the. everlaſting erjoytnent of God nothing ; 

' Þ Isthe nolſeding char which is mare worth then {| 

t | a thouſand worlds; \no riches ; It: to: baye all - 
mty || chings that are good for them ; If to baye more 
ive | then their hearts can conceive ; If:to befilled 
ers || with all Spiritual plenty, be counted: poverty 3 
let me be thus poor, 'rather then enjoy [the Re- 

uns - || venue of all the Princes; and great Oncsof the 
ant | World? And whar-do you think his; yor 
lift J that are worth never apenby ? Arze:yol! deſirous 
of} || cohavea grear Eſtare? yon thar go batkward, and 
his | ger nothing, would-be: ſeri fuch away, as thar 
5 $0 || you maybe ſurc-never [to break? Why then, 
rol || get .acquainted with 'God, and you cari't; me © 
het. U «3. Another glorious effe& of acquaintance '# 
\tis | with Sod,is,cthat it makes 2 maw'like God, which 
hat. Þ is chetopof- rhe Creatures honour. Cempany is 
<4 | of-an affimulating naturc. 'He tharbelorc was. 7 
ac; mholy;and like the Devil; by converfica wo - 
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: He thar before: was: cruel; Hery; unme y by. 
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| hisatquaintance with God-'is made kinds: mecls, {| gl 
; and Movely. He that: its his natural:ftate was a © bto 
: Non-Conformitt roche Laws of his maker,wheg £1 
: heis well ſtudied in this point, is che ſtiffeft Cons Ml cy 


« fotmiſt; he ſticks cloſe roche righreons Cannons Wl | 
of:the-holy God, and willnoc by his gonad will Os 
-qutn tothe right: hand; or. to che lefr. He that Gor 
- was ſometimes very 'unlike | God) . when: he sf nc: 
{broughenigti uato him, hiscountenanceis chans I co (. 
q, his fratfires arealtered, and the lineament ther 
- of Gods imageappearvery' lively ic his face; and far | 
' the morehe is in Gods company, and: theoldet rae 
vo more he grows like him. O how lives 
-: * doth ſuchaoneſhine! what 2 Majeſty, Glory, Jl like 
"y and Bcaury' is there in his face 1 the -oftner he ſecre 
- - , = cormesto God, the more he is raken with his Ex» Y mor 
celtency, ohe:more: he labours to imitate him, 1: 
- He ftudies what God is; andas far as hisnatureys God 
capable otir inthis life; he deſires co be like him. 
_— If Gotthetrac and faichful, .he dare nor be falle; 
- but he'will hace'the way of lying : if God be free 
'-and bountiful; he rhinksir very ill becomes onedf 
tus childrento bide his face; from his own: fleſh 
': to ſhur up his bowels, to be vaid 'of natural: aft» 


- :Ktian- | Ttpaority be ſocminentin God, heknows be a, 
- that vimpuruy. would :not be commendablemthen / 


::himſelb. :In a word, hedeſires in every thingw} 

carry himſelf; as one whoſe higheſt ambitia 

- co ſprakzaftiand thinkas one thar would be like 

 :[God. Ir wasbravely ſpoken of him (Sw,Ep;7% 
+; eſpecially if we conſiderwhat the man was> wi 

old his Friend tharcall'& him to: Heaven #8 
_pendinns, To getta;: much bopy neſs as this pare; th i 
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Fg cn whit inch bedy is capable of, that 1 ie, to get Gel 


far bis Friend, tobe like -bins, This 1 is a ſhort. alt 


ek 2 2 Soul carricd ro Heaven, or 


oughc down to the Soul. A fult and ries 
cxaformiry and likeneſs ro God is the very-Glos . 
iy of Gloty ; and a partial eenformity to him 
acarthy is Tn unſpeakable honour ip this life. 

ill Ou were,men and women better acquainted with 
"© God, they would ſparkle and ſhine in their-Gee 
6M acration, ſo that encrnics ſhould be- forced 
W co ſay, thaca Saigris  prother, kind of Crcarute 
then a caſual finn why ſtand you wi ſo 


ol far off from God e nearer r hind, 8 nd the 


I r2ycs of hisglortous Tmage willrefl io bait 
F lives; Be acquaimed with him, and you ſhall'be 
J like him ; keep much ia his company by Faith, 
ſeccer Prayer and Medication, and you will - be 
{| more Holy, Divine, Spiritual.” 
12+ The laſt cffc&t of this acquaintance with 
God, which I hall name; isthis, ic will make a 


hin (| man better, far more Excellent in all ſtares, a 


3 cclarions ; all his Friends will have the beter hi 


free | with him, the whole Family, it may be w 


dwels, will fare the berrer tor him ? IF he 


bf Child, he is more dutiful to his Parent ke 


>f-was, while he was unacquainted wich God # If he 
be a Scryant, he is more diligent and: 1 


caſlthen before, -he ſerves not with eye a 

ingy{doth. what he dock with ſingleaeſs of hearts as - 

an unco the Logd ? Ifhe be a iotge, it wakes him 
Ke m_ a ijak es 5p e 

P47 4 a bis Hou SHY ſerve WELeT Theta 
> whi _ his ſervants ſhould make bold with 

call then, God,lic is concerried fot the pod WE 


50h is his Fantilyrng mach 2x his ona; ; F he be a Fa- 
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ws (136) —_— 
ther;- he is carcful co briog up his children foe! 
God, he is more Bo in his afte&tions wH « 
them, and deſirous to leave them God for theix 
Father, Fricnd, Portion ; as he is a neighbour, he 
follows peace with all men, and holincts, becauſe 
he hath ſeen God ? How ſweet and amiable doth 
acquaintance with God make a man ! how ready 
to heal diviſions! how full of goodnefs and cha. 
opt how ready ro do good unto all, but eſpe 
ally co thoſe that be of the Houſhold of Faith} 
how compaſſionate, and tender-hearted ! howWulc 
ready to provoke others alſo to loye, and goodff0 
—_ ; ſo that the whole Pariſh lives the qui 
ter, all che poor fare the berter, all the neighbour 
hood, ſome way or other is beholding to him; 
one that knows God himſelf, doth what he ah 
©o get others acquainted with God too ? hoy 
{ſweetly doth he commend the way of wiſdom? 
with what carneflneſs, and pitty doth he plead 
with ſinners, and labour to teach tranſgreflors, 
the paths of God, that ſinners may be convened 
unto him. How doth he ſet before them thene- 
cefſity of a change, the danger of their preſent 
ſtate, and the excellent qualities of this Friend 
that he would bring them acquainted with, re 
ling them, that time was, that ke alſo was as they 
are, and thought his condition as ſafe as they do! 
their's ; bur that it pleaſed the Lord by be 
to open his cyes, and to reyeal to him the need"! 
that he had of Chriſt, and to inable him to accy 
- of him, and to prizc hins above the whole works. 
In all conditions, and relations he commend" 
Religion, and ſhews that godlinefs, where it is". 
the power and life of it, 15a brave thing, which} ph 
makes fo: great an alteration in '2 man for fFycrc tl: 
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n'{s © better ?. If he-be fick, he rejoyceth, and thinks 
lf cheerfully of death, the grave and Ecernicty wry 
:M in this ſtare demeans himſelf ſo, that ſtanders by, 
:f cant but be convinced of the reality of inviſtbles, 
uſe and co chink ſure there is ſomething more then 
ordinary in acquaintance with God,which makes 
ready © men fo. undaunted, and with ſo much gallantry 
to miect death ; ſure their condition is berrer then 
eſpe Yours, or elſe they could neyer be ſo joyful ar 
-k\Mſuch a tirhe as this is; Then hetells of the 
Muſe of a Chriſt, the benefit of a Redeemer in a 
Edying hour , and how infinitely it is for their 
-M10crcſt, in Time to provide for Etcrnity ? if he 
bourefwell, he defires {2 improve his health for God, 
:m+ (and to ſcrye his. Maker with the ſtrength of Bg- 


, Ry, and Soul, If he bepoor, he ſhewsa pattern 
of Patience,Meckneſs, Thankfulneſs, and letsthe 


world underſtand chat godlinefs with content is 
preat Bain ? if hebe rich, hedeſires to berich ig 
AorsMeood works alfo, and to trade with ſuch trifles 
2s Gold and Silyer, for rich commodities, as 
. Graces Peace and Slory ; with the things of thi 
» Fyorld, for the things of another » To lay up for 
tim(ſelf Treaſuce, which neither Meth'can cor= 
"#t. Wilpt, nor Thieves break through, and ſical; and 
& Bo make to himſelf a Friend of the unrighteous 
cy do Flaminon; to bea Faithful ſteward of rhgfe Tas 
ward ents char his great Lord and Maſter hath com<- 
- need Wuitecd- ro bis cruſt; he ſhows how great a good 
accojr$#{15 tobe great and good too. This isthe mat 
ic a8. hich doth adorq cheGoſpel:ghis is theChriftian, 
ends Fficti doth credic his prafeſſton ; this "cis to 
7 of oumately ru: pon wich God,! O how ulctu 
whichE"'ght mcn and women be in thicit read 
m_ retry bik elipin Gpde Gompany ? © wit : 
(» } TRY | 


oF 


FL. . Say Fa 
I& 


SA. AEs: 
afayour would there be of their Graces in thi cl 
 placewherc they live? How would poor Cre 
ctires that teccive ' good by their holy counſcly _- 
ant ſuitable lives, bleſs God for che day, tharof *®P 


ver 'they were born, and adore that' goodnelgt®*** 


'Þ which brought chem near ſuch and ſuch a ons by 


by-whoſe means God hath brought them our al | oo 
the Vaſſalage and Captivity-ot Satan, and :\y th 
whoſe lielp they have gor acquainted with'g Bat 
Friend chat is more wortli to themchen a world; rk 
for oc that hath God for his Friend, can't bu my uh 
defire that others alſo ſhould have an intereſtiy "55 
him; chcy know how illirwill go wich chemehaſ}0h. 
Know hor God, and this makes them to do whalſſy, 
they can to bring God'and man acquaintes ;'rhoſy. 
would make thoſe” that are. good -better, aw, 1... 
them th:c are bad; good? if choſe that heap, 


vetſerh with,or ſtands related to, were encmithF.. 
he lets them know that a Chriſtian can love* hin 
dearly, whoſe fin he hates-entirely, and that 
6h11d of Sod can pitty them, that have no pit 
acall for him. T'might add how oft are a gre: 
many Wang ones ſpared from temporal judge 

or 


ficars, for the ſakes of the rrightcous- char anſ, 
amongſt them. - | "Ye wil 
I. HEAD OF MOTIVES... 
The next Head of Motive to enforce this Bi out 
hortation, might be _ thedanger ofndl,: 1 
being acquainted with God. 'If you could-We. 1 -* 
ſecurely wittiour God, and be in a fafe condition 1 
though you ſtill remained/a ſtranger to him, Wh, 
buſineſs then were not fo very conſiderable 
youcmlifindaiy in Heaven that could do 
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PREM iy j GE not be ſocar-- 

\ Out i you ro get- an interelt 1a his favour, if 

oucoul toy fra mcanspoſſible he ingls 
afpy any other WAY, | if wighout rhis Er 


nary getta Heaven, and without his Alliance ay T 


"F ucrer rujne, 1 ſhould haye had the leſs xeaſpn.ro 
"Y uſc.ſo much importuaity ; I might rhen poſſibly 
.) re {pared my (clf quad troabls of ſpeaking rhe 
"- and you the roub & of hearing of them. - 
; Ba - ce and know that it.is as 35 ach. as 
 Echcir lite and foul is warth, toflight and der 


, value the Motions that I am now -a 


"you in Chriſts ſtead, how cn L mh any Eath? 


coolneſs and loye to your ſouls ld my; Bea peace? 


"FHow ca I ſtand looking upon _ a WOenen 
7 that arc about ro murder their own ſouls; 
®Fforbear crying our ? How can I endure ole 
” oor Creatures running with all the ſpeed t 
can ro that diſmal place, from whence there, 15 


Yo Kedctnption, and not endeavour to. ſtop 


them 2 Would you have me ſo cruel ro your 
ſouls, as not. to tell that, which, doth. infinicely 


"2 ca <ncern their well-being ? for, let me tell you, 
SEGod will nor. ſtand neurer, he will be either for 


"You or againſt him ; he is the Lord of Hoſts, and © 


"he will fight on one {ide or other. Now ſee ts 
.; Four marrers, as the nature of them doth re- 
ice. Whar do you think of having 3 God a- 


ainſt you ? .if God be againſt you, wh: 0 wee 
br you ? There i no peace, ſaith my Ged, to the 
wcked, The. (afeſt condition you can be in while 
uk Lekag enemy, is ſadly bazardous ; ſuch a 
_ s by a twiacd thread over .everlaſti; 
ames; e ſtands upoathe brink of thar borrome 


FlIPIL and one ſhove, ge ſlip-ſcads him goirs 


\% 


far cver; he ſtands upon a pinacle, which aait}'* 
licele blaſt may blow him ond then wh re ' wh 
the mantoall Erernity ? it he fall chence, ther rc 
isnoriſingagain ; if he once go into that 'othaf ?: 
world, there 1s no recovery of him, it one wouk 
vea world to bring him back again. I ſay i 
ain, if God be nor your Friend, he will be your 
Enemy; and what do youthink of ſuch an Ene- 
my ? Ic is but a word, a look, and they fal, Ls 
me tcll you, that except you ſpeedily hambl 
your ſclves, you ſhall find that we do not mak 
the danger greater thea it is:according to his feat, It h 
ſois his wrath ; you may know ſoon cnoughiv] |. 
our coſt, what the diſpleaſure of a God is, hoy 
readful his arrows, how-ſharp his (word. Nd 
2 man of chem ſhall ſcape that will nor accept 
ones upon his tearms, and that quickly too. bod 
hat willbe a (ad day, when God ſhall ſay, Brig ,_- 
rhems ont and ſlay thims before my face. It God be your 6 1 
enemy, who do you think will be your friend? a 
To which of the Saints or Angels will you fly? 
whetc will you go for ſhelter againſt the ſtorm of 
chatrerrible ane ? what armout will defend you 


from thedinr of his weapons? what in the world ſony 
can ſtand that man in any ſtead that hath fach or 
an Adverſary ? cſ{pecially when he comes to giv p af 


_ hisdefinirive ſentence againft him for high Treaty ; 
fon. Dives may fay, Father, and Abrabew, Son; 
t what comfort for all chat had che miſerable 
Child from his holy Father? 'doth he not i 
ſtead of cooling his rongue with a drop of water, 
hy more a coals upon it,8 if it be poſh 
ITT os 
ox 12thy life trme-badft thy good things. Thug Abe 
ber by putting him in mind whar his col ditio 


' 
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hw makes him with che greater ſorrow to fecl 
? PF whatit is. The memory of 'former joys under 
| reſent ſorrows » make them ſting the .more. 
dl chen, if you would not hereafter refle& 
with ag aking heart upon your loſt enjoyments, 
' chink wich a {crious and thankful heart of whe 
Y preſent offers, thar you may in Ecernity refleR 
Engl with joy upon your ſkorr ſorrows. in time. "If 
"I you will nut be acquainted with God, you, ſhall 
|| beacquainted with the Devil, and know whole 
company is belt by woful experience. If you will 
not believe his Word, you ſhall feel his Sward 
If his kindneſs and goodneſs will not melt you, 
his power and juſtice ſhall break you ; for he that 
new is ſo paticnt, will ere long roar like a Lyon, 
and tear in pieces, and there ſhall be none to de- 
liyer ; he will break his ſtubborn” enemies with a 
rod of iron, and daſh them in pieces like a pot- 
ters veſſel. Thoſe that will not know his love, 
ſhall know ſomething elſe; I will not ſay what, 
for it is inexpreflible. Bur only this remember, 
it is ſuch a God that you will have to deal with, 
{ b:fore whom the mountains quake, and the hills 
F remove our of their places, before whom the 
ſack} 3<ar Tyrants of the world bave fallen ; and ſhall 
—j you ſtand? VYhere arcallthoſe Giants? VVhere 
are the inhabitants of the old VVorld > VYhac 
"| is become of Nimrod that mighty hunter, and all 
his fellows 2 Where are all thoſe daring finners, 
that (corned to accepr of a pardon, mercy and 
peace, and which had the courage to grapple: 
with amnipotency it ſelf ? who got the day? 
J' who had the worſt of it ar laſt ? and art thou 
of "| ſtronger then they ? is thy power greater, thy 
> 0 underſtanding deeper, thy Allyes more coofide- 
/ yi | ESP rable 


| men FIN ? A fy way wy t60' bal 
God. | ecauſc ow. ere wr 6b ain p -anwy, Orv 
apainſt thee, thou think Yb 
. 61 this account thy heart js fully fer ih' che t vi 
wickedly ; but know thou, for all this that G 
asfair as it ſeems to be now; the winds may” rift; 
as 7 ger may, gather of a ( ſudd den, the Heavens 


b; but Phy 4b can neyer be roo por os 
It 1shecauſe God cannot Fad with the 2 "do 
will bring thee to Ji gement. Conlider this het 
be overcaſt in a moment; and what wiff you 


go 6 then ? when Heaven and Earth ſhall. es k 
. Flame, then you will be ſcrapiog aoquaeang 
with GaJ, then you will beglad to be owned 
him, then you would willingly Chriſt po 
notice of you, and ſay, Tow bleſſed of my Fac 
ther ; then you will you ſtand ar the dooi and 
nock, and cry , and pray, and plead, and ſa; 
Lord, Lord, have I net been oft at thy botſe ? bavel þ 
tat at thy teble, and tangbr 1 ur thy nam in our flreet: ? 
4nd'yet thou ſhalt be diſmifled with' this ſhort 
and ſhar anſwer, Depart, I kndw ou not. How 
doyou like ſuch an anſwer as this is ? how will 


you take it m__ ou ſtand beggihg at be; door ll 


fore. cnn of mercy, pn drop of Chriſty 
bloud, to be ſent away with a bitter fcorn and 

nal, or elſe to be anſwered with filence? 
- Whereas you were invited to the feaſt as well 2s 

thoſe that went in, and you would not het 
though God ſent meſſenger after .meſſeriger to 
fetch you, you thought your oxen better cottis 
' Pany then your God, you took more plkaſure 
In your dogs, qþen in the hunting after thoſe 
nobler things. Whar doyou, think of ſuck cx 
Os as theſe ? what” replies can; yolu 
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to theſe accuſativals you'will find 


wilt be dead and/gone, and if they would help 
you they canner ; your cftare'will be conſurtieds 
your houſes will-all be burnr, all your attcn- 
dants, excepr*care and fear, will fiortly forſake 
you; your Gold a 
wortha ruſh; ' and whar will youdo then ? nays 
che grearcſt friends that you had wilt become 
your cnemics. Little doi'you think, as kind'as they 
fcem to be; whar your good fellows, the World, 
and rhe Devil will doagainſt you ; Lictle do you 
think how falſe your friends will prove when 


fr comes to that, that they fee that all is going 7” 


then they -affo' will help forward your raine. 
Thoſe that yourdarſt have truſted your life with, 
will accuſe you and help ro caſt you. Thoſe 
which incotiraged to fin, will witneſs againſt for 
ſin. Your good FeHows, your Confederates in 
wickednefs, your dear Friends, that you loved 
morethen God, that you did not ſpare to ven- 
ture your life and ſoul for, O it will make your 
heart ake tofee ſuch come in againſt you, which 


 youthoughr loved you ſo dearly !-O ro hdvea 


Wife, a Child,a Husband, an old Friend rocome 
before the Judge, and to make knownſuch things 
as you hoped had been buricd fof ever. It will 
make yourears to tingle, to hear one crying out, 
Lord, if it had not been for him, I had turned 
and repented ; it's long of him that I am mm this 
wo'ul condition ; I was refolved many a-rime 
and oft to ſerk after another world, and taxpro- 
vide fot my ſoul, but he world rot ler me afoi 


when I began'to be ſerious, he Jaughed:and jeer - | 
me; and wotild neyer be at quiet till he had made. 
| : ala” 
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d and Silver will not ere long be _ 
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me 23bad.as himſelf; hi 
Ale-houſe tothe Tavern,from thence toa TR 
houfe, from a Mayewls to a Whorc-houle, 
from thence to the High-way,from thence to the 
Gaol, from the Gaol to the Gallows, and from 
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.  altthis. O how will men look when they ſeethe 


them! this *tis to truſt to faithleſs friends; this 
tis to make lighr of acquaintance with God. 
Your Gold and Silycr will be a witneſs againſt 
you, and will cat your fleſh as with a canker ; 
your Children, Relations good and bad, will 
ſpeak bitter things againſt you ; your own Fa- 
mily will curſe you, and fay, .. Lord, we neyer 
| rard any thing of God, except inan Oath from 
{ his mouth ; we never heard any thing of Religi- 
- © on, exceptirt were in derifion of it in his Family ; 

and thoſe of us that were a lictle ſerious, and be- 

- gan to think of our. ſouls, he would ſnib and 
* drow-beat, and never give usa kind look till we 

did as he did ; nay, the Devil who now doth fo 


ſelf ; he will then beas cruel as he now ſcems 
kind ; he that now tempts to fin ſo impetuouſly, 
. will hereafter accuſe or fin violently, and tor- 
ment for fin unmercifully. The people of God 

which weep over finners, and pray for them, 
. and wiſhthem well with their ſouls, will then 


without” the leaſt ſorrow ; nay, they alſo will 
one inagainſt chem too, and ſay, Lord, I cold 
xm of this woful day, O Lord thou knoweſt 
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oj Icame hither ; and I may thank him for - 
beſt friends thar they hads came, in thus againſt 


much flatter ſinners, and make them believe that 
heis ſomuch their friend, will then ſhew him- - 
ſee juſtice execured upon their neareſt Relations, ; 


'Tfoxewarned them of tar wljch wRoy comers | 
| > 442 ; ; P23 yy 
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paſs an wich ow wickall call he compa FE 
is ha I could, and they ſcorned 5 
tp would nor pity.chemſclves, bur abs od *Y 
ar *4 hey are going from, a_g ; 
Co Hell that they are going to ; and no "I 
Lord, thou art juſt and righteous, ' that thou 
thus judged them. This will be the c Logage of 4 
thoſe thar are your beſt friends ; rhe people of * 
God they will be Ap Ke _ op © if you 
will not now mind the _—_ of l Yeu PEAcc 
with God ; they muſt and will, be on Gods fide 
againſt all the VVorld, they muſt and will take 
Part With their Friend, and clear him when be + 
judges, and juſtjfic him when he'condemns you. 
that you that are now ſtrangersro God, would 
burconſider of theſe things! O that you would 
bur think what chis battel may be, where the 
combatants are fo —_ Srand ſtill O Sun in 
w vallcy of Aja, till the Lord have a—_—_ 
him of his enemies: Muſter your ſelves, Oye 
ſtars, and fight in your courſes againſt choſe mi- 
ſerable finners, that have waged a war againſt 
their Maker ; plant your mighty Cannons, ſhoac 
down huge Hailſtones, Arrows of fire, and hot 
Thunderbolts > O how do the wounded fall? 
how many are the ſlain of the Lord, multitudes, 
mulrirudes in the valley of Deciſion, for che day 
of the Lord is terrible. Behold” Gods - enemies 
falling by thouſands, behold the oy Eton agen one 
in blood, hear the Pracncng of his terrible ; 
the mountains are. covered ; with Horſes: _ |: 
Chariots of fire. Gods Souldiers run' one 
place to ancttier with their flaming- Swords in. 
'their hands, Arm'd with the juſtice of God; jea- 
loufic, power and _ Q the dreadful 
ſlaughter ; 
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a that' is made. \ 
ey 3re'not ableto annoy _ 
op lokand, chcloomens fail thein, palencſy 


' _ aad”trembling harh ſ(cized upon abs: Gonck of 
therin all. The oY the Lord'isftrong 
the blood of the flain, from the fat SR mi hrys - 


the bow of the Lord turneth not back,the {word 
of the- Almi ighty returns not” empry ? How 

che miglity Ones fall ia the midſt of this fats 
tet A hor” battell indeed in 'which none 
ſeape ? Who is he that cometh from &dew with 


dyed gatmepts from Beſraþ r This that is glorir 


ous in bis apparel, and trayelling ia the greatncls 
of his ſtrength, the Lord of Hoſts is his Name. 
"Wherefore art thou red in thy.apparel, and thy 
pe rmentslike him that treadeth the wine-far:?: 1 

ve troden the winepreſs alone, and of the peo- 
'ple:'there wasnone with me-:: For 1.will tread 
ther in mine anger, and trample them in my 


furry, and their blood ſhall be ſprinkled upon my 
: en ,and I will ſtain all my raiment, for the 
| any of Vengeance is in'my Heart, and the year 

'of my Redeemed is COMME. And I will read 


Om = pcople in mine anger, and'make them 
fury, and I willbring down their 


—_— to 7: 6 Etrth, the hand'of the Lord (hall 
beknown, che power of the mighty F«bovab ſhall 
'befelt; and his indignation tawards his Encmies,; 


For behold he will come with fire, and wich cha- 


; ms like a whirlwind, to render his anger 'with 


; and. his rebuke with flames of fire - F6r by 
by his ſword: will he-plcad with all 


A Gan *xhe ffain.of the Eord ſhall be marty, 
W OE Saints ſhall' go forth and look up-n-the 
a 


fes of the men-that have maolercſled c 


% » 


| be an: abhorring waa ali Fi aipons the. 
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iblc cempeſt. This me tion 6f ;theit - © 
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gaint me: for their \ JOHN * ſhall nor. dye, ED ; 3 


cher hall cheir fire be grnchigl and | od they all 


he. ſhall xainſnarcs, 


to defie- the Lord of Hoſt 1 This *cis roccfuſca 

peace that. would baye been fo un, ly 

vantagious! To ſpeak a little plainer,, ea 

that finners are like to -getby cheir ſtand 

our againſt the renders of: Graceand b: 
arc you: ſtill defirous- to- <8 in as 


4 _— 'fot En and turn not wy, back 3 
coward, vere upon the mouth of the Cannon, 
ruſh upon - the-thick boſſes of: Gods buckler, if 
you long to periſh everlaſtingly. You have beard 
whar-the: war will coſt you, andasyou like jc - 
now,;doiAnd what do you laugh ar all this > well 
then, go 60 bur be it upon your peril, Your 
be upon your own Soul :-As:for mel 
have ſaid much more then Thaye,to diſlwade you -: 
from this deſperate emerpriſc ; Þ foreſce phy | 
caſe you-will be iny when !you are-in the,beat of 
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| : will do as ntuch ro morrow as hedotl to days - 


| ame, (248 y ot, 
' 430ne thar will molt cerrainly be undon, if thou 
doſt 'nor ſpcedily alter chy mind; wheretore my 
, loyns are filled with pain , paogs have taken 
* hold upon me; as the pangs of a woman that, 
travellcth, I am bowed down at the thoughts of 
of chy miſcry, I am diſmayed at the ſecing of thy 
deſtrution. The finner ventures forall this. He 
is marched into the field ! Ser a watch-man 
ler declare what he ſcerh. Who meets thar 
furious wretch ? A Lyon, alyon roarcth, hc'is 
- rota in pieces, and none can ſayc him, he is gon! 
heisgon! he is gon for ever ! and who may the 
mad -man thank for all this > Who could help 
it > He would veature though he was: told as 
much. Well chen, ſee whats hike to befall the 


/ Eticmicsof God : You hear what is like tobe the 


condition of all them that will not be acquainted 
with God, Firſt, or Laſt, you likewiſe may bes 
hold what a cafe you'your (elf ſhall be in ere ir 
be long, cxcepr: you do fpecdily repent of your 
folly; and mect you adyetſary in the way, and 
humble your ſelf. before the mjghry Fehovab ; 
_ quickly > What will yoa do? Turn, or 


epent, or Dyc. Yet you do but hear, |}. 


youdo riot feel ; bur thouſands, *and millions feel 
what the difpleaſure of God is, what the breach 
of his Covenant is, and what the effes of a wat 
with the Lord of Hoſts is. O' be wiſe'by their 
falls, let their deſttuion be-yout inſtruftionz 
take heed what you do, leſt you be the next that 
| God ſhall deal with as at enemy 3 As yer God 
offers to be Friends with you ; bur whether God 


Ido net know. Itell you bur ſos it'shatd yr 


| og cothe yertutres Remnember am -- 
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proffersof Grace, and-pardon made to you, God 
hach ſcnt us to ler you know his will and plea- 
nh ſurc, and we demand of you irom-him. to give 
at, us your anſwer ſpeedily. And what can't ye 
of yer reſolve ? 1s it ſg difficult a bufineſs ro deter- 
y mine what to fix upon * O fooliſh people, and 

unwiſe! O unſpeakable madneſs! How juſt 


F; muſt their condemnation needs be, who: are 
at offered ſalyation ſo often, and refuſe it ? whoare 
is ſo oft told of damnation, and yet runinto it? in 
n! a word, who might have'God for their Fricyd, 
he and had rather have him for their cnemy. 

lp 4- The next head of Metres, by which'I 


AS might inforce thisduty of acquaintance with God, 
he may be taken from the examples of them: whi 
he made all the Friends they canto get acquz 
ed with God. Bchold a cloud of witneflcs, which do 
_ all with-one conſent ſpeak high in the commen- 
10 dation of this Friend, that Tam perſwading you 
ut all that I can to be acquainted with. Are you. 
nd }F wiſer then all your neighbours, isthe ignorant | 
b ; obje&ion of ſome that would take it very hei- _ 
ot nouſly, if we ſhould call them fool, when we -pur 
Irs |: them upon a fcrious diligence in peufuir of the 
el beſt things ? Why, ler me retort this objeftion 
ch | upon themſelyes, are you wiſer then Enech and 
at Noah? have you more underſtanding then Abre- 
cir baw, Iſexc and Faceb > Have yoummere witthen 
3 David > Arc you wiſer then Heman, Daxjel and 
at | many othersof thoſe brave worthies, which were 
od | the wondersofthe workd,the Non-ſuches of theie 
od | age, and a pattern to future Generations ?--T his 
was the greateſt picce of their wiſdom to. walk *© 
with God, 1 this was the beſt of their policy to get 
 fopotent an Allic ; his ſpake them to be men of |}; 
2, FF 73 


- x A = 
"Ha. 
, | 


= £ "_ 
k at 
Do % 
* F 4 
LS, n 
4 s > 


% 


othtrs;tbeca 
| : . equainred with Goc, andchus co make cheir 1n-. 
".":\petcſt as large as: Heaven, a 
©” >*Proſpericy:as ſure: as:the: oath of a: 


dent "management of thcir :worldly affairs to 


be inthe leaſt diſpleaſing ro him ? Whar: bitcer 
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decyerteach; anda larger underſtanding then | 
uſc they-made it their bultncls to get 


nd their = and 

od could 
:makoir. iDo youthink that all cheſe men were 
»miſtakent? did their: wiſdom lie. otily in a pru- 


their beſt advaniage ? what then, dithey mean 
i {ome of them to cave all thatthey had ſochcar- 
feliy upon the command of Gpd:? dare ,you (ay 
har chey-prized the favour of Godat too high a 
:rare?-as for theirparts, they thought they could 
gever value fuch-@ friend as ' God too much. 
Whar elſe 'was the meaning of their longing, 
; panting, and: breathing after him ? VVhy cllc 
are they ſo glad of his company, his preſence? 
Howloath were they-rodo any thing that might 


moans did they make, it he did but withdraw a 
while; tf hedid bur a licrle abſent bimſelf from 


- theth ?7/ how wonderful defirous were they of en- | 200 
jaying communion wich: him ? how earneſt to | 7 
live mx his houſe for ever > Dare you'ſay that Fa C 
'theyayereall fools and mad men for refuſing the ay 

-etybraces of rhispreſent world, for flighring;its Þ _* 
ſmiles, and undervaluing-its greateft k! eh, Pa J 
and chooſing the favour of God, wich 4 

' *theſcornsand reproaches of the wotld; rath& had. 
then to hazard hisanger, whoſe wrath burnsta FF © 


the bottom? of Hell. - Behold, what a gloriow 
evmpany of theſe ſtand-upon mount Z:#» with F: 
- Harps in their liands with thoſc-hundred. and 
forty and four thouſand, and the Lamb with an 
innumerable mileicude of: all Nations, People | © 
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icnds and Acquaintance of God, or.elte they, +. 
had never had thole Crowns, Robes, and Pg | 
in their hands. Now, why ſhould not our 
be as dear to us as theirs were to then ? Wis ace. 
Heaven be as good tor vsas them ? is it nat. as 
ncedful for us to ger a friend Tok God, as th them ? 
Will not God doas much for us as thetn, if we 
will, bur do as they did, walk with bim: he 
truth .of at is, , the number of chem which are 
ved is but few, in compariſon of the multitudes of 
them which know not God, and- go.the Secad 
way ;.Ycefor all Got tale ſcm avrobs olucchte th 
are abundance z ſo many that 
-e. atc innumerable. Do bur MERE ue lay 
ſtory of ſome of their Lives, turn. on, the eholy 
Records, look ſometimes into thoſe Sacr 
Chronicles, and behold how chearfully ch 
ved Gad, how adtively they followed che 
whereſoever he goes, through thick ths Lain s 
ar what their language -is now they ard $os 
home lakes, now Chriſt hath: broughe themco 
arcat theit Friends —_ What 
& they ralk £7 whe whatis cd} diſtqur : abou ; 
co. ey comp what a ſad journey th 
f it through a howling wildernes, they Fg? 
Ki ed the Pais Of 
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fqn gk taken {; eſo Jr and 
do they not rather ſpeak © ns contrary » 
tha if jr were fo go. they would Eo 
far gn s then they, — 
I Liſle, hatk, methiaks I hear them 6 Gs ns | 
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 away\corme away, tallon bravely, follow your | 


buſineſs gallantly bur a little while longer, and 
the Ciey- 1s your own; feteh your (cating lad- 


ders, run up apace, maunt the rampiers, fear no- I 
thing chough the Devil play his Artillery upon; 


- 


them-'yec it is but powder, he fhal- never | 4a 
p5(oloyy 


you a mortal wound.; refift him and he will 


and thefield is yours ; the Spoil, the Crown, the | 


Henour will pay foryour pains blowud, and dan- 
ger. Fall on brave {ouls,fall on ; the valianter you 
be, the more ſafe you are, Methinks T hear thoſe 
noble Saints encouraging of you to ger acquain- 
tance with God, and faying to you that are yet 
afar off, come near, Come away. poor ſouls; 


come away, what-do you- mear- thus ro delay ? | 


O lierle do yourhink what a friend we now find 
of Gog;, ic-was but a little, a very litthe that was' 
' told-wy of theexcellency of Chriſt and the glo- 
rics of this-placey to what we experience; Ir 

was iſfalſe report that we heard when we was 
. upon'Srch, of the happineſs of Heaven *O heres 
a ptize worth the running for ;-2 Kingdom; a: 
Crown worth the fighting-for, an'Eftace worth 
the looking after, We have not now-ovr ſtint, 
wearenot dicted with: theſe Spirirual: Daintics, 
we havenotriow atid then a'ſip, x draught; a bir 
1 4cotners but'wearc-at the fountain, we'are' 


L brim full; hey run over, weſwim inan 


dai: 
are * : i "7 
occan of ſpiriqal enjoyments ; thefe rhings att 
beyond your capacity now to underftind. Were" 
wetg live upon carth again. and*did- we know; 
what wedo now know, we hold cyeryige with 


our eattjeſt longing for Egd, the Iiying Gods, to\ 


x io ego with infinite 'pleaſures, our: hearts || 
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dngelial work of in caving wo Rios" 
him for ever. Wherctore brethren, letus engou-- 
rage one another, Come let ws goup to the honſs of 1he | 
Lird; his dwelling is in Salem, bs: palace is upois nvcates 
Zion. Why ſhould not we goon as merrily'jn 
ths of Wiſdom, asthe wickedin the road 
e112 How do the Devils Cha ericqu- | - 
" and hearten ane another up ? es : 
Jaugh; fing and roar, as if their lifewereche er þ 3 
life 5 for ſhame ler's tell chem chey+lye in their - 
teeth., Who hath the beſt company, they or we? 4 
the Patriarchs and Prophers,-the Apoltks 4 
thonſands of Martyrs are' gone fingiog before; 6 
ſome of our dear Relations, Fathers, Deethicut 
andGiſters are newly welcomed by Chrift't 
Fakes houſe, and they are bleſſing t "ric 
mercy that hath condudted them rofuch aplacs, - - 
ro ſuch a friend; we have many irs may nl: 
Sators Militant that are going along w 

faſt as they can, and God himfelt wi bear 
company, and why do we yet linger ? Ota, 
were upon the wing! O thar our ſouls were like 
the Chariots of eAmiradab! O char the Loed 

would ftrengrhen poor fhort-winded Crean 
O thar wecould run and nor be weary, and walks 
and-not faint! O'thart we mighthavenow a. 1 
then a hearty meal; and that in the Nrengrh of  .-/ 
them we could travel to the mount'sf God F-O- x 
char char acquaintance might now be happily ** 
begun, which may neyecr have: an end4 -O' that 4 
God would vyifir us oft, and et into' our hegris! © 
O thar. he that gaye thoſe chies'in former -_ | 
times fo mock Brace, would « you owe! theſame 3 
nog ouls tO char he 7 
fed aorond Hi vn heatts}O that, 
; WE g 
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we could ' maintain a conſtant intercqurſe wy 
him here, till we come to.a perfe& enjoyment of © © 
him in glory hercafter! Orhat we may ſce thy - 
'. face, thy blefled face by faith ! O char thou 
 Weuldeſt cauſc thy glory to paſs before us! O 
that chy marvelous loving kindneſs mighc be 
made known to a company of poor Crearurcs of 
us, whoſe defare isto tear thee, who would fain 
Joye thee with the ſtrength of our ſouls! O 
bleſſed are they chat love thee, that are beloved - 
| p 


by chee! . | 
.5- I mightalſo infiſt upon another Head of 
Mover, which is namcd in the Text, which is 
- this, eAcquaint now thy ſelf wth him, and thou ſhalt 
be atpeace, Though there be nothing bur War 
on every 1ide, you ſhall have peace. This peace 
of God, whaglocyer you may think of it, is un-. 
ſpeakably adyarmagious ;the bencfits chat would 
Accrue toa foul upon this peace are infinite; Ir is 
2a peace that paſſeth all underſtanding. VVhen we. 
have this peace concluded,. we may drive a brave 
Trade without difturbance for the richeſt Com- 
 modities. If we were thus . acquainted with ; 
Sod, we ſhall have ſuch a peace as that we * 
may laugh at the ſhaking of -the- ſpear, and 
not be much diſturbed vyhen- vve hear of 
> any vp things abroad in the VVorld. He 
thar'is acquainted with God may faftcly, yen» 
F - qure up anddown, he hath Gods paſs, aſtrong Þ 
F man of war forhis conyoy, he hath ſuch pow- 
F exfatalliesthathenecd norfcar; as longas he is 
atpeace with God, he is ſure nor to be quite over- 
- Þ<comeby man. He isat-peacc with himſclf, whea  : 
F © che Aircecchoes with Drumsand Trumpets;and. . 
| xe roaring of Guns, -a-mulick that poſer 5 
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Devils Ear ; He may os becaulſs ke” 
hath a bird within, which'ſings ſweetly 3 thare is' 
a harmony berween his will and —_ 2 bar- 
mony berween his heart and hismouth: Thisfs - 
no ſuch contemptable thing, and if you knew - 

what wounded nn fire1n the boſomis, you' 
would ſay ſo. This peace thar ſuch a one'hath,' 
is a wel-grounded peace; not fuch ' a one as1s- 
buile upon ignorance, and hardneſs of heart; but 
ſuch a peace as reſulrsfrom the ſenſe of the pat-: 
don of ſin, and reconciliation with God, throught 

of the blood of Chriſt ; Thar blood of Chriſt hath: 

1s waſhed his conſcience from dead works. Sins he' 

alt had, and hath, but ſome of them he'ſces lying! 

ar dead like the ians upon the ſhore, others 

Cc ſcivink __ _ = a deat SR ing re upon themn';' 

n- and though he have enemies yer 

ud arc ſuch as ſhall never have the abfolure NONE: - 

is | on over him: as long as the great quarrel bes, 

we. eween him and God 1s at an end, all iswell' + 
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cnough, the Law hath nothing againſt him, all 
his accuſers are filenced ; Chriſt hath n__ | 
and ſatisfied the-Law for him; The prc4ad A 
ror hath giver a full and general ac I a5 
debts are diſcharged for him, and t 

man hath lictle reaſon ' to Dowd his! 

much with caresand fears ; now he may g9.U x 
X and down any where, and not fcar the 

ng {' his noble ſurcty hath paid'thac vaſt debt, he Hate | 
W- laid down theren chouſand Talems upon the , 
eis | Nail, ſo chatthe manis ar peace with Ged,' he's 
er- alſo ar peace with all the Creatures in the world, 


ea {| fromtheglorious Angels char are in Heayen#i to 4 
and | the meaneſt inſe& or plant; they are ſo far framp - 
the . doing him any CO that they all refer” - 
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to. oppole thejr Enemjes ; and thoſe of chem 
. thatare mortal are ready to lay downtheir lives 
for one that ſtands thus related ro God. For 


whenany cnters into Covenant with God, God 
alſo makes a Covenant for them with che beaſts, 


- of the ficld.Grear peace havethey char love Gods 
lay, andnothing ſhall offend chem ; (uch @ one 
' isar peace with death and che grave. We read of 


ſome profane Moaſters that made a Covenanc = 
fx 


h death, and'were at an agrement with Hell : 
bug this Covenant will ſoon .be broken. becauſe 


 . heithar hath che keys of death and Hell, the 


power of. lifc and dcath,. never ſubſcribed to the 
, Articles of their agrecmenr.: Bur now the godly 


man. hath a Friend chat hath made a Covenant. 


for him, afirm Covenant with death, and Hell, 


ſorhat noneof them ſhall ever do him the leaſt 


$5008 As for death, Chriſt hath took our it's 


log ;88 for the grave, Chriſt hath, ſpiced, and | 


ſeaſond it; -1r's. Power is maſter'd, it's Terrible- 
nels as, taken away ;. it's: now no Priſon, Chriſt 
ath-gpened the doors of ir, and now it is but a 
amber of. repoſc, a bed to reſt in,and hethar 
already ;ppened ; this door,' when it was 
barr'd and doubled locked,.can and will 


Sf x 
"as 2 wh 
exc 
the 


well in his wits, would not be glad to bein ſoſe- 


cure 2 coNMdicion asthis peace, will pur him in-?- 
- And who arc like ro have the benefic-of - his; | 
- - NEaces bur the Friends of God !. Q therefore. if: | 
- _ You value your own peace, if you would be-un-;. 
"> qilturbedfrom ſtorms wichoar,and care an, 

"X14% Dn Wt ROMs -- 


Si oe ws, > 2) 


I vamsto the Friends of God, they all ſtand ready; Þ 


re long open it again, and awaken, his from 
wir .Lictp.; and is this inconſiderable ? F$.not- 
ſuch a peace as this is, dlrane ?. Whothatis' 


LINMI 


with God, yout 11] haye ic 


is, from thoſetharare COBRA Wi 


JN - am. a Oe, þ Pons Q 


hi era 7% BY 


';It Upqampad br he "ex wats I 

ary at peace with youy Jeyou | 
EZ ve. .dcath unſtung,. an the Mares 
hamber,, and- got = priſons, why, Beg r GE 


Sn? with God, and, you Raj be. at 
| «7 "The next head of f Snort, 1 i ke 


from theſe | words, ; Thereb 
pu ay yn, "Acquiis Joe ſelf I ; on - 


TM and thereby 1 god F ſhall comms myte Joh, .. 
ric 


ſhall herebe bur Think of 
IEEE j Oy and #1 wo = 
bot r.2 95H.0f 


that which js far better then that, whic Yonge” 


fixciFor the Lord God is a Sun,& "TShieldthe 
give Grace and Glory, and ng.good Is wilt a 


wich-hold from them which walk abit 
th 


Al 
his ways are mercy and truth, to ſuch 4 
Covenant with him; and all ſhall work og 


for good, totchema that loye, (54 (Jos 


delircsas wide as ithe Heavens, xcquelt —_ 
will, as neycr, formuch, = you ſhall —Þ 


and what .would you 1s Ang more2 I 


good. of profir. that you defire ; Whar, 
gain then gadli nels? Who..can Iv 5 


wards to his Servants as God ? Who, will gye 
greater portions. to. his children ka A 
tex 


ther >? Whos like tothrive en 

hath ſuch a yaſt Stock, ſuch a great Tr e, fach Fes 
aick,. and great returns, and above all ſuch 
artncr * Q that thoſe that. arc all for” : 

and gain.that'cry out, what 

to met I ſerve God? and whar. 


tome, if I 
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C258) 
y har d6 hh -will be moſt fo ws, 
þ would dcfire no more of them Bon eng Q 
| they would bur cry what a gainful Trade Rel 
$107 in it's power is! The greateſt Merchanes / 
thatever walked the 'Exchange ,'if they be'nor il the? 
acquainted with Gad, and have not Chriſt for I jo 
their 'Faftor, are bur Pedlars to the' Saint. One | tc 
that is acquainted. with God; gets more m one} wit! 
>inohe Praycr, at one Sermon, in one Me» I the 
dictation, then all che rich meh bf rhe world arc Þ hay 
worth," pur all their ſtares 'rogerher 3 One re- I and 
ceives his peace, the other his " ound, che one © ritu: 
hath'by wa way of return a great deal of trouble- © may 
ſome'*Lymber; the other his Box of precious | goo 
pcirls, and 'a Jewel of an infinice value. Olitle NF beg 
dorh''the laborious worlding: o__ what p pre 
and {mall gains his are, when he prom ſure 
yur Une ypiricual Merchanr gers, he ould: x 
fell whar he gets ſometimes in one morning, for || cxce 
-althe riches of both the [»d4ier. He trades in fuch |} ther 
_ 'Commodiics: which will nor'fuffer damma age lion 
| n the Sea ; his veſſcl is lightand ſtrong, che 
: Ma of jt neyer 'made a looſing Voyage. All } you 
' his wares arc unvaluable; and though hisſip be Þ a ra 
'1n beer 2 dreadfnl ftorm, though fo ſometimes ſhe I purit 
m'd, though irbc1o ng b=fore ſhe return; | choc 
yet as long as ſhe hath ach” proviſions within, & cord 
_ Tuch'a Pilot, ſuch Ankors, ſhecan'c miſcarry, Y /fer: 
fhe will come into the Harbour Richly Ladenz 
iD he world will not believe this, but 1 nk 
there is never a man bfeathing, bur will ſoogerF 
. fay thar no gain 'islikethe gain of Chriſt-andÞ] I 


tlory. One return. from” Heayen, one anſwer of thoſe 
ayer, one ſmile from God, qne look of love, Y weig! 
- ofc one Gobab, the Guthof of one$in, © s y ; this 
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h + | 'Soul br home Oi, ov droping Sul 
24 | uogh on (forall che poo = 
tlie" rant world: mabenothing of {uch things as'theſe) 

ors ' chen ro be inveſted wk the greateſt Honours, 
z0t il chen'to be poſlefſed of all the Riches, then roeri- 
for - Bey the AN that the whole world'can 


;nc I within fight of choſe devouring Flames, then 
Ac- Þ they would believe that a Chriſt were worth the 
arc & having, Grace a Pearl that can'r be-overyzlited , 
re- © and that no trade was -comparable-to a Spl- 
one © ritual Merchant, no Arr like that, by which owe 
JIc- WY may ie Soy __ into'Gold. Pur if ic bethe 
ous | of plea _ you look more ag canthere 
ttle | a. em ru _—_— then thoſe which are inthe 
oor || preſence ? can there be any greater plea- 
to || ſures then. to-rejoyce in God, and to be'made 
not | welcome by him, then to drink Flagons of 56 
for © excellent Liquor which is better then wine? © 

uch | there be better-mmſick chen to hear ſo many M- 
age || lions of {weet  voyces Soging 1 Haleldjahr O 
che © there's a Confort! There indeed? Tf 
All | youdefipe that other good; the gaod of Honelly, 
p be | 2 rare accompliſhment, perfetion of ' Grice, 
5 ſhe I puricy of Soul, wherewithall ſhall a young 

In; & chooſe his ways, but by raking —_ thereto, ac- 


hit, & cording'to his word. Well then, lay all 'tlieſe 
rry, & river rogerher, and let's fee whetlier they will 
den; BÞ any whit prevail. If che nature of the-perſon 

with whom 1 would fain have you acquainted, 


J ifallcheſeadmirable. Rm that are in bim (if | 

} Imay ſocall them) may fignific any wk Goa if ary 

r of] thoſe gloriousefieFts of acquainrance.wit 

we weigh apy thing with you, one wenld'r r beak by : 
Y this time you ſhould þe well refolyed. Eo the 

So anger 


rd. Buc O were mens eyes opened, were men | 


Ja Hy. my x by EE 


ER ny, 
you afray our ; if good 


fling IK "6 I (adi 
evilyjif peace of Waxyif life or deahy, jt all thisbe 
TO asnothing, * nl ohruey aire | 25 


che [coquent pleading of mercy, if the blaod 
FM Have any voyce, if the expoſtulations, of I ;.. 1 
his embaſſadors be heard, why,ſhould you" they 
not thea be perſwaged ? If all chis will nor moye | 1.17 
You, what can we ſay more. it we could they | (4 
yau: Heaycn and the glorics of another world, Þ }...; 
could we'lct you, Tee the face of Chriſt, could | 1. 
we FAY. ,way-in the world reach you hear 
pd; pa perſwad ade you by any. means to minde i: ;.þ1. 
ings of crergal peace, we would doit with || g.ce 
all qur hearts. If wewere ſure, ra get you "ab 20u! 
us,A20d £2 briog you. acquainted wit 
could willingly come begging on our Hom Yn that 
and beſcech you to be reconciled to God. fc... 
We ſee chat Sang! day a comings..and are grie- Þ 16+ 
es. think whar a [ad raking. you will be.ia Þ| 20 
_ then; we know gala: will then Fewlarrod wh Ton 
them»: which will not be perſwaged yo be recan- 
ciled rw God. O. what a wofyl on ll rig 
they bein, which have heard; or read thele Ser- iN 0041 
+ and yet forall chat would. not mind; 20y. 
1og after acquaintance with,God | How will Þ je 
waſh that they had neyer heen born, or that || 6; + 


chey had their being in ſome of he dark ſavage | That 
. edxacrs of the where they ts might never | Ny, 1 
have heard of che Doctrine of Reronciliationby Gao 
ing acquainted with:God.and Union with Chrith,. 
peace, with hes offended maker; racher. then. 


v rd of the to. make light. 
. haviog heard! of theſe things ro gnake Uhr 


lim for an encmyzra hear of ſes to: chooft fu: 
| | Var} 


may} War ; to hear of Heaven, and goto Hell; this is 
200 $ (2d indeed, It would haye been tar berter for 
{I {uch, thax they bad, neyer, known the. waysof 
FJ God, -thengiter they have known them, :to go. 
J iothe ways of folly. O thac men and;women 
1S,.0 IF had but {uch ſerious thoughts of theſe things as 
'ou' they will havecrc long! if that they would.bur 
believe Heaven, and Hell, anc Eternity to be 

ſuch Realitiesas ſhortly. they will ! O that mens 
hearts were but affeed ni Br xi as they-will 


ow! Þ be whentheir ſouls are juſt a going, or @ little af- 
ally f ter chey arc'in apother. world! Bur O che miſe- 
UNC FT rable condition of the world 1. O:che lamentable 
with Rate of Profeſſors, that make-no more aftthe ta- 
with Þ your or diſpleafure of God ! nay, may Tnotfay, 
» We BOtche folly. of the Children. of God. chemſclyes, 
cncts that are no morein Gods company, when: they 
God. f know they may be ſo welcome, when they have 
gf I uſted (o.oft 'of- his. kindneſs, when they were 
26.2 Þ madeſo much of the laſt time that they gave 
WW Þ him a viſit;\\Arc not men, in a- deep flecpy 'thar 
A” F they do not hear? are they pot blind,:that they 
WALLY to not ſee? -are they not gnorant, fooliſh,;and 
53- | wad, thatchey do- notunderſtaad their intereſt 
any berter.-?, Iris pot without good reafon, that 
the Spirit of God doth ſo oft cry our upon ſinners 
for their folly ; rhe Scripture ſaith not-in vain, 
That there is none that bath anderſlanding, wo not one; 
No wonder that they whigh have but half acute 
X- | (ce mco like trees, that thoſe which never had 
hr. 0 ; through work do not prize Chriſt. O bar thar' 
then F thoſe whichbave bee: DG nigh by grace. 
ES {| who were ſomecimes afar off, that 'ſneti ſhould” 

nar fl be fomuchiſtrangers'; for rhoſe-rhat have mee + 

wich ſuch kind enterrainment at his bode: For | 

| ; theſe 


m= 
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rheſe to keep off ſo, to come fo feldom y for” 
them which have fed ſo high at- the Kings: | 1 
Table, to fall'to their traſh, cheir husks , this: Þ| 
is a ſhame indeed; as if che Devil kept at Þ] 7 
berrer houſe then God. Chriſtians , doth Go@ 
deſerve this at your hands ? How unkindly || you 
do you' think he takes this from you ? what || 800c 
will the world ſay > look how his own ac- || that 
quaintance deſpiſe him ? how will the Devil || foun 
inſfulc:? O- how''do the hearts of your fc || and 
low Chriſtians ake to' ſce how ſtrange your Belic 
carriage is? how do they tremble to think, | meni 
whar if that fine houſe be built upon the' | you 
ſand? Chriſtians, you which ſeldom or -com-' | {iran 
plementally viſit- God , bethink your ſelyes || him. 
well what you de when you begin-ro be cold uſe | 
in your affe&ions to this Friend , remember; || thiol 
from whence you are fallen, and repenty* Þ| Pany 
and-do/ your firſt works ; remember what en-,þ.\-11 
rertainment you have ſometimes had at Gods' || Ft. 
ic; forget not all his kindneſſes ; of all | comf 
the creatures in the Whrld you! have no cauſe'f] cloſe 
ro carry your ſclv8Yo/ rowards 'God. I txll'Fj 20d « 
you again, the world ſtands by, and looks} cr 
onto ſce what there is in you more then'i' 
others; they mark your lives more then you' | Gant! 
 arcaware' of, ir may-be; whercfore look to | * his 
your ſelves, 'rake heed how you'carry your” [till he 
felyes. before them. * DO why ſhould they fee }*? 
your faces pale, when you may feed ſo high: 
ly? O ſhew them by your countenance , thif 
You. feed upon 'wholſome food! O let yorut 
breath\ſmell ſweer, let. your diſcourſe be more 
ſavoury, of the things of God! Labour 'to be 
maintaici a ſweet, conſtant , unintermirted. inp: FLICK 
Fe percourly, 


; =" with Gods walk with bien, o 
| lictle do you think what you looſe by Your 
| coming ſo. ſeldom to this Friend. I appeal 
| £0 your own experience ; was not that diſh 
>o6 | youcatllaſt at his rable ſyycer? and yyhat do- 
dly || you think that God doth not till kee | as 
har: | good 2 i. houſe as I Br. ? do you belicye 
2cs | char he bath | eqns his beſt vvines? can —_ 
evil | fountain ever be emptied ? 'is there not bread 
and good chear enough in your fathershouſe ? 
Belieyc it, God: hath other kind of entertaia- 
ment » richer chear , better fare ſtill ro make 
you vvclcome. vvith, if you yvould not be fo 
| firange, if you vyould but come. "to 
| him. As for Chriſtians, methinks I need' nor 
uſe ſo many vvords to perfvvade you, me- 
thinks you' that knoyy hovy ſyveer hiscom- 
pany is, ſhould defire to be never out of it. 
I Chriftiang, I tell you plainly, if you ever ex- 
{| pet true peace in your life, and true joy, and 
-{ comfort at death, it's your ny vvay to | 
| cloſe to Gad, viſit him oft by. ſecret TrRoper 
1'f and other kind of Dutics, a then you ſhall 
i cver and anon meer vvith that yvhich vvill 
ity | ſyvecten your greateſt diligence,” and abun- 
u' | Gntly- make amends for your pains. 
to: | at his door, ask for y'w1 » and reſolyec to fa 
rogr* [Hill he come ; though he come 'nor at the firft, 
' {ſecond, or. third knocking, yet I am ſure be 
s yvithin, and vwvill come at laſt, if you yyill 
but vvait ; and vehen you haye once again mer 
with him, O let h im noe $0. » but tell him ſe- 
ouſly that you can't bear his abfence, he ſhall 
be your God and Friend living and dying, death 
Be (elf ſhall nor Parr" you- Go alſo and tell your 
s ray ; ; Friends 
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Fricnds you have found him vyhon)' yort foul 
loves, thar you have mer vvith Jeſas, and ſeeif 

"you carr ger them to come out and: ſee him, bi 
chem toaſt and ſee how good the Lord rs; com: {| at 
mend him all you can to your poor Chriftl | H 
Friends. Burt you are nocthe perſons that I it- | Cl 
regded co ſpeak to,only thus a lictte by theby,tha | wi! 


If may z little vyarm my ovvn hearcand yours Ia 
chis great dury of tyaintaining an intirnare cloſe | th! 
converſe and acquaintance vvith God. Burt my | co 


bufigefs is ro go out 'into the High vvays and j| "0 
hedges, aadto invite poor vvandring firange | Pr 
that haye nothing to hye upon eats Fxky and | fec 
thar. do not knevy vvhara noble open 'aduſe Gol | Wi! 
keeps, thax never taſted of his kindneſs in Chrift,. | cl 
' rocometo this Royal Feaſt, and ro eat rheirfif | ue 
of (ucti food as they can neyer. cat tao much of, | 22 


neverbe ſurfeired vvith. Uvto you.O men call, þ Oul 
and my woice is unto the ſons of men, Oye fmpl . Sou 


oxes, iinderſtard wiſdom, and ye fools, be ye of an ws | ©1S 
 derſtarding heart, Prov. 8. 4, 5; Hear O ye deaf, ditc 
and ſce O) blind: let the dead bear the voice of God, the! 
and ive, Then heat vyhatT have beev {peaking as 
of: I have almoſt don my meſfage, confider wel. 
o cheſe things as you render the diſpleafutt off {et 
Gad, as.you valuc your Souls, be ſcrious; 
remember what it. is > that I haye becn dif- abic 
courltvg ta you about, Read jr ovef again.'an 
dy on' it ; Read and Pray, Pray and Rad, 
and trathisexhoration into Prayer ; take with 
vou, words, and fay! 'O that Pt ty e 
xermon that might_bring, me acqualated. witt 
God! O chat this might be the man i Os 


bring meco ſome knowledg of Chriſt! O'thae  "*! 
might be the happy day wherein 'a Mat 


that they were caufcleſs fears! I fear that ht 


| n 4, | - y FE <#*% oy 
may be concladed herween my Soul, andthepres +; 
cious Jeſus Þ Bur alas, are the hu 


8 -chac arc thas-ſenirren-? where are the Souls tha 


ate wy whit taken with this infiaice beaury 3. ' 
How few - have any real -loyo or good-will tor 
Chriſt} Owhohath belicycd our report, andt6! 
eng 
A _—_ ndreds morehave ading 
| is 


chus with: franets; though ſore of the 
dors of peace weep bittcrly,' that their 
no more kindly-entertained, though their yabli 
Preaching be followed with private Prayers atid: 
ſecret Groans, though they'expoſtulare che caſe 
with poor refraQory Creatures with all the cax- 
neſtneſs that: they can for their lives, though we - 
nſe the moſt powerful pr prone Aras We Cal 
and deliver them with all the vehemency; ſeri 
oulneſs and compaſſhon that we can fot "our 


. Souls; yer how ae the greateſt part of our hear-' 


- 


rs unconcerned ? Is not a great part of our Au< 
dirory as (tupid and ſenceleſs as the very ftones 
they tread on ? The more is our forrow ; wefear 
as:to the moſt of - them chat hear ns, whatwe 
ſpeak is Joſt. It may be they may be a little af- 
feftcd juſt arche hearing, or for an hour or two ;* 
bat O char cheſe eruths might havea lively, and' 
abiding impreſſion on mens hearts! I fear, O' 


of you that have heard of theſe things will go a- 
way, and quickly forget 'whar weighty things 
you have heard ; perhtiaps forme of you' may fayy 
the” man was very earneſt, and ſome of'-hisex= 


prefions were piercitig. O Friends hope itis 
; & not yourcommentation that I defire 7 OfthatF  _ 
| may with a fiogle heart reſpeft Gods SlotyT F* :: 


1-3 + 530d L »Þ FE 4 "3," 
Ty 1 Ri bo S\.. OE Eg da bs Phe +. ; 
4s Choo IN » » I 4 . 
OF rw 09" PRIOR 
= 


TIL F . » 
4 z 58 & = _ nn; 4 
Xe; " ES fart 8 Re "F* 
Py * , 
. 


> &F F _— we , FI 4 g 5-4 Wo , 
"SI SY ; VA THR Y att RF A ad ee af ae  E-4 _ Ot =. > is ers 
_ # b2 F 4 + £1 A CH % x, %- - JG p - ; BN ; b A tl. 2% T5 IR _ ps ". 24 © 
. nigh? . . % & "OAT pee at ABS. IS Nap +7 AN 
od. p . % & : oy Le: - 
. 


4 


thou wouldeſt make the worm Fac to threſh 


Mountains! O that thou wouldeſt make uſe of, 
the moſt unworthy and weakeſt inſtrument, in. 
thar honourable Service of bringing home ſome: 


Souls to thy ſelf. O if but any one Soul, if bur 


one that was cſtranged from God, might by 
theſe lines be broughe acquainted vvich him, if I. 


—_ | —_ vvith any other ſtubborn Enemy 
to lay down his weapons, and be Friends wir 


him, I ſhould think my pains well beſtowed, :. 


theygh (if that will make you to regard it ever 


the more) this work hath coſt me many an. 


hours ſtudy, and ir hath been interrupred with; 


many bodily diſtempers , groans and (orrowy-: 
fears and ſighs. Yer if after all my travel, I may, 
hear of any Children born of God ; if I may: 


meer but one ſoul the berter for it, by it brought, 
to Glory, I ſhall havcabundant cauſe co bleſs; 
ty God; and to rejoycethat my | 


ay /again, I wauld-nor- be plcaſed'-with- yougy 

praiſe, nor would I tear your diſprailc z it's your! 
Souls .I want, and may bur I manage my great: 
workin this ſucceſsfully, and ſce you acquainted; 
with Gad, before I leaye you tor 6ver ,- Ihope 
ſhould-be. contented to be crod in the dirt. : O} 
that. my heart may natdeceive mel O that my; 
compaſſion to your Souls were greater, a thous;, 
Gnd times greater 1 O that I could neyer ſpeak; 
to.you of ſuch thingsas theſe without tears. T. 
mult again, and again profeſs Iam aſhamed of 
my heart, char it-1s5 no more feaſible of theſe; 
weighty affairs 1 Bur O mighty and glorious: 
God, it thou pleaſcſt, thou out of the mouth. 
of a Babe and Suckling ordain ſtrength! 'O that. 


Cy abu bat now rs 
been M1 Vail 18 the Lo d. Bur if. nvght have, aj 
Hg mors. | 
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6 more. I ſhould have triore cauſe'to:adore infinice 
goodneſs, and'Rich Grace ! O:my dear Friends! 
Oprecious and immortal Souls! Wharſball I fay 
£0-y6u?. Whar ſhall] do tor. you? Odid you 
but know bow hardly I teech my breath ac this 
t:me, did you butſec what a crazy Creature heis: 
tharc Weires to you, did you bur know how fainr 
he hach been fomerimes 1n ſpeaking to you ,. you: 
would go nigh to pictty hun.” O. pitty your 
ſelves! O pity: your own Suuls, thar ere long 
muſt be turned naked our of your: Bodies, and 
hear the expoltulacionsof adying man that would 
aladly live with you in'cverlaſting glory, and: 
mcer you all among! the Friends of the Brides: 
2r:o0m» that I may fe2 you among the Sons of 
God, in your great: meeting, when the Father 
hall ſead his Servants the Angels to. ferch all 
his children home co his own houſe. O pitty your. 
Souls,- and et not all my pains be loſt, trample 
wot under your fcer the bloud of the Covenant, 
\\ Fneicher 'count it-a common thing; remember 
\'Dthac che (lighting of Chriſt isa dangerous thing, 
the loſs ot his favour, and the loſs of your Soul, 
mult go togertier? O-hcw ſhall I leave you? 
how ſhall>F parc with, you, ſhall I go befare my 
work is don ? What ſhall I ſay more ? wharar- 

ments ſhall I furcher make uſe 'of ? O thax 


knew whar to ſay that I might prevail! And: 
irc yor ſtill reſolved ro pur me off with frivolous 


xculcs.? Can youpuret your conſciencesthus ? 


ay. Ace. you' ſtill contented to. be Aliens and Stranr 
xrsÞ Tt you are; know this, that I muſt leave 
neſe chaes. to + bear witneſs agaiaſt you ; Re-. 


q omber this, thar- you were told of theſe things 
” | ja and ag a antocetd Gy 


t MER, © p 
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3 ROSS ne AER EEE: < 
+ . here; ſhall xememiber chem hereafter ;if yoube Þ d 
| riotrhe berrec tor this diſcourſe, you will curſethe Þ a 
day that ever you heard it ; it will be a cutting es Þ d 
-— fi:Hion, when anothet day you ſhall ſayro.your f[- y 
| awa Soul, at ſuch a time, ſuch a one did beſecch ' y 
| me 'in Chiriſts ſtead to be reconciled to God, and] H 
| would: not: - Curſed man chat I was! I made Þ n: 
| nothing of all the offers of Grace and Mercy, | | pl 
F made lictle account of theic intollerable Tor. ye 
| ments which now make me to gnaſh my reerh. | yc 
| Hear, O unhappy Creacure thacart yet alive, be Þ fir 
| not yet paſt hop:? O chatthou mayeſt ſee thy Y wv 


ſad itare before it be quite paſt remedy! O le 
me take up a Lameatation for thee, as one whoſe 
condition is beyond expreſſion deplorable 1 0 
that I could ſpeak as aftctionately to you asone 
did lately, who ſpent his ſtrength and life a- 
mong{ you all; v:z. That I can neither cat nor 
driak, nor flcep quictly, whileſt I chink of the 
danger that precious Souls run every moment, 
white they are unacquainted with God ! O chat 
mine eyes were waters, and my head a fountain 
of Tears, that I might weep day and night for 
poor Chriſtleſs Creatures, that laugh 'and are 
as cheertul as if . no danger were pear them, 
wacreas that diſmall day approaches apace, pe 
f wherein-chey mult bid an everlaſting farewelito 
allrh-it pleaſures, and lie down for ever under | tha 
che ſcalding wrath: of an angry God ! 'O\ ſtand: hat 
aftonilhed O Heavens, and wonder O-Eanh! | 
H:res a man thar had rather be a beaſt rhe a j tro 
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m v3; a Devilthen a Saint,that prefers Heilibefore { rhe 
H-:aven, that JovesDeath and hates Lifez Here's | you 
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44 : a: man that: makes nothing: of /\going-ta Hldk þ | 
| I: ' Damnation is athing char he jolls with! ;'righy 18 
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damningshe (aich : Bur damning! Is that ſo light Ie, 
athing,” a thing to be Laughed ac ? Well if that * 
JF dammig be noching, never complain of its when 

. you feel it; It it be nothing, never groan nat bie 
ch. - rongue » nor gnaſh your -tcerh for it 3 If 

'F -Heaven, and your Soul; the favour of God, etcr- 
pal happineſs, be fuch ſtall marters, neyer com®s 
plain tor the loſs of them. Wecli then,. belike 
you are pleaſed ycry well with your choice, and. 
you do chooſe rather to enjoy the pleaſures of 
ſin, for a moment; then the pleaſures-of Holinelss 
which laſt for ever. There ſtands a {inner thar 
hears all this, and frets and foarnerh at the hears * 
mg of it ; -ir'sa totrure ta his Sauk to be within 
the found of ſuch Truths? Why, a& like ane 
F inhis wits: Jf the heariog of Hell and Damna=- 
tion be ſo troubleſome, what will the. gig —— 
itbe chinkeſt thou ? Butthar F'may, if poſlible; 
prevail, I ſhall leave a few (crious queſtions with 
you, which I charge you in the preſence of God 
ſeriouſly to conſider ofygand to give a wiſe anſwer 
to theſe following Queſtions. ; | 

— 1. Are thoſe things which you. haye 
heard true, or are they nor? Dorh not the Scrip- 
tures ſpeak the fame things which Ido? Dare 
you ſay that che word of Truth is Falſe? Do. 

t open the Bible, dip where you will, whar is 
that you: read there 7 Þs, it not ſamerfiiogthat 
hath: a readcncy to.-what 1 have been: reaching 


an! | of? Oxhat you would bur give your {Flycs che — - 


ts 1 you. think h 


tronble- of ſcarching the Scriptures, to fee whe- 
ther thefe ings 


arc. fo. -To what purpoſe, 
we {pcnd- our heoagll 2ro-what 
Y | purpoſe ſhould wefollow you with (ach exhio1s 


ribs | Grions; if wo bndloar joare grounds wr ne 
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you not thew us -it, if chere be: {ucty' a place; 
chat faith, there is no need. of. repentance, that 
mans condition is faite enough already, and thay 
he may do well coough, thongh he be never re! 
conciled ro God 2? do you think that we-take des: 


light in- vexfng men and women ? do you Cons; 


ccive that ir pleaſcrh us todiſpleaſe 'yoth, and xo! 
ger Your hatred ? 'do you not believe that a great: 


many of 'us, if it might' conſiit -wxh Gods, 


honour, and your weltarec , .had not far rather 
be excuſed? Can any man imagine. that fomas. 


ny thouſauds of Prophets; Apoltles and Miniſters: - 


in ſuch diftanc ages, 'and K: {uch diſtant places, 
ſhould all agree mm chjs, co 1npole a falſity upon 
theworld > VVould any man be ſo mad as co! 
iaveat fuch things asthefc, which are ſo contra-' 
ry to meas diſpoſitions ,-it he had not abundaar: 
warraun trom God himſclt? is: poſhtble charmen 
ſhould make- ſuch complaint, and ſhed ſo many 


rears, and be in fuch agontes about theſe things: | 


if rhere were nothingat aiiinachem ? are all the 


experiences of ſo many thauſandgof Saints, bar! 


meer'fancics ? Speak Chriſtian, ſpeak,” whatdo- 
vou fay:to this? arcall thy joys, thy anſwers of 
Prayers, choſe ſweerdiſhes that chau haſt ſomes 
times;fed upon; bac dreams? Doth nor thy very: 


blood ſtir in thee, at the very putting ſuch a ques: . 


ſtion-torhce ? Canſt:thou not fav that thou haſt 


ſcenzthar thou haſt feir.and that thou haſt known 
undoubtedly, that Spiritual things arc>tealivicry 


che greateſt realities: in the wor'dy and that thow 


- 


we ſay > IE. there beno ſuch thingio'the ward of. 
God; : why thendoyou nor ſay; ſo:? Why, do: 


IRE 


alt been as- much affected: wirh! ther as-even, Jaffe 


chowiyert wich the rhings o{:ſtuſe > Lax mcct 


op 
, 
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b-: - as EIS £69 ere 
d obs. | raeaneſt of ten thouſand, 'telthe? fiffelt Atheiſt: -- 
ia the world, that I hayeſeen theſe things ſote=3 
alized, that 'I fill” Cooner belicve that Tam | 
that Þ tarncd' ro/afſtone;/ or am dead, rhen belicye that: 
chat | Spiricuals are nullicics and fancies.] am confident- 'N 
rr! || ifchere beany credit to be given to bath eyes; and? 
des; || cars, then theſe thingsatc true ; and had you ſeeti 
cOBr{ | bit what Thave ſcen in- dying Sxints, and-heard * 
dt! | whar: 1 aye hcard, you would cafily have been* 
Icat! | convinced thatthere-15 fornerhing'in communion? 
008 f with God,ſomething in Spiritual joys. I ard fure; 
ther! || if there be any.trutli in the Soripthres, it the word: 
ma-. } of God be rrue,' if Chriſt and the Apoſtles were: 
(ters: Þ notiall miſtaken,'then theſe things are true, TFT 
KCCSy/ | ſhould tell you :zbulite(s:that did concern your' 
pon [| Houfe, or -your” Childreh'y/©r Body, or: any- 
15 O' | worldly chin@& whatever, upon my own perſonal- 
ra-' f knowledg, would you not readily-affent-ro whar' 
dant' Jifay? am perſwaded you would befarfromt = 
men I ſufpeQting the cruth'of what Taffirmed 5 Fam | 
any I ready:o think rtharthere is 'none' gf you all that 
085 f think that T'darerellyon that which is falſe. "O* * 
| | then, why will you not believe me in a buſineſs 
bot! | of far greater conlcquence 3: And'it you ask'me' 
1rdo' If to wha: purpoſe do'l fpend ſormuch time for:no- 
rs of” | thing ? whar need Fſpzak at thisrate?: What wil 
mc* | Imake Infidels of you all? whar do Fthinkthae 
very” Þ youare ſuck} Arheiſts as not to believe char'the 
ques: - Lword-of God'is true ? Well then, you your felves 
hat . Jare. wicneffes that. the word of God is true, and: 
own fthat you dobclievcall thatiscoatained in it; and 


iriecy by: rarioval "inferences deduced from 'it -'J ſhalb 
thow Jtherefore: take it for granted that you give *YcuP 


aflenc:/ro thele | things if - you be Chriſtians 


Y . ' 2 : ; "I 
£9 'profciſion, ' your very Name ſpeaks ''as 
nth: X 3 much ; 
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puck. Now ' my "next queſtion” ſhall - by J | 


this. © : : 
| Queſt, 2. Aretheſe things of weight and inp 
porcancey ot arethey nor? You hear thar they: 
ares matters that concern your crernal life of 


death, Soul affaites ;and are nor theſe matters 
the greareſt conſequence ? It acquaintance with 
God, the happineſs or miſery of a Soul, your 
making or undoing for cyer,- be inconſiderable 
things what then are great chings ? Is it amary 
' rer of greater importance, to looſe the ſight ofa 
laſcivious Play 7 Is iran affair of greater weight 
to have the frowns of a wanton miſtreſs, or the | 
ſawn. of 8 God ? You ſaid even now, that the 
2d of God was truc, it you will Rand to thay 
E defire na more; how is it written ? Read a verſe |. 
or to, turn fro Matthew 5. 20, Excgpt you 
righteouſneſs exceed the rightemiſneſs of the Seribe.. | 
aid Phgriſees, ye ſhell im no caſe enter imo the 
Kingdom of Heaven: And John. 3. 3. Exrepte 
pan be- barn again, be cannot ſee the Kingdom of 
God. And God will poure his wrath: upon 
Heathen, and upon the Families that call:not 
ugon his Name. Doth nor the vcripture ſay; that 
is the one thing neceſſary ? Are not theſe things 
&)led by rhe Lord Chriſt, che 5-2 things ? 
eMat,23.23. | hope you wilt not ay, thatGad 
IS twiſtaken, and that the Scripture ſpeaks more 
--of -rhefe matrers then needs: what arc. you 
gon from your word ſo ſoon, did you not fay 
that the word of God was true, and-are you now 
pf another mind, becauſe you' find 'rhat-ir; re> 
guires mare ſtriftoeſs, you are willing to ſuby 
mic to? Bin are you aſhamed of 'that; and ate; 


ye confinced of thisalſo, thar che dofirin dl 
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Reocpiliaions 
' God, arcaffairsot the higheſt importance in the 


world ? And do you indeed believe this? andwill = 


Ig 90 it? = thens my. ncxt Queltion 
| Queſt. ” F Wikis daconm mean then ro mind 
ſuchithings as you. acknowiergs fa be molt un- 
queltionably true, and of the greateſt -c 
quence, with ſo much indiffercncy and coline $2 
what reaſon have you then for-your ſtrange'neg- 
& in your proſeatting of them ? what, ſay hey! 


are the greateſt things in the world, and/will 


you ſay they are leaſt tg be looked after? : Is ie 
any -Prudence and Wiſdom to be y 


cry ſerigny 
abour:trifles, and to:trifle. about the was 5 ſeriqus 
4. things? Arc Heaven, the love Cog Kor yes _— 


like, by your own confeſſion the 


/ | 2nd wil you make Jight of ther? O "© toll and 
ale #e cone 


hypocr e! Out of thy own mouth then 
demined. Doſt know that Heaven and Hell are 
L bong ? doſt thou know that yen is Un- 


| ly glorious, and ms ww UN a 
xz ul? and yet for all chis doſt 


murriog which of theſe thou ſhouldeſt choole? - * 
and dareſtthoy tor all this venture.gn in a way + ; 


which leads to the region of Ereenal Darkneſs? 
and though thoſe thar know the way bereer then 


you, and ſee youzide on fo haſtily and'miercilys 


call after you with Es s, yer doſt r 

curathy upon them ? Conſider wr ns 
you aft inthefe affairs, like one that is wellin bis 
wits. Is Gad the beſt friend in the world, and:yer 
his kindneſs leaſt to be regarded ? Man,what 
£10n to ſay forthy ſelf?O bmp andhos- 
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3 dikes cg PRE Ae ai 
onething, and dothequire-:comrary1. O'tettmc- 
_ inaWordoritwo'renew my 'Expoltulation .with 
them which ard loath to :be accounted: $0ols + 
Whart reaſon haſt thou to undervaluethe favour: 
| of God ſo as you do? whatreaton have you t) : 
fooliſhly. to caſt away your ſclves, and to; 
acquaintance with- your maker ? Ler me Sita 
wii you in'the language ot a Reverend Divine 
(F::8:)' of 'outtri-dwa. : Look up your beft and 
Rronget Reaſons ; and if youſce a man pur his | 
hard mo the fire till ic burn off, you't maryet 
arit: but' his is a thing that .a man may have || 
rexfon-for, as Biſlop Cramer had when he burne 
off his handfor ſubſcribing ro: Popery.... :If :gzou 
fe&4-man cnv/ off :a Leg or:aw-Arm, ic's:a:fad | 
Gglie;-butthisisa thivg that a:man' may! bavy 
8 ood'\teaforfor y1as many a mandoth'is roſave 
WW is life. If you ſee a-man give 'his body robe 
8... burnttolaſhes, aut tobe rormemed with. Straps 
padg'sand Racks,: and retute; deliverange-whien” 
it is offered-'this isa hard caſeroflcſh and bioud; , | 
bur this a mat'may have good reaſon for,as you | 
- Teetin:Heb. vb133; 34, 3551364 and as. many: an | 
hundred Marryrs:have doiie.:Bur for. a mano 
| forſake the Lozd: that made:him, for amanio * | 
] 


Tivinto the fite of Hell when he isrold:otity and 
| {ncreated roxutn.char he mighs; be ſaved ;ithis'1s 
a thing thareatrhave no reafon 1n its that is reay 
wee ſon indecd,rg@hvftific or excuſe it. For Heaven; will 
_ 'ayfortheloſsof any thing that we can loſero , 
Ps Fa it,* or fotany labour that we b:ſtow fort; 
t nothing FE pay for the loſs of: Heaven, 
Read on in-Mr. 'R, B's, Call'jo the Oneomerted, 
- P48. 16g, Do you gs balieve: the Vows Gad. 
OY 
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| che arreſts of Dearh, and! the wrath, of of;;xhy 


| __ > on is become of all their Pong? 4 


Your ſelf afy wheroclle? Dye it yo OC, 


_ the King of Heaven, aad: [tbe arraigned, 7: 


Earth any that can do as;maueh-fpri yay.as:God 
can ? js there any one that-ean take: you FE * 
you-come ra be acculcd-for-High T reaſon againſt 


char juſt;Judgo?, have: you,,gor that which, will 
guit:your colt; un getting of 4>{and ,countery p 
the loſs of a ſoul ?: what is4x-#bat ſill ha hab anins - - 
tereſt 10.yout:heart, thar is chought nou ge © o | 
qual competicor-with God for Your dearelhls 
If it be iideed thac awhachy will ſhield 


ſrgr 4 L 


mighty 5: uf be that, which can ſhel hs "MG Ig T 
theftormot his.diſpleaſure ;,5f-ir UE 49g 
will doyowaymuch goodegF | 
You a's happy-5 as Cod can; 7 \ Why xl t = and . 


to ſay ; take your belt.of, ic«- Bur-c thrlers 6 
fink 


whag you dofieſty be ſure tar; gu. be 68 
ken,\have'-yot ' many-. #houwghtas,. 
_ have found cheir miſtake when i HAS BN 
atee -* T7 
eſs. Gor Doyou chink chat5bis world | = 
al Som You? do nd yr fo Ve © than GE” 
r- foul a Y 
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the worms which have made a prey 


he was before ? is aotthe world 
it was, but vaniiey ?” is not all fleſh (till bur 
 and'the bcaury of icasa flower thar is cuc 
n and withereth ſuddenly > Well then, this 
granted, thar- nothing is more certain then 

z and that itis appointed for all men once 

| rodic; would ou nat then be glad of ſomething 
*f tharwillftan ch lead afare drach, a Friend 
s manother world? why chen do you not ſpeedi- 
[10 I ect get acquainted with him wins alone cag be» 


you inthat dreadful hour ? | 
' @*ef.6. What do youthiak will-become of 
yo, if after all rhjs you go on in your old ways? 


ee if you negle& fo 


as you do now, ſlight Chriſt, and 
txwvitlook afrer Reconciliation wich God, are 
. noW'a doing in another world ? what would 
yotdoin this caſe ? ſhould one come to you ct» 
rs bon Heaven, CER Hell, how won- 
nk you ſhiould- og affc&ed 
CT I waich they ve you 
pf the affairs of the aber wigs. yorls 2: —_— then 
| _ qt medi» what we fay ? 
nreyour $, whatever'you may think, 
i as true, and hath a berrer foun- 


recon comme yay may res 


= orkitr is Death more favourable - 
ys,then 


| F what will become of you do you-think if you _ 
:'H mals dic wirhout the knowledge of God ? whar 


| ran wy what do you O think” 'thar thofe 
Ne once 


L- parteſtimony 1 
8 _ forty, then if one ſhould-rell yon he. f - 
'Y 5a came”. = © 
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. the leaſt drop of which is abundantly 1i 


"Ou: 7s Anoter Queſtion nan F 
we dh To Fi you —_— ow bg dif 7 
pempeary which mae bacet of .--: 
that wrath his back OO 3 
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ach, Che _ ſome GI: difternpers- of body ©; 
which laſt burfor a while? O how longdoye 7 E 
think che rime when you arc in'that condition? 

how do you toſs and wmble? what lamentghle 
moan do you make ? donatyou think youre . Me - 
be too much piricd in chatTondition Þ howithen, ©. 
will you be able ro lie down in: thoſe " 


ful then the opracck torment that ever youſe ft 1 
your life ? It theſc ſcem dreadful toyou, why datt : 
you not 80! the way to avoid them ? which is by - 3 
getting an intereſt in-him who barh-che: Keyy of - |? 
Hell at his rdle;; In er flange no — I 
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andijacc, andFac; anda great many-from All 
whe. quarters: of: the: world, to- fir: down in the? 
Kingdom of Heaven, -and:yout ſelves-caft out?! 
mow do.you like co have thoſe which you {coth>: 


ed tolookn pon be ſet atthe-Tablear the Feaſts; 


, and your ſclf ſhur outwith the Dogs ?'would you: 
nat be glad to have a:word of comfort ſpoke'ts: 
youws-when your-ſoul i55aſt. a" raking ts leave of 
your body?would yau not be ghdrhen to be con! 


veyed by the bleſſed Angels intothe preſence/of* } 


Gadzand to be crowned with an-immortal and» - 
gloricus Crown ? ' would ir do you any harm to' 
bha.perfeRt.in holineſs and. happineſs 'when you! 
dic? would'you! notbeglad tobe ſaved whey 
orbersſþall be damned FI awordy do:you nov 
defrrenq be: rejoycing and-praificig of God in ends 
lels:pleaſures,, when: orhers ſhall be weepingand | . 
ſong: -of God in endlefs rormears?' why ther 

ponuetiec the/ lives of the rightebus, if your - 
——_ heir deaths; and have your lactec'end 
Iike.theirs ? if you would: be glorious: 4nd happy * 
Som penny willy do you-nor endeavour to be: holy: | 


y odio anetherworld, what doyou rr 
thar-yeucla atop more to be: acquiined wirly 


hin-inehbis: world? 5:1 ct 
eff. 9. How would you rakeir dt any many 


\\8 han $10 be ſerved as you ſcrve:God 7 Suppoſe 
youſkauld rake tip,a-poor Child that came to | 


ear. doot to beg, thathad ſcarce 'a' rag to cover . 
| kivwakedneſs, nor 4 mar{(el-of bread to: par into 
his mouth; and-nowhere to hidehis head & Sup» 
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id cloath him in ery. good, apparel. and> 
bim 1ato your; own houleTand rakeag mych 


ot himy, as it he were your ,own-cbid/z.5ug 
atter this you ſhould bid him: do;you ſome. tmall- 


{  picce ob ſervice, and he.in ftradrot- it ſhould: aye 
'J' Command your 194% and.aq jour work; jour ſelf';' an 


in ſtead of anſwering your kindneſs, ſhould:offter 
you lie greateſt abuſe in'the world, and atter- 
wards conſpire with a company. of Rogyesito rot 
and-murdex you; how. would:you like thisſhauld 
qut hiok-tbat ſucha teHow as this: did-not. de» 
{crvea halter rather then your favour? But now, 
if after this You ſhouldeſcnd aſter this ungrazctul. 
wretch, and:rell him, that you are willing to-ſors 
ger all thax jspaſt, andto receive him-into;the 
greatclt tavour, ' and never to: calt his former 
wickedneſs.1m his. recth,; how wauld you take ir 
at his hands, if he ſhould ſtand I know-oothow 
long diſptring whether he ſhould accept of your 
kindneſs or: no, ,whether he ſhould. choſe; he 
Gaol and Gallows, or your Houſe 2 bur; if after. 
all this you ſhould ſend meflenger afterna 


-ger,and offer to give him all that you have i#{ _—_ 


World, and to beſtow your only Daughter apart © 
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peRt kindneſs more at yout hands z but ſeeing he 
Love) not be ruled;to take what follows ? What 
- do you fay, m_ you not do thus? Iam per- 
 fwaded you But ſhould I untriddle this 
| | ary 3 peg en outhint would bocondemner 


your own mou ould cod 

would be your own Jud "Thou Whae man Ln 
char haſt _ thus di ny wh with 4 
rhoa are thar whom the Lord Too | 


fhewed much ki: dy and offered more; he 


hath ſcnr 'meſſen after meſſenger, and'2 laſt | 


- hehath ſent his Sonto invite thee te his own 
houſe, and he offers to make yon as happy s 
Heaven, Glory and Happinefs1t felf ean ma 
you, and you tand till demurring, and add one 
to another, and are far from that grateful 
and Ipeody compliance which rhe nature of the 
'doth require 3 and in ſtead of coming ar 
Gods call, a a thankful owning of his marvel 
Jouskindyeſs, howbaſely doſt thou-prefer thy 


intolerable affronts to his Majeſty, and make 
*nothing of his unpatalell'd goodneſs, and con- 
riaueſt 19 open rebdllion againſt him? Wharthen 


& haſtthou to ſay for y (elf, why God ſhould nut 
with a juſt abhorrency caſt thee off for ever ? Bur 

now'thar God ſhould ſtill offce thee as high as | 
ever( apd/Cin ftcad of doing as Thave faid, andas 
f would have donein: caſe of a lefs | 


vanyonr 
rorranpe) (till follow you with ſack a gracious 
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Queſt. 10. And-now what will you do 2 Wal - 
you ſtill forall. cbis go on; ia your COmenney, On 
God? Will. you | ery. 6 one y Bins Aug 
never mind acquaintance with < Gadfe 
ſtill be indifferent whaher oo ; ks dee 
your Friend, or your cnemy ? - 
been tendred ſuch a march, will you Borat 
ther choice, will you beſtow your heart 
whereelfe ? And when have cyan don oF tat dare 
you ſtand to your choice, and LET you have 
dog very wiſely in refuſing « and ia im- 
bracing this preſent world ? W 
ic atthe day of judgement, hat = on hs 
well ro refuſe acquaintance with himſelf, and to Ex 
run the hazard ot his diſpleaſure ? Bur you will *' 
nots you ſay, trouble your head with {uch me- 
lancholly fancies as theſe are; they are 
to put a man beſides his wits 3 you hope to 
well as others, and ſo long you care not: V\ . 
then, ic ſeems you are oO; ; though, le _— | 
tell you, if you are contented to fare as molt ba 
fare at laſt, you muſt be contented to be i 
for the Scripture is exceeding clear in this, that 
the number of thoſe.that go'to Heaven isa very 
ſmall nutnber; and if you will not take my.wosd 
for ic, (for indeed I would nor that youſhould * 
rake my word, nor any mans breathing withoun.. 
warrant from Gods wordy in things of & fo highs I 

at; Your -: 
le'zure:,, ponder a wh uk, POR. | theſe following 
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ab /1 fly barto-you; will feck-to tnter inf and hal not. © 
b- be able, Mat, 20. 16. Hany are called, but few are: | + 
-" cboſer; And Luke 12:32; Chrift ſaich, hisflock'is 
- ande flock; And the Charch complain$'of che 
fewacſsof ber number'in this Language: ' Hic- 
7. 4. HW» % me, for'l atts as whin they have gathered: 
the ſuvmtr-fruns, T'might-heapup abundance of! 
ripeutres: of rhe ſathenature, all which {peak* 
chisto 155 thar it is'nvt fo commun a thing ro go- 
to Heaven as molt p-ople'reckon/ upan; Bur yer 
if thqu be refolyed; come 'whar wiltteome,* nor to/ 
change yotir mind' > it afrer ſo many warnings,” 
and' ptcadings; you ſtill continue of this judge-- 
meat ;Þ'muſt - ſpeak a dreadiui' word. ! Your 
blood be uporr. your own Soul. I haveblown the: 
Temper, 1' have don whar in. m< lies ro con-/ 
-. vinceth&of thy dangerous ſtate, white thou arr: 
2 firanver to God, and to; bring chee:ro a ſpeedy 
acquaircance. with him ; bur chow halt after ma- 
ny and many a render given in thts anſwer, that 
asfor Gad, thou doſt' jor <clire to beacquainted: 
with him ; as for your matching with his Son.ic's' 
thar which thou careſt-noc tor hearing'of, 'cxcept 
thou' mighteft have higeſtare withour:his Sove- 
ratghty'; thou wile not have him for thy hus- 
 band;extopr he will let thee do as thou lift, and! 
run '2 whoring from him when thow pleaſeſt;' 
Thou wile not have Heaven, except thou mayſt! 
Haveit wirhouc holineſs; and as'for theinviraci-" 
qasof God, thou ſhilimakeſt lighr of chem) net-" 
ther® protniſes * nor threarnings {igmfet much 
with'you.: Well chen; when you find by woftill: 
experience what you bave don, know whom Yau 
| mnſ{+liy fl the blame on. Icill Heavenarie 
|  Exmi'to record, and you your'felyes are wks © $93! 
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.cnd, -we ſhall hear how-you 


; es a WIS wo ns pee we | 

. neſs that] covld for:my (pul told you ;of;;rhefl 
great things: bur-you think rhe Harteriog 

| thatcthe Devil makes to be more advantagioos . 
then thoſe, which God makes, and his ſervice ito 
be preferred pefore'the ſervice of Chriſt, and. the 

- friendſhip of the world to by eltcemcd pears he c 
friendſhip of God{ and thepleafures of fin, which 

arc bur tor a ſcaſon, you ——_ before thoſe m- 
vers of pleaſures: Which are at.the right haad of 
Gog for cvermore, Now, if you continue ta this 
mind, blame not;meif you miſcarry fot: cycr 3 
. you muſt whe You) will ot no-ſtand: tory 
choice. Do --nor-ſ; > he yy were told of os 
things ; this 1s-NOTL time by mafly,) but it 


| may be the laſt thar you may-cyer hear. for all 


that I know: Remember you: were once; well of- 
tered, Doyouthii hy that God will. al Gab | 


with ſuch unworthy abutes?. ſha 
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Fouplainly, they can da;nathin . for You,. you | 
muſt (h ſhif as well $5700 Gatl2M r | 


cant: Provide for chemſelves, .much leſs for, or. You: A 
' Andthen lcr'sſee who hath h maderhe beſt chotey _— 
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Eder)  Lev's for who will -do- mnoft for 
' their friends, | when d time of trial: comes. Whitn 
"Heaven and Earth are all ina Flame,' wher the 
0TFtattiper/is ſounding; ' when the: Judge and-bjs 
_ © Attendants; CORgEs all hisholy Aogcls, are 
* Coftiing;/ whieh the Pcifons che Graves arc opty- 
ie, and the Priſoners are braught forth,” the 
-Tef's fee who will have the cheartulleſt conme- 
"Hanes; he'that holdcetiup his tagd ar chebar, & 
' they char ſir uporithe bench wirth'the e Judge: for 
: kriow you nor tharthe Saiffts, the Friends of the 
Jul 3 ſhall fit with' him when he: judgeth 'the 
4? We ſhall know when the {torm riſcth $0 
"whoſe houſe was beſt, that which was builtup- 
_—_ ſand, or that which: was buile -upon- ask 
tO orig were now of the fame mitid 5 my 
- the day of hr all. 4 þ4 Ha 
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Ted caver1' Fr nor 
Ara > which'ismoſt ro be had 
$6f Go; or the ſeoravFof then 2" which 

w {dg you moſt hart, mans contempr,or God? 
Vkte is the mah that will be laughed our of 
\grzardhhate? wp mtr fool ſaith, thar a Jewelis 
pot worth the taking up, will you therefore nb- 
op corake it up? Thetrath of ies, if you 

'iritend to. make'any'thing of your Profeſital, 

F tn miiftbe willing to be connted Seo; 3 anda 

| _- td man:buryoh taſk remeichoryR mY 
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al Ee er Chwaa hay ; 
Tottori el fare ya bile 
Ipanperaye'" panger in Fa fuch nch rgrgt > you! 
Kt. you think that ſuc e 
nd:bis ing rakenact-the day of- Judgement? oſs 
5 arc} do-you intend toſay to God thtn?:Lord, I would: 
Jt have aboarod to have known theo, [ould have: 


raken ſome care of my ſoul; and: 1 

taken ſome 'pains about 'the- things of o Big 
Yrs 6r | but that I: faw that almoſt Fveryohcthat 

er for | with any ſericufneſslook afreerfirrhimarters were: 
of the | ſcorncd, laughed ar, and petſecnted. Wheit F 
th the | had gor-into'the company- of thoſe that were: 
riſerh godly, and I had half a mind+o go with _ 
i cavens then-my friends fell a Jerxing jpg ofrpciand 


on- ask'd me whether ] meaned t 
» eitid f Y- ſelf cocurn Puritane and 


bog es Doyous 
Hay, believe chat fuch'a plea W ; hea the moth 
afrhie Judge;'and keep -hitmi {rin pronouhcty 
the ſentence againſt you?will thighold thehan 
of atJuſtice ? wilt che thoughts 6f Th x a 
I theſe dreadful Flatnes? Be 
© be bercer adviſed for your fouls * ale 
Shar fiddr how ſuch: cxearures will befool rh enfelves 
which] Who would: upan:ifuch/a; 'reſfls * tr With 
God ven ? that world be laughed our of Glory, aid: 
of] jecred into Hell? Is your ming yeralered ? haye 
ewelis rougay th $ or reſoluti6ns to: look after. 
ore jib your ſoul a poqua intance with God ?: Age 
if yo Aarne eh I rhat as by-chisrithe, Ahac 
ſte freke) £64 bo agtfirainted with God ?"are rhere' 
TICITOR to think thar_if is high” 
val for @ Friend: int a/cigne; of need © 
nl Tall this wbllebern betting the air, Lic has 36 
68 { baitedinvain# hall T leave youal as Fravnd - 3 
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God. forbid. 'Methinks I. hear iſome! pook! 
g out by this time, O; thar-1 had buy 
that ore bring mc ed 
0 that I had but.a {ſaving knowledey 
(Chriſt! ! O chat I did bur unaderſtand-whar 
Sto have Communion, with the. Father: | 
and the Son, through-che Spiric! I ſce my ſeltug« 
yo loft for ever, except I bave an intereth 
in thisFriend. O who will, bring me to. hinia 
How ſhall I getacquainted: yvich bim ? - Lhat 
isa {yyect lag That's »ycry good queſtion; 
hee ſhall [ do tobe aved 7 butdo you ſpeak in ſox 
ber ſadncſs ? doyouſpeak i in jeſt or. in. carneſt 2. 
If any one vyould give you advice and direQiony 
vvould you folloyy it in ſpice of all the oppoſiti- 
on of Hell 2 Whatdo you ſay, vvill you hbour 
to: keepexaRly roghole DireRions thac ſhall be. 


given if you vvillzJ do not queſtion bur that you 


and God yvill be &cquainted before you die. -Ruty 
Na oor got me take a'grear deal of pains, and allto 
purpoſe, a$to you ; do not;novy ſerve eve he 


FE: ae ws did Jeremiab, come and ask Co 


and take 'the Devils. _ in hopes char 
oo ſouls may' in good: carneft 


deſire 
$'vvith an intent to follovy them, J ball 
ey as follovys. =E 


L. DIRECTION. | 


"If you woulgbe acquainted with Gods about 
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be cnemics to God, and no.Friends to. or 
to God 1:they fcorn your: ved yes 


of him conceivable ;' though they. ion = 
his Cothmands, 'Tbrearniogs, _ 
though chey valuethe company of a <unkatd, F 
whore,before.the company of God'; zxhough they 
do all that they can' againſt God op -nl 
that heloves,though chey fide with Gods grea 
coemies, yerthey abhor to be thought ah re 
others then well-wiſhers co Chriſt,: and the 
Fricnds and Servants of God'; though they ne- 
yer 'come near God, yer they fake 1c very ill if 
they be not reckoned amongſt his qpaintendys 
and ſpecial Ftiends; VVhere is-the Oat worn - 
moſt living,that doth not count ita £2.Mieh piece of 
uncharicableneſs, if one do not Canonize them 
among the Saints, though they live more like 
drags } How 2 avioculty do thep'ts rake it, if dl | 
ang do but-queltion their ate?. : 
God 1) They enemiesto the Croſs Wh: g_ 
blind ! they. unconyerted / Who.is that-man - 
which date gueſtion'their condition ? hope 
to fare as well asany preciſe Puritan 0 f them 
all, rhey will hopetobe ſaved, ſay-what you will 
then, youſhall neverbeatthem our of t | 
8 Coll wr pee in Faihfulees to theit | 
ouls, WE + t tq maKe a more . 
inqu'ry; into. the. ſtare of rhe) heir Souls, ro Gent 
know: thar-the heart, is ſo deeeirh nay oak. | 
very great cauſc5to. ſuſpe& thas At;'t | 
God 3-yer they-w 
this. confidences: 
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| cbr ag his Friends. Bur. now'did-mea-buy 
chroughly underſtand - choir natural c_ 
menttrom God, were they bur jndeed fenſible of | 
rhe vilcheſsof cheir hearts, did they burtakehy 
tice ofrheR.cbellions and Treaſons that dre withs- 
in, the-cafe would be far otherwiſe withrhety 
rhen it.is O this, this isrhereaſon why ſoma 
ny: millions of grofefſors miſcatry everlaſtingly; 
pong come todefire the friendſhip bf od; 
becauſe rhey never believed that they were any & 
therwiſe then friends ; they do nor ſuſpe&t theo 
{elvesat all, but think thar they afe rich andew 
creaſed in goods, and haye need of 'wothing) 
whereas the Lord knows, and- Chriſtians know 
00; that they are poor, - and blind, and naked 
now, when men begin to bethorowly ſenſs 
ce of this enmity rhat is in' their 'Hatures againſt 
Gad; when they ſee what mutinies and t 
ons there are in them againſt their moſt graci; 
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Gy I a eaebon how glad would: 
; | chey bethen td hear of a pardon ?.. apmotact 


char: weapons.;: they will ſqoncr come 


withs.| God: with a Halter abour their: necks, than-.a- 


Sword by their ſides; chey-will fight. now with: 
noother weapons bur Tearsaud Prayers: asfor' 
their Armour, they break itn; pieccs, and il 
atthe fect of their offended Prince z and Oittty, 
might but haveany:hopes of pardon, i it woukdren 
vive their heatts 5; if they: mighthave bur look 
of kindneſs from God,it would be a greater coms 
fort ro them than all the whole world beſides 
could afford them. To whom can a skilful Phy- 
ſitian be more welcome, thenitoche fick } Chriſt 
cametoſeck the loſt, and ſuch as theſe 'we-are 
ſent to incourage +. but till the foul comes ro this 
als, a Chriſt is _ valued at all by it: if finners 
not made thus ro underſtand chemfelves,whys 
though we ſhould plead with-never fo much rar- 


neſtneſs wich them, -we do bar beat rhe aire, all 


that we can ſay fi pnifies very little. The man 
thinks his great work is don, though his hands 
have: been all this while in his boſom ; he-is far 
onwards in his journey to Heaven, t 


never ſer oneſtep out of his own-doors} he harks 


an intereſt -in God, and 'is:very well acquainted 
with him, and harh an aſſured confidence of 'his 


condition, that be ſha}l be happy, rh hehave 
Church: 


not one-dramof: Grace. 182 


man, > _-_ fare arche-Lotds Table, and the -."4 


like : Bu: O how many arerhere which ſhafl: 


and hows thar ic 415 morerhaen* polling rocome*” eE 


oft ' before: God, and ro.complemeneh im'much, 


4 and 
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and-ub fitofr arhis Table, aadycrnor tobe any!: 

. ofhis peculiar Frieads, and ſpeciall acquaintances. | | d 
Tiow it eycr you- would makeany.thing of Relis | it 
gion;'and be made bighly:roiprize Gods favour, } F 
and tobe really acquainted with him; you mult il 
labour:ta underſtand your diſtance from himyand) F it 
the unconceivalle. hazard : that you run, while: | © 
you arc in a ſtate of Separation from God; : that: | E 


there is but one (izp berween you, and the Rate 
of the Damned ; for what would became of you; 
if God ſhould ſay toyou, thisnighe:thy Soul ſhall 
be required of you. How cafily can God in a mos; 


ment: ſtop your breath, aad ſend your Soul and: | 


Body into that lake that burns for ever and cver? 
and is it not then time for you to loak about you? 
© this ignorance of our ſclves, liow doth it cx+ 
paſc us? (e/L.Ept.t. 1. c. 26.) He was nota 
whic miſtaken, who ſaid, That the tot knowing of 
our ſelves, was one of the chiefeſt cauſes of owp. fin ant 
72:ſery, and that the conſideration of the ſt ate of the ſoul; 
6nd the, through underflending it's depraveaneſs, was 
the. beginning of wiſdom ; for it's weakutſs being web 
: known, 4 mas will net afterwards iryſt it i the deter- 
72111691 of the greateſs things : bat man will be defiront! 
10.fomſult that great Oracly, the will of bis Maker ; and- 


E:- > fding bis old garde 13 blind, and bath oft mifled him, 


thereon be 1s the readeer. to. be acquainted with: ſuch 
 d onr, who may direl} him in the way to trut bapponeſs.; 


If-you would therefore be acquainted with Gody | 


you 'miſt-get well acquainted with your (clves; 
you-:will upon ahalowledg of- your (clt bea-t 
fraid -of your ſelf: He was none af: the wake 
JneEn! who ſaid; -T b#t &k ITHe [enſe of : fally 15.70 well 


Gem of ſeme proficiencyin yriſdem. Lagkimohy (elfy, 


(I-moan-(Earciyoyer comer, Echokb whar kung 
ge: T7 SS - _ . dance} 
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| ErkCeller; bur isthis Amour fi 


_— a God withall ?-Cxiſtthou'y 

Figleaves a 
the w_ Sd a conditiog thou art: 
io;ifrhouſtirrelt a ſtep further. Yield ſpecedily,and' 
throw down :thine:Arms, or you ate a deal tman.! 
De you knowthis? dotyou really beleiverhis? Is 


it: poſſible 2 VVhar bclicye thac: your Treaſois is' 
found out; and char. you are within a-liztle ofex< 


ccutions and. yet hot tremble, and yer nor: ſeek -- 


nordefire a pardon. When a mamithroughly a1i-! 
derſtands howthings ſtand'berwetrt him 8& God. 

and; how unable he is co carry on ia Wariagaivlt 
him, he will ſpeedily caſt: abauc, how the:may: 
conclude a peace upon any'terms. As ſoon as Ben 
hadad knew what a condition -his Army was'in; 


_ when he ſaw. the; Crowns'of this thirty Kings: 


ſhaken, and hisWarlike Captains cur inpiccesger 
ro'rremblc, andi'be Iike women 5; when inſtead of 
a mighty Army of: gallanc Watriors in:mattial 
order, bchaving themſelves bravely in the field} . 


heſaw their carkaſes upon heaps, their: S—_—_ 


rouled in blood, the Shicldsof his mighty.DOnes 
caſt away, and himſclf woflly. deſerted, : how 
- ons _ ra ſend away o Servants, with 
oaps a their necks, tobe ceuponany: 
"Terms? Whea the Gibconites Ayer what dans. 
gcrous fightmg| it was. againlit Foſhneb, roy 
not long beſorerhey made 
venant with -him. So the Soul, when ir- doth ſe . 


rioufly conſider” what a ſad 'condition-K4s ing" | 5 
while it contuucs'in Rebellion againſt God'; (it's. - 


impoſhbility.to: _ ic outiong, and atreriina- 


bilicy to conquer him : whenir Rn” da 
Fits 'ens þ 
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ye _ 0 lacel © how doth-j it ws, 
it's canditon, how doth wery our, O wreeched: 
man that I am, who ſhaildeliverme? O what: 


will become of mc, if 1] make war till 


God ? And as for flying, whethet ſhall fly from 


his preſence, and where ſhallI hide my felt our. 


of bis {fight ? And how fhall T look him ia he: 


face, whom I haverhus deſperately and uagrate- 
: fully oppoſed? Can ſuch a Traytoras I poſlibly 
expe& any mercy ; if the Lord ſhould look u 


.  m&, and not immediatcly caſt mg into Hell, it 


would. be amiracle of Patience. And thus the, 
man that begins a litcle counderſtand himdcl, 
' ” ſpeaks robimlelf; and after tha, he with Epbre- 
| >> aq upon his thigh, and bemoans his coa- 
dition cxcecdingly ! O that he ſhould ever rake 

up Arms againſt his gracious Prince'? O whar 


Silibecomie of him > Well, I have heard that © 


the God of Heaven isa mercifal King, T will go 
and'caſt my felf ar his feer, if I periſh, I periſh, It 


continue in this Rebellion, there is no hopes; if 
fly there 19no.cſcaping;and if Fyield, I can bur 


| periſh! ſad, ſ1d is-my c itian, wo and. 


alas, whac ſhall I do in theſe dreadful perplexi- 
ties: Bit, why do-I ſtay here ? the ayenger of 
blood follows after me-apace,. well, I will goto 


S my God, through Chriſt, and I have heard that 


this is ;the oily. way, and tharthere is notthe' 
leaſt hop? in_the world, any other way to getia/ 
pardon, to efcage the wrath: to come / Orthar 
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the precious ar} merciful} Jeſus waald pitey may F: 
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| | it y -ruaker 3 "al was 
{er of thedanger of ſuch #: yo 
aſhained and SpyeIns's ro che- very ſoul. thar you 
Houtd cycr cogageag aint (o good a Gad? Why 
then Iam cnt- i can't bur cry: oup wich 
all che irengel and carneſtneſs of your:ſoul for a 
Peice, you caa t bur delixe ro meer with yourad» 
vetfary quickly, while is in the aq ae 'Bur-if mW 

| feenothing atall of che treachery and: baſcueſs 
tharis i in your hcatt,. ſearch, ahd: > againy 
6 = 6; norance and blindneſs; and-not tht 
. goodneſs of your ſtate;that om 10. mas know 
I Hothiy by your ſelf.-What,arc you better theg 
David ?-he was (o jealousiof his own heart, -—o 
Heidared notto-trultto:his own: examinationof 
fr, bat hedefires the great Heart: ſearcher.to help 

_ biminchis work.' Are you more-excellene'then 
"Paylafter-his Converſion ? had. he: more reaſon 
totomplain of himſelf then you have? O-beat 
leiſure to look within, and ger Dawes candle and 
lafithorn to go into thofe dark corners of your 
ſoul with-ir, and'it-may be you may ſce that 
hin which may make your heart ro ake, and 
+ FYour joyncs to quivcr, and. your-{pirirs to faint 
”. Within you. Paul was: ſomerimes as coofidentas 
*$ 6h he rook no'notice of the:cnmiry that. was 
; inſt God, though he was asfull of it 
E- - as nk pis ” Poyſon ; yer before he came ac- 
God the: caſe was altered with 


Y = k re eng Le - x ? wy now thinks its 
J ching. againſt. rhy ' pricks, | dangerous: ops 
$ a obCod and perſecucing of Chrilt in any 
L; of - 2 ave :he deſires notbing-io the 


f 5 End __ . 
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I euajen he was of another mind when: that 1ighe 
F- thined abouc him; and'he cried out, Lord, what © 
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_ to. have hind foe his Friend, whom hs - 


fought againſt as an Enemy; :' 


Ul 


. My next. " Diralhion ee) chaſowbich POR 7 4 wy 
quainted with: God, ſhall- be this ;- Get an ham»: 
ble heart, whictvis the.cooſcquent of che formers? 
God will cxalt none to this-high/bonour of being: 


his Friends; bur ſuch as have':low thoughts, of: 
chemſclyes, The humbleare. the perſans tharhe; 


willraife, 'thefe.arc they that. he will converſe: 
moſt with, zlieſearc the great Fayourites:of Hea- 
ven which: God :doth delight -co honour, Þſs!.; 


24.13. The Lord 44 nigh to them which are of abrehor: 4 
| heart, and ſaveth ſuch as beof a contrite ſpirit. Gods 


isnigh:totheins (with -Reverence be it: 
God takes (o- much complacency: i in- che compar: 


ny. of ſuch; that:he can't endure-ro- have Gar 


from him; he mult have them always nigh; £0: 


him; always underihis cye3-49: fos rheſebrakem:.- - | 
ones, be will to be fure not leave them-longs nos. . 
= far from'them, but will be ready ar'Biand bo** 


their boges, to bind up theix; wounds, tolkeep! 
them from! feſtering.It-may.be be may purihiens 


. to much pain before herbrings the core to; perſe- 


ion, but-it.js -to prevent furtire aches. He'ig'a 


_ fooliſh cruel Chirvrgeans who: for fear connee 


bis Patient; ro ſamic-painy ever [ſear 
wound, bat skins.it. over. preſamly-: -and a-Wiſc 
more will nocthink him-un 

ſite pain; ſohe make'a'thtough! 
I T us God:dath by his-Parichts; renbror a 
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E- Akai, era itrectiths 
/ way*When chey wait hith moſt.” gay 
they may look upon themfelves: as forgancen by 
God, they may nor know their Phyſician whea 
he is by thens; :andithey may take their friend for 
an enemy) _ 7 nay think God far off when he 
is near; bor when'their eyes ate , and ther 
ciſtoeger is eptenyaecli ark they will wit 
and thankfutadls acknow! _ their ex« 
o_ nay;' they dofrom their}ſouls confeſs that: 
da not 'deſervethe leaſt:looke! of kindneſs: 
from God, bur to be couced firangers and 1enes; 
_ ' bur God wilt letrhem know'thar he loves 
_ himſelf, chat -i " = ces : love;: 
wer goodnefs ;: and that they are cheper-! 
ſons thar he hach ſee his heart upon; he will have d 
chent in-his' boſom "never leave them nor for-' f 
} ſakerbem; and thoughtheſe contrite ones ma-: ©: 
nF-times lookupon' themſelves as loſt; yet God) -h 
_ _ will fave cthemy and they ſhall ſing: a fong-of el 
. thankfulneſs amongſt his delivered ones. Again: Fm 
theſaevifices of God are 4 broken wart + A brebur' rr 
oaks caries ſpit, 'G.God, rhoa wile nor difpyſe, Pfal\) 8 
The proud fihner he may being his fat+# th 
ed en; mulrivudes of Rats and Sheep, arid! ne 
his Rivers of Oyl, -and yer all: rhis: while", nee be 'ſo 
| abtepicd;- Thereis another kind of facrificethar; 'fir 
-  watldibticcen chouſand rimes here accoprablero -nf 
Got: We'read thar Cacrifices ihavo been- deſpi= | vv 
fed; Prayers, long Pragurs have brew rejetod; | | al 
Sabo hs, New Moons, and Solkemm Aﬀeinblics Cy 
the Lond facth ſerrimesablhonredy butwene« rut 


0 Awih wi twnD mew a a... 


veereadehat hedeſpiſed: the ſacrificebfars hiynm- era 
ble heart, the Prayers of fuch always have 2 _ 
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God may jultly-look meimo Hell; bur: chart - 
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{mecrinciody nabpowertul: 
car. : Whoare the mcn gore aranes yr oY 
feat wi? ar (mers ma wary 1 em oo 4 
n are oor a$look upon = 
cence arte ch beers” db: hugo Thrſe-are 
are wrapped up'mto the third: Hez- = 
VC. Noue hante fo mackof iflravhn upoti Earth 
as thoſe that: wonder thac! che carch/ doth: nor 


ſwallow therh up, and that they arc nor: in ett. 4 


Bur, O faith tho humble Soul; God is the hj 
and mighty God, and infinite inhis Holine(s and 


Juſtice ; 'how then can ſuch a Crearureas Tever 


cxpett that he ſhould ſo:much as caſt his 
.on-me ? yes, ſweet ſoul, ſuch is the infinizeton- 
deſcention-and goodneſs of God, that the'will 
ſooner look upon thee then another. Andif: 
can't credit 'my vvords;' hear 'vvhat he: 
-himfſelf, //c.7.15."Thw frthe the high and: _ 
that inkabueth Erervity }, whoſi ame'1s Holy ;1 [dwell 
1 the bigh and bly place,wih bis: alſo that 1: of: xibon- 
trite and bamblefſpirit,torev-uethe ſperit of rhe Gundile, 
ard to revive''ithe beart of oy. tontrite 'onet,: 
thoughts of Gods Majeſty, reenitys andiHeli- 
neſs may, and vvith good reaſgn tay avyeithac 
foul thar fiathilpvv thoughts. of it ſelf: *>Bvicy 
finner hathrcanſe enough ro ay om with afe- 
-nifurment; Witt God look upon feta wie Gaful 
'vvrecclrasTam?Wil herhat is infinice irholineſs © 
takeariy newice of me; except to ſheyy hisdiſplen- 
cute againſt me? Whar hab I do? (ure ſuch &cret- _ 7 
ute as T carf© vvichour a miracle have. fmaile / 
from God: God may indeed ' k upon met 
his wrath, and! vex-me 'in' his difpleafure 
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wonder! indecds.VY hats Godidwell 
- Yes, withchec, :ikichowhaſt 


lvmy, and: SE _ [ 1 

ofnthy.(tlh;: the grace worth | p 

| norwilbheonly Knock: arthy loot, codcall ; A 
t he © 


' _thbuirhinkeſt; 

_ feelin tliees GBodwilknoc only look! 
yaur' ; OC-ENe on atr ry. viſit, 
willicomec and dwell; with ther; Now dwelling 
fpeaks'a continued abgde with onegand thus Gail 


{wb contiage. withe:the humble;z-neyer remove - 
frorh them; fot2any conſiderable time, till ctet- 
nuy-back anicnds rl bimſelf, arnttche Soul ceaſe 


40; be, whicts will be: never. God will nor--be a 


iſtrangtr:to :humble Souls; -bur he will come to. 
'thernj-add bring thac along with him, that ſhall - 


-thaky him; atd:rhem wel lcome roo. God nevor 
-comes to'his Friends bur he brings good eheeria- 


long \with 'him:+VVhenthe Soul gives God che | 
-belbetar 


ertainmentitis all at his coft;his bread, is 
farlings; his: Winc\hisoyly: his cordials, hisrieh 


A . :difhties.: Where God comes,. kewillkeep. ane. 


-ble=tiouſc, and: there ſhall be: mirth:and rith 
checrgoad ſtore; 1/e: 66.1, 2-7 bur ſaith the Lord, 


 Hooten i 11m) throne, wid Earth is my. ferrſfteol ; -Whene - 
ts that howſe ye will baild me > And) wheri-i8 the plage : 
_—_ bathony hand medegvind | 
babe bord. $'bdt-19. thys / 
t 15 por And of 0 contnete | Ge 0 
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- - man will] look; _— 
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2.182 ge chat 50 a2age, 
* Þ 2nd heaven to. rtjoyce. God 'is never ſa. well 
| pleaſcd as when he beholds gry. of —_— 
Grace ſhining-in a poor loſt ſclf, debafing C 

ture. The. ſpoule is ay a> wich. 
when Chciſt gives her that viſits Cant. þ. 4+ cod 
hath far more kindneſs for oor that lyes wa 
'þ eaſe of his own, vileneſs,. that) thinks. 
ea || unworthy to tread upon Gads Lan 
to. in his Air, thea fot the moſt 

all - Pha in the World. Such-an: hn 
ror | ( will he ouch in admiringpf | ,and.wilbſce 
8- | a high pricc upon bis kindgeſs; 2looks a{milt a 
he : | viſit! O' how: wellcome arc ro thoſe:pooe 
his | trembling Ones! Wherefate tor with fre> 
;eh + | quency and Jovevilit Ce Teton thecan 
1a-. || fever be unwelcome to ſuch, they will domntir 
ich || the higheſt honour) t that the- moſt: herd Sould 
rd, || come into.them\.in cheir low condition. | Wheng- 
x46. || tore if you deſire tor have any/intimatre 
ae : | tzoce with fad; (labour: to ihe! mare and moe 
+ | (caſible of your, ava. un inels;” ſhud Four 
| bearc and geante all and ber 
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arlady 2aptofcllortiiati holds out many a yer ih 
a citfoot ——_ i rformances;arnd yer neve 
knows whar 't i130 
:tancoorconttrie: With God :: whereas I am per> 
\{waded,if phe buſhels wererhtoughly examined, 
| Ire wodldbe-found char they*were- never made 
:feafible of cheirundoh ſtatcom of Chriſt, 
:rxmnderfiond the deſperate depravedneſs of 
thei hearcs;andnaruce 3 char theytnever lay wr 
lively (cofe of cheir ſeparation from, aud 
againſt God; and chey wete never brought 
6 their own fghtcouſneſs,and ſaw them- 
lelgedpoot; beagarly, ſtarved Creawures; and in 
oe ae camic-to buy wine and milk with- 
:obb ad aikod price. But this humility, 
$c:is an txccllenr Grace, it makes-rhe Soul fir for 
therritheſt ehjoyments ot God, and to do = 
rhe gveateſt ſervice. Y Vere ir poſſible that 
en ry ro ty rope ni 
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| tore? a Seryantiin 
' from is Soul ablrorthe'S ko © 
 wMiaſe-iit the Family; fnfomach th 
2. run away from. bis Rrvie, he yet, 
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Hound ſomewhere, he ible ovt'of hisbed, 
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was the condition of two: as' Ti f; | 
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like before) who fell a ſweating for emp pe + 
any of his Fricnds ſhould c#11 ſuch a thin Lo 
:0-me, and. thought I had imeanr hi inal 
F744 | the particulars; though Þ heard not _ word Ds 
${6: 4] man before-in my- life. ; Toby the by 
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by-what baths been: ſpoken y/ thar' acquaintance 
tor | with the pebple of Guds may be ion 
the || che bringiogrhe Saul acquainted with God.” 
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ld 
ns If you would bear aainted with Grid hier : 
7 { caiu all che meſſengers: that be 'ſends'r& you 
{or kindly. When Godcalls, anſwer ; and wherrbe 
pr ſends any of: his ſervants to/ you, bid they wel 
nes ; Lerthe feer of thoſe which bring glid'eidY 
eo be beautiful in your ey&; Do not t ot og wick 
if ey deal plainly and eval wah __ : 
_ 1 iseat of Jovero 
neſo)ehepifesehary your! pheoered iy 
6 thar a an in our ie isnat robe Je 
The: arm "_ eter ittle o_ | 
grieving'st people ; they do'irrhat 4 
joxceifor i16very they watch'for =D ts, 6: of 
therefore / you muſt account; t 'U 
doubles honour. Bur of all th 
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ur co cheriſh chem-with'all the care and ten 
nels chat. youran- Turn not conviftiens a+ 
way with, I am not at lciſure;. or I will hear 


by youof theſe things whea I have a more conve: 


ent:ſcaſon : but as:ſoon as you find your heart 
egin torelent, cry out untg the Lord, and ſay; 
rd I beſcech thee, carry on thy work cfic&us 
| al upon my Soul ! O that I may-have through 
 wark1O ler nor thele convictions wear off from 
 my;Soul, :till they cad-ina real. converſion !-Q 
p '. me not prove. but a halfe Chriſtian ! Any 
*D in; the world, Lord, ſo-that'I may bur be 

| ming net Chri ſian in good carneſt! ;Q-ler me nor 


returi! ; with the Dog.to his vorniei and wich the. 


Sow 'thar is waſhed, co her + wallowing in the 
- mire! Deliver me, O:God, framiſuinin; F anray 
; mx 0 Er and getting into a cold'world 

ing off all,leaftI prove worſe: chen: ever, 
and wy ot i cad; -be more miſerable then my 


r:co be yery curiails .in the 

= mar Gods abſcuce of preſence ; aud, 
u find; yoar-Soul raiſcd in any: duty, and 

rt ſomewhat . drawn! ut after God; 


your: ure to own, Gods a oy hr bleſs the 
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yer knock 'mote. Bur if you will-now: ofen'ts 
him, he will:come imo yorh and ſup with you, 
and you ſhall ſup with him. F-14k CO 


Anve-  'VIIL. DIRECTION.--- 

I ay; | Scek his' acquaintance moſt earneſtly if. you 

cctus f would hayc it. O why do then and wormenjeſt 
ough | with matrers of rhe greateſt weight and impors -. 
from | tance in the world > What do people mean' ts: - 
1-Q JI play with cheir fouls, the wrath of Gud,and dam<- 

Any. | nation ? Offinners;have younothingelſeg#p] y 


ut be) | with:? no Jower*marcers 40 ſport with ? : Belii | 
© not || it; Sirs, Heaven'and Glory are tor got' with fir- 
a the | ring till with out: hands in'onr pockets;*t We. 
2 the F think it worth the while toriſeenrly, and to:fit 
way [| uplare to ger an'carthly Eftace ; 'we: count ithg 
and, I fooliſh thing fot a man tobevery diligencabdut 
vers f his: worldly;:affairs, The poor: Country"tyjan | 
| my f plows:and ſows,” harrows; weeds,” teapy _ v4 
the Jrhreſherh; and-a great deal more;before*he"tal '4 
aud, f cat his bread =: and ſhall welook for/a rith rp} 
and Janddo nothing at all 'bur 'eat, arid drink; Wh 
30d; I flecp ?. Is chis theway toberielv? is rhisthew 
the J robe happy. foriever? It yoll inren4 ts d& any: 

thingip Religion toany potpyſe;you mult: el 
to-your buſinefs/ ati ahorhergybſOrace cher ab 
Y | oak arte ofthe" World dot wet ._"" 
J xcas much pains abaut' ouffſbtſls; 2s reſſdg. ©. 
the pair bodies or eſtavdl ty Ang" arty Eoth+ _ ©. | 
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Lite ch; zodakin and Ercrnal Joy ? Doyouthink 
that the Scripune faich in vain, 7 hut > muſt ſtrive 
30 Enter in ar the ſtrait gate? Ts it a bare ſeeking that aba 
, Will ſgrve the coiajel Willa Lord boyemer67 dpm der 
me, and bowing the knee y do as well as ithe the 
grcatelt ſcrioulneſs.and- po: rene in-the world? Þ| 5: 
.  Do;you think thac God will be purt:off with tho wil 
Skia and garbage inſtead of ny with _ 

(þ<ll jaſtcad: of the kernel, with-cha * 
S | thecom? Doth nat Chriſt: lay, The: — mrs 
fech ro-enter in, and ſhall wet be. able >. Q why do hat calls 
rofcfſours read the Scriptures with-trens || WEL 
ing? Letall thoſe oat arc angry wich us fd | Whc 
pucting them upon making Religion their buſts a 
. nels; and uling alldiligence- 4; make their Falling | 
0:4 101 ſure, Kead that ue Scriprure Over: at they 
» Luk, 3+ 44. Strive teeuter in gt the ſtrait lay 

or many, / ſay unto Jon, will ſeth, te enter o, ant yy y 
ner. be able, oe, Irowas Chriſt who: ſpoke ow: ſain 
ck If we tell you of: che danger of a formal | WE 
Religion, you wiltſoon fall upon us as Enemid) | 12. 
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-out looking 'aſer 'them: Whatfocyer' the- lazy 
-tormalproicflor may, fay, the Kingdomof Hea- _ | 
-vet1is hor obraihed thus :'chete*muatt be rutining, * 
-watching 5 fighting , *conquering, holding fat, 
holding our; and all lirtle criough ; ir requires al 
the ſtrength of thy Soul co-cogage in thisgreat 
work 3 it requires ſome reſolution to do ſucha 
workas every Chriſtian muſt do, or elfe his Reli- 
gion {1gnifiesliccle. Further, ircalls for ſome time. 

OO It-1$ not a thing to be minded ;- now' 4nd 
then by the by, berween ſleep and+ wake, when 
che Devil and the World have had as much ſer- 
vice as they call for. Were it for your bodies 
that-I were now pleading,” were you like roger 
any great matter in the world by tollowmg ot 
. ny dirc&ions ; could you be ſhow'd a way how 
to get a great eſtate, honours, and loog life, 'I am 
verily perſwaded a few words might prevail 
much. Why,'if you will believe che' word of 
God; Þ am telling you' of other kind of 'things 
then-cheſe be, greater. matters by far ; and*yet 
how little are menand women affe&ed As if 
weſpoke but in j:ſt always, when we'ſpoke about | 
things that did concern Sou!s! How ;licele rime 
do men-ſpend in their inquiry into theſe thing-? - 
'Ask Epitterss (Exch. c. 63.) And he will tellyou 
that it is aſign of a low Soul ; to beſtow'much Y. -? 
time ypon thy BoYy, and the thonghts bf/it, and @ 
little-upon the Sonl, tobe long eating, andilong 
463) drinking} and Jopg a drefing.and horr infprayery © _ -. 
3x ſhort in the thotekrs ofthe Bol, 2ad'ſhoer in the. ©; 
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{zrviceof God j and rhat it is 'a ſign of a baſede- 

generate Spirit to be very curious about toys! 4nd 

 inconfiderable- trifles: and to be negligent abour | - 

-mateexs of the greateſt —_ ro fldber'o- 
! 6 ver 
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= regret works of Religion wich penn ag, 
SR Oman, thy great work, 
iris take care of trhy rg ,to look aftera Com- 
rs va rp dl py ue 
ing for thy Soul, that that famiſh nor wi 
hang ts cold. Paget indifferent in all exrer- 
as the greateſt \ nee s bur to be indiffe- 
rear about ſpiriruals and cternals is- the . greateſt 
madneſs. We arc all Souldiers, and muſt 
much a War wherein we mult never lay down 
our arms. The favour of God is worth che ſtri- 
vingfor, it is as much as Raven and Glory is 
worth. If your eſtate or life lay at ſtake, would 
you notbe willing to uſc all che intereſt you could + 
ro-make the Judg your friend ? would you go up 
 anddown laughingas if you had nothing todo? 
would you cat and drink as\merrily as ever , and 
ſay it is bur dying, ic is but being a beggar, it is th 
bur the undoing of my wife and children ? would 
you not look upon 2a man that ſhould argue ar , 
this rare robe little berter then frantick ? and I 7 
ray which is molt conſiderable, the death of the th 
ME or the death of the Soul the loſs of a-tem- af 
poral, or theloſs of an ecrnal inhericance. Moſt 
_ diligence in Temporals will condemn their 
ABligence in. Spirituals.Chriſt ſaig,'Srekyo fr ſt the A 
j K ong of Heaven, and the ri ghtvonſodſ thereoſ; ith th 
men ſay, 1 will ſcek Fi the carth, anf's I: 
_w— thereof ; and if God will give me Heav Con 
- andhappineſs after Thave ary Eg Devil ps _ 
' the world as long as I can, I ſhall be corenced | go 
to have ic. No:\uch marter, neyer expett its oo >, 
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his work fo cloſe? Why did alt chofe Noble ' © * 
- worthics in the Church of old rake ſomuch 

pains ? Why ſhould they. nor. much ſtick to yea- 
nd cure cſtares, and lives roo ? Will you condemn + 
ith chem all as guiky of coo much cariofity, andut- -. 
ve necel[ary precifcncſs ? Do you chink chae their” 
wh labour was in vait? Are all thoſe diſappointed, 
= who willingly png with preſent things for fu- 
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; cure things ? I mult tell you, if you'cxpe ro ſit 
wi down with Abrabem, Iſaac and Jacib inthe king- 
Chr dom of Heaven, you muſt do as they did: 'HEa- 
br yen will not be obtained now upon any lower 
] r Terms then then. Your Souls are aspreciousas 


their's, and Heaven will be as welt worth your 

up minding as theirs, and God will look upon your 

o as well as upon them, if you will value his fayour 

__ as they did. Never look ro have God give! you 

FE | that which youwillnorthank him for. What do 
you ſay after all this? VVYill youſfir down beforc 
i7 your wark is don? Open thine eyes, and conſider” 
h what thou haſt ro do, and chen-cell me if ir-benor - --/ 
oy the greacelt follyſimaginable to be ſlight ingthdle* | 
oft affairs. O how can'ſtthou cat, ar drink, or flecy, = 
. whillt thou haſt ſuch a great work: ro do: which - 5 
is undon! O give not ſteep co. thine-eyes, Hor” © 
4he flumbec co thy cyclids, bucdeliver thy-felt fſrony * 
bes _ the hand of 'thekunter, and asa;bird fron the, : 
HI band of the-fowler. Go to: the Ant then ſluggerd 5 * 
Yea Confider her wayie, ard be wiſe ; which having:.no guide, 
and  overſeergar ruler, provideth her meat in the Summer, and 

v8 gathirath bey meat 1 the Harveſt, How'long wilc 
od thou fleep, O fluggard ? when wilt thou arife ove _ | © 
440 Fr ſkep ? Ter «little flaep, little ſlumberga lietle ©: 
ing. of the havds|1o ſleep, ſo ſhall thy poverty comt 5 7 
| ibs traveler, wh nas 4 dad, "iN 
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with:Qod, as you-weuld to get food for yaurbo= 


this love; as you wouid do tomake-ſure of a par- 
don, in caſe of : the Forfeiture of. your Life? If io, 
'we have {ome hopes, the work'may have ſome 

. conſiderable iſſue. oy 1 ike) 


IX. DIRECTION. * 


If you would be acquainted with God, be much 
-1n_ expoſtularing - the caſe with God, aud-in 
"urging choſe arguments which the Scripture dork 
afford yon in ſuch a caſe. Take with you words, 
-and .come-unto the! Lord, and- ſpread your ire» 
queſts betore him, and ſay, "3 2241012 

O Lord, thos haſt ſent thy ſeruants the Miniſters, ans 
haſt invited me to come unto thee, and; thou offer ejt prace 
' #*Þ reconciliation, and to be acquainted with me. O God, 


"'F dr fore from my ſoul, to come upon thy call, and would 


fain be acquainted with thee. I ſee my ſelf 1n an undone 


' lates while | am aſtranger to thee : but, O Lord, [have 
4 Curſed baſe beart that keeps me back from thee, aud 1 


68”'c tell what in the world to do. 0M Lard, I beſerch thee 
belp thy poor creature to come unto thee, lead me by the 


hand, let thy goudneſs and love corftrain me, Cor.guer me 
4 by thy kindmfſe ; came Lord into my ſonl, and let me fee 


thy face, and. look upon thee til] F am in love with ther, 


. Owby art thou as a ſtranger 10 me? wilt thow' forſake 
- me forever? ſhall I be one of thoſe thine enenes. "which | 
ſhall be ſlain befere thy face? ſhall { be: ons _of thuſe that 
i fhall\dwetl: with everlaFting burnings? O'Load;;puy, | 


pu; pity, for Chrift-hirſake, a pror creature that mould 


©. ; farm doyerhee, and be arquanmted with thet; F am"\(oi- 
E--.-- winces that Lmuſt be damned without ther; und 
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:&nd will you now: lgbour to: get acquaintance 
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2 5 0 ANDRE 6. 
thee of my ſelf 3 cant; Odraw ne! O carymnt le'O: 
compel the | confiram me, muke mewihns 1ntheuky of 
rby power: { cannot get loſe, my hart 15100 bat for'niey * 
Te my luſts are roo ſtrong fir. me,' my tempranions (are *v00 i 
Oz wavy for ny to A qty of my ſeif.” O- Lord helpihe, ' 
ne Turn mt, aid I fhait be turred. Pluck my feet ciet of the 3 
| ſnare, or | ſhall be utterly avFtrojed for ever, Foftive' 
mine witgunty, make me a cleay” heart, make mo» thy + 
feranare Tell-Ged rhar thou: haſt heard of his” 
g00dnels and fnercy, and tharthe King of Yſrar{" 


ch 15 2 mercitul King ; and that'ir 1s his naturetof 
in pity.:9ay. to him; iO I am a p3or undone crea-* 
chi ture; and wikrthou ſendine'away without mer-* 
is, cy ?. will the God of Grace ſend meaway withs! 
Ce out Grace ?. hatt;rhou got called ine, .O-God?"* 
k thy ſervants tell me ſo, O Lord ſpeak and give 
1d me ears to heat 3 O Lord I amicome upon thy 
ce merciful Proclamation, and I defire to lay my 


od, ſelf at thy feet; merty Lord, mercy upoh whac 

ald rears thou-pleaſeſt.' Didſt chow not ſay. in gþy* 
one Word, Ho eviyy ont' that thirfteth, come, and buy: 
wwe wine and malk wi money, and without price. Have" 
1 nor.thy ſervanrspleaded with me to come? and: 
hee halt thou not ſeatfor me? O! a blefſing;'s bleſ-" 
rhe ſing for me, even for' me, O my-+Farther! Haft: 


me thou nota bleſſing for me ? ſhall T be (cor away ; 
0” 


fee asT:came? O Lotd, IT come. ar thy word! do 
4, not ſay unto'me,'Be gone our of my fight. Teahe: - 
ake Y nor go, I will not go ;/ whi her ſhall T go from” 
5 | thee? :for thou thaſt- che words of Etcrnoal Life:? 


bat Though [cannot ſay, Bejuſtro me-a Saint, yet 


i), F will fay, Be merciful 'o m<a finner. You may_ . 
wid readimore in'R. A his firſt Parr ' of his Virdic's? 
0% Pietatis, pag. 2337 the whole Treatiſe is excel-* . 
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P41 | ies 
Jays thatifthere be not cnough in Chriſt toſave 
| —_ do not defite Salvation; for in him thece 
15 alltulncſs. You may plead your owa abſoluce 
neceffiry. Tcll God, that if ever poor creature in 
the world had necd of mercy,ydu have; tell him 
rhac you are rclolyed not to be content without 
his love. You may plead his;promiſc, in which 
he hath ſaid, That be will take away the beart of flene, 
and give a beart of fluſh ; and that be will put his fear 


amour hearts, and write bis laws inour inward parts, 


You may. plead alſo the power of God, whereby. 


he isable to ſubdue all things unto himſelf ; and 
many ſuch like argumengs, you may find in ma- 
ny places in the Scripture. . But becauſe I have 
touched upon this before I ſhall paſs this by. 


 X. DIRECTION. 


If you would be acquainted with God; look 
afrex ir ſpecdilys, defex not a moment, your cnc» 
 my4s marching 01 apacc, you-may be ſurpiized, 
your ſoul is haſting upou its acrnal ſtate, your 
glaſs isalmoſt run, there are but a. few ſands be- 
hind; rhercforefeck che Lord while he may be 
found, and. call upon him while he is near :: ere 


it will. be too late 3 wherefore what thou 


{doett, do quickly. What is the voice both 'of 
| ipture and Providence ? doth not the Word 


of. God fay New, and commend the preſqne tire: - 


above all. Acguincons thy ſelf with bim ; Re- 


ſhame you into greater ſpeed in this 


\ work. I ſhall rraoflate his-words into Exgliſh +. 
+ How long, ſaich hey will you defer the looking after. thei} \ wi 
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od "3: 
beſt things > bow long will you abuſe your reaſon d Haye 
you not heard ſuc prevents which you ought ro. - 
1grcc toy and youſcemed very*well: ro like of ? 
what kind of Teacher ts it that you ſtay for ? for 
whoſe' coming ds you defer beforc you wilt 
mend andturn? you are come now to years of 
diſcretion (if T ſhould fay you were nor, you 
would be angry) if you will 'negle& and delay, 


and add one dehay to another, if:you will add one 


put off to another, and make ohe reſoluton.and 
purpoſe after another, and {ct one day 'afrer an- 
other, in which you will think of theſe things; 
conſider that all this will do you no good, for 
all your reſolutions and purpoſes, tor all char I 
ſee, youarehke todice a common man ; therefore 


»ow live as a'perfeft growing man, and follow _ 


chat which is moſt excellent unalterably. If an) 
ching of difficulty intervene, remember that wow is 
the time for yait to ſhew whar refpe& you have 
tor your God and your ſoul. Remember theo! 
isnor far off,” and that nw you muſt nor+falter,  - 
and that as you demean your fclf =ow,'it may be- . 
you my be happy or miſerable while you have 
4 being. This is the Language of thar (excellent 
Moraliſt. I'add, whar is it, O fnner, that thou 
ſtayeſt for ? Is it for the day of Judgment ? would - 
you. be taught by Hames, the -worth of time ?, : 
You may then indeed learn ; burbelicve itz your 
knowledge and learning will do you little good ; 
ou may thenlearn whar it isto be miſerable, 
ryoucan't learnhow toget our of it 3 you will 
know what you have loft, but then will nevex - 


know-how to xepair your loſſes. How many 
thouſands' of them which have ſer a' day, ih _ 


which they would: return and repent} haye fer, + 
Ces: I Bb4 : and 1 


-” 
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kaowpthys rhertore, thar now rhy Lod makesthee | mak 
a gracious offer, of, pardoi ; and, it, you retuſe;now, | whe 
thismay be che.laſt time, this. mizy- be che very | now 
caTfor Eceraity. God. may ſay. befare ro mgxr+ | ime 
TaWs T bis mg :þy ſeal ſhall be rxrqured of thee, Ga } it'sa 
to therefore, youthar talk of trading ſpe the great || day. 
things of Etcraity,-I do hot kyow when ,, thirry | with 
or fourry years hence, Do! you nat knaw. that with 
your life is bur a blaſt? when your breath goes our hear 
your noſtcils, you are not ſure that you ſhall | two, 

. Araw,itio again, What then do. you meant2 ca{1l 
ralk of delay ? haye you not ffaid Jong enough Þ&. lutle 
already? . conſider man what thou doſt.- He that Þ Thus 
{ith he will be good ca morrow, be ſaich he will |} works 
be. wicked co day,, And whar if God ſhould-ſay, | to lic 
theu ſhalr, have rhe g!caſurc of in raday, andy = | have 
ſorrgw of fin ro marrow?- Thou fbalebe hardged ' you. 
Io day, and damacd mn: morrow? If your houſe -& nx t 
bs. Wetc.qn'fire, You would {carce fay, 4-will ages? 6 Toþ3 
4 I j cop - /# £ + 


cis hd 
Y We. ®: 


© | f{crp four or five hours, and hen, Lwill riſe'an 
call, my.ngighbouxs to help.co.gucnch. it. It yg 


ns 


ey | child were-a drowning, you wobpld ſcarce lays Þ 
& || mult accds ſlay ill havedruak a Haggop orawo 


y f more, andabaur haltan bgur hence. #. may be 1 
& | may go. and ſee whether I:canger,a boat, tg Hei 
le || him out. If you-were condemned, ra dyc.to mat; 
y || r0ws. you, woald. ſcarce fay,, I, will have. 


of | fick»and Sack,and good Company. all nightand 
ot then I'witLſgnd a —_— _—_ gcrt.one to 


At ride a hundred-mile-jo try, whether .he can 879 
ur {| Pardon for me. Yet thus for all.che world, thy 

N dot do inthe grearaffairs of thy immortal: {qu . 
1 O the felly of man (faith Sereca) who thinks 18, begin 
F te irye, when a theiiſard to one bat be will bdead.and 


©) rotten) I may fay, O the maducfs of fiancrs; who 
J make account to be looking. aſrer  Heavea then, 


y, | whcoits likely.chgir ſouls may be in Hell! : 
y || now wherher this, be wiſdomy Now you t 
r- | time oneof thepgorelt commoditicsin thEwor 
o | irsavery,drugg. which' lies-upon, your hand,,a 
To day or tWO, a week, a year: js.no.great. matter. 
wich you: burbelievc it; thecaſe will bealtgre 
with a witneſs cre long-. Sexeca wondred whenzh 
heard ſome aKking one of his friends for to'ſpen 
twor three weeks with them, when BY pr, 5. x 
eaſily che requeſt was granted, as if they azked as *, 
 lictle as nothing, when they. .asked time of him; 
Y Th (ſaith he)..oze: of the preciofleſt thous. in the | 
world is thrown away a lutle morth, When You.come 
to lie upon ypur.death-bed,, we ſhall haye you 
ve other thoughts of Time : then,a world, if 
you had it, fox onc'of thoſe hours, that you could 
F 2 tic]l how to (pcnd. You now ſtudy . how. to 
1. xoþ your (elf of your precious time, you.invent 
Lac” _——R 
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on 


*+Fthink thar Proverb, th it ahi an bak 
one: 15 worth our remembring,' He that " 
well ar mpbt, wuſt ſet out betimes in the marnin 


which kecpsus from liviog today;is rs ie 
of 1 to. morrow; fo? that we loſe os 
we expe the nexc. Commns fpeaking'dl 


che Tiger, faith, Thet when be hears the found of the 
Pre: , be tears andbues Biwſelf, Fhis will be th 
work of 


the mercileſs Tigers of-the wotld,'thi 'Þ 


WEIS their time (in which xhey ſhould be-pro 
ore Ercroity) in hunting Gods people, and 
tzking their pleafures; and ir > Fry 
deve Fr mild b<fare rhey die; but of a 
den'the Trumpet founds, away, away, and'0, 
en whata lamemabletaking arc they in't*hoy 
" they they wiſh for' time again , br char they*liad 
fperit char which they had better Þ. wicked ql | 
ever know the worth of Tine, till- they chit it 
that rial bored pg ne os Aire 22g ; 
at made nothing ingt or 
yeats, would ]ay* down all rhey' i wort : 


'one'year, one monerh, one day,'one honr, bi - _ 


ig then to0' hate. © how do they col the 


2 ESRI 


_ 
"of 
Pe 


= — 3 


Ss 4+ 

4” 
4 -» 
a .--& i 
= —_— ">a; 


lhortee - for molt men _ aDtat FT the life: of. 
Religion, and way becalled Dead. i Othershave 
a name to live, and aro lictle better rhen the 
foxmer. Moſt that hve ſpiritually, oo their life 
after they havabeen many rg ww 

we ſit and condemn otheas as 

prudence in thele. | 

ſame time juſtifi 


= mans" thou 
oo_ ern en 


thar oe agoulh for jos /nwu of : 
er calling and eleflion fare | 
hear you king, mon - 5 
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ſiajl'do toi gera:Paidon for yMWWfins'; to ger! 
God reconciled edfou.'MabintyYbu: ſhould be: 
caquiring what you ſhould do'torredeem your! 
imei} and to fpeadievery. momento ir fo to the: 
beltadradrage, as tharyou may appear chearful- 
ly:before:your Maſter: at nighe.' That I may ir-- 
foxce:this ey ct furan I ſhall: propound 
feiv.(etious Queftions rayou,'; if, 
Res '.. Do fouthink that:theſe-things are: 
nece]ary, or arcthey.nor? Tf they be neceſſary; 
why: do you not = them ſpeedily? If they 
bz) nat: neceſſary, :do not look after themar all; 
Qnet..2 Do you expe to beiniaberter cas: 

atity, io laok afterthicfe things hereafter do your: 
pe:for more ſtrengrh, when yoware worn owt" 

with ſt and age, when your back-begins'to bend 
and. your joyats to ſhake ?*- Dor you'think you! 
ſball be more atleiſure,” when your work will bt 
 muchinicrealed? Knowthis, thatiſin:grows ups! 
on'youdaily;it prey upon your Vicals:: He that; 
isno2 feto day, wil be leſsfic tromotrow.: ' AF: 
for:kifure, 4. muſt iconfeſs yourmay hive leiſure! 
4. another i world, ro think of theſes. 

rhings; Bc i wiſh you w-ll co conſider! whether! 

.  itbt grear wiſdom, tarepent; in:this worl3, or in! 
> 2Mhery 4,would be:loath ro:bexopetitingiin ar! 
” « nother; it's lad weeping indeed there; where rears! 
ſhall aeyer be dryedmp- I hav=told:you ofc thas: 
- God ſaihs tor day, antd+icis borh:wickedly and! 
foglihly don: of-matitoſay;'td morrow.' I muſt!; 
rell:yow but fo,'rþaciriisa dreadful] hazard char 
every delaying Sinncr doth ruth c:citis2 queſtions 
| wharher:$200-00y; notdeny: his grace, | ftop this 
cedchers: mouth, ſtop-his-ears,» and: Ropyroumt 
breath-: agd- where are you':hen; with Your: No 
{ morraw 2 
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mhorrow?-+Di 


dear ; they cha 


gcadyy.and-it you make 


'» Queſt, 


4+ When ' would'-you''ger a 
wich God ? when he hath (hurt up hi 


in- n heſoraffir ah 


48; em" TIES PR WES , * 
0g © CONS 
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xyscoft 3 
xl 


re hafbchen\you 
have don, they;will coſt: ae oo ow: 210310 


Eon 


when would you run this race ? ry youhav 


toſt your legs; or can burcreep with 
Is that the beſt time crodo''your workin, 
js neX* tq impoſſible to do. ir? » 


Qu 7, 200y-1 


'haft for? © 


jombeni 


:. Who deſerves'beſt.: at: vobhide: 
the Devil: te World;:and: rhe Fleſh,. or God? 
Reſolve merhis I pray ? whom do:you call your 
Maſter ? whom bave* -you' moſt vis prac eg 


Dueft, 5. How would you! take fe "fy: 'of 
them which depend _ you, «C4 ſerve you 


as you {crye. 


God d . 


weſt, 6. Do you think you can make too 


ſoon ?:'Alcbough a man may with: : 
cnough -be ' afraid ot 'rhat which may. make his 
happineſs far 'more uncertain, and his miſezies 
more intollerable: W ho fears ro make too much 
haſt when his Prince fends for him- wirhfpeed? 
O thar\mei did but know,” whoir isthat calls 


them, and whether they -are: goings and what » 9 
[they have to do; when they come: to their- Jour- | 


ncys end! - 


-much haſt ? Whois afraid-of —_ Rich 'roo 


reaſon good 


Queſt. 7. Arc you ſure 'yeu ſhall live till you 


are an houroldert?-Youare ſtrong and 
'ie'may be, bur did you never hcarthatſuchihavo 
»with, avery: little warning /? 'Have.; 


healthful 


.you-- never 


known'a man. well one hour, andideadtticncxt ? 


he You have:notz I-tell you of MACVIOUR was 


wry 
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_ weary. well one mamenc; and the next, 

- rewind afn. Ke potile 

may'be bur one {mzall moment-berween a fttong 

working healthful man, and a breathleſs Corys. | 
Que 8. Whatdo you think will-become of | © 

p__ I ask again, if you put off cill it be too 


A aaarro oiprarecle | fe! 
ou 2 or the emer cone 
oe EE! [} 
to; Do you think to'get acquaint q 
with God in another world, when you dom all 
mind kim here? Will, God think you;own theth || *"'E! 
- hereafter, chardiſownbint here ? Will he know | (Þ 
them in Heaven,who would not know him upub || ©. 


4 . _ 
XI. DIRECTION. by” 


If you would be acquainted with God, rake | %Þ' 
heed of thoſe things, which keep God and mah = 
-at athiſtance, and makethe Lord rake no pleaſure 59 
tn-us. In geacral, take heed of all fin, Faſb fs B9Oc 
| mebe you clean, put away the evil of your domgs from 
| "EXE E705, Crafſe to ds evil, learn to do good, ſerk judgh- 

+ , ment, reliove the oppreſſed, jduge the Farhirleſs, ant 4% 
* « "plead thrcauſe of the widow, Come now, aid let ur rea be 
ſor togtrber, farth the Lord, (a, 1. 17, 18. Yau $ 
muſt waſh your hands in innocency,: if your 
 tehd ro compaſs his Altar, to ſir down ar his Tx 
ble. In 'Pſe!. ror. Demd'is excceding defirousd 
| . Gods company, and he cries our, O when :wi 
rhou come unro mt). hethinks longtahave a'vil 
: fronvhisold fried ; he wet lady walk in 
him. Now what courfe doth-he'rakero ger God! 
ay : GOnm: -« 


Hoes 


+ 1244 
— 


| S —_ | Why, ke < the beſt way n Hor 
inthe world : He will ſcr ne wich ; befor 
© biseyes. Bck ows irisr9 no purple fo bi oyerl 
wo. expet much of Gods company, while he dar 
mh eaccrtain his greatclt enemics ; crefore he turas 
chem ms of.doors ; I hace, ſaith he, the works of 


"on om a rurn alide, ir ſhall norcleave. tas 
ſure \nd chage: God may dwell wich him, and : 
a eas well as his heart,a Temple for hi 


tt, he will nor ſuffer a wicked perſon to lire es 
ad | he will have none ia his Family, but. 
ſh4ll be rey to ſerye God, and bid this his pick 
het | Friend welcome. 
106 | - Bur moreparticular, if you would bave much 
' | of Gods company, and be intimately acquainted 
Wo ich him ; cake. heed more c{pecially of. thoſe 
particular figs which make God moſt to CL 
himſelf from man. As, 
| Firſt, Take heed of pride: That was the: 
calls -T made the firſt breach between the 
mah © re and the Creator, the fin that ſunk ee: 
gels, that made God{ and them, who were v 
good Friends once, to be bitter enemies; this 
made the breach infinice, the feud- everlaſh 
the mas incureable. And this m- res ri; 
quarrel berween God and man. 
thinks hinrſelfto0 ond to be bur a eh oy +3 Y 
bea God ; he quickly is tag bad to be, a man 
heis but one remove from the Devil. T'o hea fs. 
vourite of his Prince is not cnough, cxcrpe, he - 
may wt into-the Throne ; Pr he echo 
rime for his Prince ro remoye { his pre 
W {cace toa Priſon, fromthe Court to _— IDs 
4 on. It waspride that caſt Ademour of- 7 
. and do. you think that chat lan is'1cfs  haceful 9 


, atidVefs dangerous roman/then ic was five 
vufand” years ago?” Did it chen ſpend all it's 
Folfor 2 and dan'ir' now do noharm'? Do you 
belicye 'trhar God' will take that taro his botomm 
now, that formerly he abhorred to look upon? 
Now fit hah increaſed it's ſtrength and detor- 
7 REES its chmity againft the in+ 
nite Majeſty of the holy: Jehovas, ſhall th 
barred againſt irdecreafe? will tic be more wilt- 
ing.to accompahy proud aſpiring Rebells now 
then then ? noſuch marter, Gottts (till as holy 
as ever; and hates atl' fin; efpecially pride 5 
much as ever. Do you think, chat 'it istor nos 
thing that the word of God ſpeaks fo much a- 
gainſt this fin ?' Can itbe chat the Holy-ghoſt 
would ſay, Prov.11; That every one that is proudjth 
. an abomination-to the" Eordy excepr God did indeed 
hate them? VVhy ſhovkt Gud' chrearen 'ſyth 
To much, if he took any pleafare in their Socic- 
ty ? though band joyn in bend, yet the proud ſhall nt 


go unpancſhed. Now we call the proud bappy, but (hal | 


we call bim ſo, 'when the day of the Lord ſhall burn 
fire, wid all the proud ſhall be as flubble: And: the diy 
that cometh: ſhall burn then up, ſuth the Lord, and ii 

all trave them neither yoot nor branch, When the 
Tard fall tread: dwpn tht wiched, and they ſhall be th 
Aſternnder bis feer, Mal. 3. 15.8 4..1z 3. This, 
is. 96t;,0nc proud man 'in Heaven, T am ſare; 
nora proud manupoa the Earth, that ſhall have! 
much of Gods acquamtance. And'let mc ſay, hte 
Thar ſets himſelf. above God (for.that's'rhe pride! 
TracanYivhileſthe Rands in char ſtate. muſt new 
expeit chat God ſhould look uponthim/with-any 
-  Kindnefs: Heaven, and Hell will as ſoothe 
. grerd; a5 God and ſuth A one ſha} be unired, Thi 
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provid ridw overlook others tharare their betrer} 
and fcora their Maker'; but ſhortly 'they: ſhall be 


ou }| paid-iti' their own' coy, they ſhall be ſeotncd - 
tom || too. If all rhe proud 'Nim 045} Bhararks arhd Bok 


on? | ſhazznrt in the world! ſhould enter ihro @ leagues 
for | and combine againfthe' Almighty, and ſays 
c hi they \wilt caft away his cords from'thetn, and - 
Its | char chey will nevetdebaſe their noble Spirits fo 
Vill> £4 ww as toſtoop rofis cemmands; yer none of 
208 || them all ſthall'go! unpuniſhed * ley ſhall be like 
zoly || ſtubble betore the devouring flames, and Vke 
jo chaffe'betore a mighty whirlwind': God is not 
06+ || afraid ©: their big looks, Prov, 21. 4. Prov. 6,47. 
ha- | Prov. 15.254 Zſa. 2.12, Lukt 1,51. Jam, 4: 6. 
hoſt | Gud will cloach himſelf with vengeance; and the 
44 || migtity Jebovah will gird his weapon upon his 
Jed || thigh,and match ont in fury and wearer 
veh | draw bis glitcering! (word, and refift the prouds 
Xic- || and-reach them 'whiat it ito bid defiance ro'the 
Fit | Lotd of Hoſts. ' We ſhall ſoon fce, who ſhallke _ 
hl uppermoſt, God: or-they. And when the proud | 
»# | foner lics conquered at hisfeet, how doth he 5 
da | with infiaice: ſcorn look upon him; and (ay, be- 
d 4 | hold, the man is become like one of us! This' 'tis 
th Y for man to arremmpr the dethroning of the Al 


"18 F mighty ! Bur ir may be, moſt may think thems . 
1 ſelves lictle concerned in thar which I naw ſpeaks , .. 


whereforeT.muſt add this one'word.Be it known 
unto thee, O man, whoſoever thou arr,*that 
think'ſtthou haſt-no' pride ; Fam ſure thoufart 
one'of :choſe_rhat” ate in rHarblack roll which 
have proclaimed war agiinſtheaven ; thou ait 
| theman'tha: ſhall never be acquainred with: God 
»Y whilſt chou atrin chat. mind. It may bethou 
T6Y maiſt ſpeik peace: ſo thy felf fora!l this, and 
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tzer thy ſelf as if God and you were Friendsy f Di 
c lerme te} ther, I come with heavy ridingsin] 4 
mouth ro'thee: if thou turn not,he will-whey 
bis {word, be hath bent his bow, and madeit 
ready, be hath. preparcd for thee the inſtrumems 
pt death, che day. of thy Calamity is near-: the 
dreadful Feboveb is upon his march ; and if yey 
ask.me whether there be hot peace for thee, ] 
anſwer as Tebs did to Jehwam, what peace, Q 
haughty finaex, 10 long as the pride of thy heat 
is.fo great, and thy Rebcllipns againſt thy Make 
{0 many ;'there.is no. peace faith my God to the | fits: 
wicked. Wherefore as you value-your Soul, 
you tender your everlaſting Salvation, and deſire | work 
tobe owned by 4he Lord inthe day of your dþ { £005; 
ceſs, rake heed of pride. Go quickly, and tiuny || ot f 
l&.your {clf, and make ſure your Friend ; labow | 
to; pull down every *gP; honught » and 
proud imagination 3 and ler your Arrogant-Spimt 
bow before the mighty God, there is no way wilt 


_ dabutthis; as ye haycalready. heard : you mul 


{cr the Crown upen the Lords head, you mufi 
lay your ſelves athis fect, and lick the very duſt. 
Your-bercers have don ſo before you, and haw 
thanght i: their honor to lycat the feer of Chriftz 
this they look'd upon (as with-gaod reaſon roo) 


c 
..__ a8 hefirſt ſtepto prefergnent.. If therefore you 


would be acquainted with God, take: heed L 


Pride, | "51 

Secondly ;; Take heed. of a worldly: mind 
Whac concordis there between Earth and Heg 
wen? -whar- agreement berween- God and+&l 
World ?. (what delight can his holineſs take 


him, who .bad' rather be wallowing.in the ruſh #cnes 
and treading of Clay, thea bathing bimſe m_ ven! 
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ive vin the world, "and yite owe ie 
« | workſfhey all dookfor a yer ny hath 
- di | tions, whoſe builder and maker God, {| ious 
nat for mothing: that che Apoſtlei Fob» 
Mit: acharge: nn Ach he us 
That rhe) nid nar tug hu the world, net the things of: 
ion i world * for if inty tes the world, the love of the. Faces 
of i 22 nie hrrsg 1 Fobs 25 FF» VVhence/is it; that fo 
| few-grear ones goto heaven, andithat it isner 
toimpoſſible for ſuch to be faved'# Is:ir'nat* 
T cauſe they havechifen Manm foritheirFritne, 
| ratherthen' God # He haekwrheir heatrytheit love, 
i&;Y their time and ſervice,and they have licr ine up 
0 for God, aridtherefore: God hach bat a li 
pinefig ©licle Heaven, a ſhort 'ploty for 
of itiey hall Have buy lirele'of his fiyver cofths 
Y tle dcquiinrancs with hin. Why doch Fold 
ind ſs terribly «6 the rich'rmert” and 'bid-rfi6: 
5 3h&wcep andihow! > wask' her becauſex 
likes undo them * Didiche weale 
thar-livthe Parable live ever-rhe longer 
wches;(6r"f2t6-over-rhe be ter (forhis 
= vherhromeinoaoher world? chore: No, 
vie {fas * Cc3i | gueſtion 


rbonhirikdehight have: ADRs 
Mp0 i bas'd\F had io worldly inns 
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d love the #tber,. or offs by, will held: 10 the eiec.anl 
pF 3A the other ; pe Famnet ſerve God and CAREY | 
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. 3+.\Lake heed-of Hyportiſic,. Who arc whe ng 


perſons that Gad, doth "denounce his:dreadfal fb 
chreamings againſt ? are.chey act ſuch: as-h& 
bout him with their lips. when their cheater: þ 
far from him. with what; abhorrency .doth he 
look:upon ſuch, and all, thas. they do. 1ſe;,% 
They never bring their hearc to viſit God: wi 
and therefore they have litcle reaſon ro cxpet 
thac he ſhould: bring his, Daintics to entertaly 
themwich. -, 4h 
-: 4+. If you wauld be acquainted with God,t 
| heed of beingacquainted with, wicked com 
excad that;many wicked -mea have farod h 
hercer for the, pompany. of: the godly 3 bur! w 
arce cver heard that anyigodly'mancucr fare 
qheibercer for being in che company of the; wick 
. ed, !exce they; went on T 
them. This, is clear in the caſe of pts who-he 
loſt his goods, and was madea captivebyhe 
| i Soles ; and though they were reltorod to hi 1 
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asclfo-. Bur 


only Tk dre rn mas: 


ſuch;ſociety,the daager were nardo cariſiderqbley 
but. bur the perl | is: 15-Eoarr chen; ſa; for by::iccibiey 

; ney diſtant 314hey mwſh dever: 
_ m_ Far fu company, and Ru Cer compa 


} f both rogerher ; +I mean, whetxtheyido wane! 


df arily -or delightfully. converſe. with tuche! Te : 
Wu therefore 2 Soy co be acquainted; with God 
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| Dy pri wer mani pony 05 hm 
nothing at-allrsdo with wicked-men; noz'nyj 
evcryonebughrratio whacihe can-in bigple 
farchegoodoffouls;: © ichuri Ehriſtiaris world 
_ anverfe-nmwtt; with irheir poor; jgnorank 
;Cheiftleſs neighbows !!Otthatrhey-would 
urdocratt dainted: with-the wicked; (ad 
rhenthiry hould' have-txver-rherlefs-of God 
cot ;buc chemore 5: but je is at uninecefſary 
deligheful Vn RR of 'gur-ſelves with 'them 
chavhrfiea y:fuch of them which wi 
ſijflecevery þ iyect Diſcourſe, arid divert you 
from any :chitig thar:tends 'ro'the * Fronts 
the imceroſt of Kelipioiws- a14:fuith: as have! 
1p rxpreſfed-4 edereſtation-of the way'&f 
ard make but a mock at your feriodl 
Cones, ſtoptheir cars ro wholſome Adyict; 
ariandakt: Ro 'undecent- refle&tions upon tl 


ro tar all Rl as. _ 
logee ok Relip! 
Thich will 'confift! wi SD 
tnaTFanke.: As for other o awe 
< fly ffonuthemas thoſe: | | 
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dparfrom God, EF God au 1 01 
your ſoul. This, cisis one of or peu or 
Sod- .cſtranging fios, which teads 0! on. whole Le- 
gions againſt che Almi ighoy, "This is that botd 
daring ſit! which gives Trurh it (elf the lye, and 
ſaich,” Tharthe Word of Godis falſe, his Pro= 
miſes airy, his Threatnings bur 1 windd © hut 
know this, O ſinner, ſuch a wind they be, that 
will. riſe to a dreadful ſtorm, and rurn your 
ſtrong confidences up, by the roars, and blow 
them into Kell, jf yoo make no' more. of them 
then you do. 

6. It you wauld be acquainted with God, bee 
waive ſenſualicy. To be ſenſual and devillifh 
are _—_— S be loyers of wry and wv] 
ers 0 are uually COncomita 510 4 Wor 
- fare oy promo every day, OY to be deſpiſe 

Godzarc no rate chings.Bur. I ) Faye key ar 
y 


yh: proſecution of theſe things, becauſe they 

ſo largely and excellently handled already 

ſo many of our braye Worthies. See Mr, Fexrers 
Savnts Reſt, and R. A. his ndicie Pietatis, 
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If you wauld be acquainted. ith.G =, lol | 
vedly and freely give up ned. wie 
enter into 2 moſt ſolemn. Coyenant i Wes 200 

And here I ſhall make bold with thar Woven 
Author*which Ru. dork mention in his Pn 
dicie Piergtis, and prefent youagtinwith tharex® * 


- f - eelleprFormwich ratotiesro It, which 
ri Thave lately mer with i in the forementioned Au- 


C 4 ; thor. i 


uy 


5 % 40 os 
w Y « 


thor. Ahery pa lexjans addreſſes. tg God, | a 
| . 


aur | 

and after a deliberate conſideration of phe tearms 
of this Covenant ; and after athorow ieargh. of 
your own heart, whether you'either haye3lrea- 
dy.orcan-now freely make ſuch a cloſure with 
_ - Godin Chriſty as-you haye becn cxhorred rox 
| and when you have compoſed your {pixjcs, into 
the-moſt ſerious frame poſſible, ſuirahlo ro a 
tranſaftion of ſo high a nature, Lay hald upon 
the Covenant, and rely. upan his Promiſe: of 
giving grace and [trength,, whereby you way be 
ctiabled to perform your pramile. Reſolve in 
che next place tobe faichfyl,having co by your 
hearts, and opened your mouths, and (yb bed 
with your hands.to tlic Lord.z rcfolye jn, his 
ſtrength nevecro go back. And being thus pres 
pared and ſome canvenient. time being ſer apart 
or the purpoſe, fer. upon the wark; and, in the - 

moſt ſolemn manaer paſlible,asif the Lord were 

viſibly preſet befare your eyes; fall down on 
yoltc knees, and ſpreading forth your hands-co- 

wards heaven, open your hearts to the Lord in 
rheſe ar the like words. - . eos | 


O wwoſt dreadful God; fer the paſſion 0 
thy - Ibeſeecb ps Uc/h oh. 
« Prodigal, now proftrating bimſelf at thy | 
F floor 3, 7 have fallen from thee by mine ini-! 
guity, and am by mature'a. ſon of Death, 
and 4thouſand fold more the child. of | Hell 
by my wicked praGiſe; but of thine infi: 
wile grace thou. haſt promiſed wercy-to-m; 
ip Cbrifh, if ewill: but tar to vhee: with off; 
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- I reg 9 he call of the Ko 
mg fþel | 408 #0 Come in, and Ing owe: 
2 ty Weapons, hi hai; wy ſelf  tothy \ WENDY 


= | Lndbecanſe thou requireſhas the Condition: 
pi of my Peacewith thee, that 1 ſboutd put away. 
mo | wine ldols, and be at defiance with all thine: 
02 enemies, which Iacknowledge Ihave wick 
200 edly fided with againi# thee; : I-hoar + fronp. 
of the bottome of mine heart renoance, them. all; 
freely covenanting with thee, not" 30 allomwe: 
ny my ſelf in any knows ſin, but \conſeientionſe 
bed ly to wfe all the means that 7 know than haft:. 
his | preſcribed for the.death and. utter deflrutii= 
ren 0u of \all my corrnptions; and wheteast; © 
art have formerly inordinately and idolatranfly: 
the # let ont ay affeFiops npou the world, 1-do- 
erc herextfign my beef t0.thee that. wadeft ity, 
| humbly proteſting before thy glorioun:Majen:" 
ſty, that it is the firm Reſolution of my. 
heart, aud that I da unſeignedly\ defirs. 
| grace frow thee, that when the fbalt cell. - 
of ze berennto, 1 way pratice this my:;Reſalu= 
on Þ tion, through thy affiſtance, 0, ferſ alt” - 
thy Y 14t 3s dear anto.me in this world, rather. * 


iN ther to turn from theo. to. the; ways,o 
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thee, 5, beſeeching thee alſa to.hely me ageinif 4 
_ thetempiation: of Satan, to whaſeſupgelhis, | 
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ons, I reſolve; by thy. grace niver to field 
awpiſelf _ = ot. 46d becanſe tie own 
righteouſurſr is but wenſtruous rags, I re- 
wonrce all confidence therein, and acknow- 
ladgethat 'i ane of ovy ſelf @ hopeleſs, helpleſs, . 
wwndone creature, without righteouſneſs or 
flvength.: And for ar wkeh as thou bift of 
thy bottomleſs mercy offered moſt graciouſly 
t0.mewretched finer, to-be again my God || 
throzgh Chriſt, if 1would accept of thee; T 
call Heaven and Barth to-record this day, 
that. 1 do: here ſolomnly' #vonch thre for the 
| Eovd my Goal, and with all- p- ble vener a- 
fiow, bowing the neck of my ſoul under he 
fees of thy moſt Sacred Majeilly , I do. bere 
take" thee ' rhe Lord Jehovab, Father, Son, 
| 4vud Noly Ghoit, for my portion, and chief 
goal, and dogivenp my ſelf, body, and ſoul 
w. thy ſervant; promiſing and vowing to ; 
fervetheraw- holineſr and righteouſneſs all | 
_thrdaze of wylife. 
-vAnd ſtare hou heſt appointed the Lord || 
| ro, the onely means of coming unto 
Fee," 1 do-here won the bended knees of my | | 
ſoul, acvept of him as the only new and living 
way, by: ——— way beve acceſs to | 
.  thd#z- ave tho here ſolemnly joyn my ſelfin | 
| Swurriuge Covenant 1'bim. 
Vo dhſet Jefwr, come thee bungry and |} 
EIS -- ſerable, * 
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But- abis. thine. anparatell'd: _ 
do fancy all ay powet \ accept: thee: 
Head and Horkand for better fan 
for richer for poorer, for all times andecon- | 
ditions, talave, end:honour, axd.abey this | 
before all 0thers, and his to the. death. 8 - 
embrace thee'int. all «thy: Offices, I remonnce = 
wine nn: worthineſs ,\ and. do. here avow 
thee to be tbe Lotd my. righteouſneſs521 re- 
HOHACE MINCOWN Wi Jo, end do bere $ake 
thee for wine.enly guides Irenounce _ 
own will, and take 1hy will for my Law... 
And finte thou. bait told me that 1 
feffer if I-will reign, IT do bere:cournens 
with thee, to take my lot as it: falls-with 
thee, and by thy Grace aſſi adobe t0.run af 
hazerde 'with:\thee, uerily ſuppoſng, that - 
neither life nor death hull pare GU x 


and Ae 1 
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thow FY FIRE pled o 
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| ng; " that. fthoophs wy 
| dont ai and ur et-1 wil vv 
order and govern my whole life according to. 


ON, of any og" that: T "Avow fo: be 
xt 

Toaly becauſe through the fraitiyiof, wy 
fleſh," Fam ſubje® to: wany failings, Ian 
bold humbly to protei#, that wnallowed miſ- 
© rarriages contrary tothe ſetled boys and -re- 
ſolution of nty heart, ſhall not \ make void 
#his. Covenant, for ſd thou het ſaid. 


oo wy Goa, \ſearcher of: hearts, 


thou knoweſt that If. make this Covenant 
ith thee this day, without any known gaile 
« 16/oniny> beſeerhing thee; that if thou 
any flaw or falſbood hertin, thou 
ſt diſcover "e ts nar, and belp we to 

do it aright. 
. And now glory. bs fo thee, 0-God the. Fa- 


= "forward, to lookwpon thee as &y God and 
- Fury That + _ thou ſhonldef? find out 
I a way fortberecaveryof nudone fimners. 
' - Glajybe to thee; © God the 508, who baſt 
euhume;\ avd waſhed ave: from - my" ſors ins 
hine\omex' blogs, aud. art wow 
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thy DireSion, and willnot elow my ſelf it . 
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oem; whom 7:foall be bold from: this \ day. © 
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or ſee yu; or wie eg yon ai he 
ſtands, I know aot « yybody; is trails 
a poor. dyicig Many; hore. in-be.! 
mouth will: be more ped then is 3nd youg 
too - and therefore cis 9g 6 ie or 
about us. As for:my,part:I have w ial theht 
riouſneſs that I could'for my. ſoul. { 
about the-great and. weighty, affaigs of yom 
and Eternity. .I-agaitr5all-Heaven, fed! 
wiendls that I have fcc. and -D h, bets 
= ave. in the-name of REA 
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of bim: whom I wauld ca, nk ac - | 
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| again- pleaded: with 


DEE bong ro and bepping art 
is s of 'you; nay; if ithid' beers booty very 
we. 4 


| not have ſpolte:' wich more earneſt - 

| St _ oe vos pers” ' the caſe. ap you, 
A: a on ' everal weighty ne $3 af 

2 ow have” oh » Your canaot ſie any one-of 


owti' confeſſions you' have' nothing in the 
BI toſay apainſt ed ency of this friend. 


Elio ha _— wielt thofe chant 
-pes overtures that millyomteiey 
Hikoa any-ecaſoninr in p noon 


Gerh for an nr Tiove 
for eed all charpoſſiblyÞcould ; 


_ them butyou muſt condemn your ſelf/ahd by 


<—mmtns =p you muſtefther ſpeedily eome in, 
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Judg) caſt your ſelf Ws. 

all that have heard. me; wil hvac &4) 

make light. of theſe- things, ;buc.be 

ſome ſeriouſneſs, that great queſtjqn 2 

I do to. get acquainted. with God! fr harry 

do to-gera Fricnd for my Soul:2! wharshall Ede 
diretions - 


to be; ſaved? I havelaid..down fome 

for thoſe that are unfeignedly defaous io bares 
conciled to 'God, #. have: rold-rhtny zbari they : 
mult labour to be thorawly. acquainted withahiat 
Irena and enmity :that is in their hears» 
gainſt God ;-and ;of:ithe unſpeakable dangers of 
their being ſtrangers ro:God. TI have ;farthordi- 
re&ed-them that would be acquaimed with God 
to labour-to-get humble hearrs:: 3 adviſed 
that they. viſic him ofren;:if they -weuld be :intt- - 
matcly Reengared with hina; & chavnorin atran- 
ſitory way, but ro makea Solemn ſerwilirof-its 
and to beſure that they do not forgetto getChrift 
along with them. I counſelled chen'alſ@irobe 
mnch inthaſc places where he is worm :to:: wallet; 
and ro ger -intimatelyi: acquainted: with ſors? 
them chat know him very well; ahd will dot 

beſt ro:ger them ro- be- acquainted with: him; a 
have told you, that if you would be acquainted 
with God, you muſt kindly, carerraingiand make 
much of any mef[engersthar' come from him'tb 
you; and it men would: make ſurework; 'Þ 
fired them-as they loved 'theic | Sopls \rhars-: 
would: follow 'this-great-buſineſs __—_ 
elt carneſtne(s and: ſeriouſneſs inith 

that, what they do, they would feed A. 
informed you whar argumeatsthe Scriprure puts 
mo: our mouths, which'we may-urpe,- at- oo - 
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' ſake 2o:aake;; liced. of © choſe things which' 
God andmanimacquainted; as namely, tl Go fa 
neral, lux -more. particularly ,: pride, workdli- 
| dedadſs, bypocnlic, delight: in wicked: com: 
= | gm) ry ace Laſtly, I'dirc& all 
ch -as\ would beiar peace with God to give up 
theinſclycs eo him-reſolvedly and freely; in a So+ 
lem Qovenant. © 4h bs 5 1 OE, 
; > AndbaveIbeenbcatingthe Air all this while? 
what will;you.doafteratt this? what ſhall be- 
come of allitheſe Sctmpns? dare any:of you 
All Clill: be:conrcated 10:be-unacquaimed:with - 
God? can you be very well ſatisficd; afteryou 
have heard of: _ 4Friend, to be ſtranger to 
hit ? can-any of. you! look upon your ſtacc as 
fate, while:God. is:your:cnemy ? O:how ſhall T - 
hays: youzs: with, ticares' faall-of eamity, againſt 
.yaur: Makes 1 Alas, alas; poor hearts ! your look 
vary mertilyas:bad acondition as you arc in, bur 
&d:youbur know how.ncer. youate to eyerlaft- 
tag:bucniogs, 1 belicve itwould pur adampup- 
gn. your ;Spirits, and ſpoilt: your mirth; 'O'how 
ſhall [ leave that poaxr-finner, that ftandsasa 
zperſon alrogether  unconcerned} whereas death 
"FF s$. ready for his commnſſton, to ferch him 2+ 
-way. before God; and where are you then 7 O 
+ Whexcare youthen, if you come before God as a 
Ftranger ?\O' what ſhall I do for thee?. what 
__ -ſhallSfay.co thee, to prevail with thee! O what 
'. arguments will perſwade thee! O how'ſhall we 
© / part? Brethren, my hearts defire is that you may 
'all 'be ſaved, O that you may all know inthis 
your day, the things of your peace! O:tharl 
could tmingleall my words with tears! O-picty, 
| Pity, for the Lotds fake, pitty your previous oh 
EC outs! 
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you Would-rejoyce” whe 'nhotaf the world. 
| hall be” Alled wit Foy pig kabl js ey andper-, 
plexiry; as youwonld 
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